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* These are only a few 
Recreation unlimited: Bathing, -rowboats, tennis, shuffleboard, 
horse shoes, miniature golf, picnicking, deep sea fishing . . . 
Family Style Meals: “The best of food and plenty of it” served in 
our new, large, airy dining room. 
ENJOY MEMORIAL DAY 


Modern Accomodations: Just like home, plus unlimited opportuni- 
ties to form new Christian friendships. valet Datehane 


For Boys and Girls (Under 7—Bring them with you. Special rates.) 
Ages 7-15—Christ-centered camping program AND 


Dr. JAMES McGINLAY 


SANDY COVE Girl’s Camp on the shores of North East River Rev. RALPH KEIPER 
SANDY HILL Boy’s Camp on the shores of Elk River 
June 27-Aug. 29. Write for free illustrated camp folder. 


Sponsored by: Broadcast 
Pastor George A. Palmer WIGB (990 ? 7:00-800 A. M. Each week-day 
Box 3, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 12:30-1:00 P. M. Monday thru Thursday 
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PERSONAL GUIDANCE 
BY A CHRISTIAN FACULTY 


Its teaching staff consists of scholarly 
Christian men and women whose twofold 
aim is to transmit successfully their own 
knowledge to their students and to give 


them the individual attention they need 
eiaatl for a successful career. 
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A stranger knocks at the door 
of a wooden shack hidden away 


in the woods miles from ear- 
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LETTERS 


* tothe Editors * 





NEW COVER: CONTINUED 

I was rather surprised on opening the 
February issue of Eternity to read a letter 
of objection to the January cover. I would 
like to thank you for that cover. 

I was surprised and pleased to discover 
my husband reading the January issue the 
other night. Ordinarily he wouldn’t touch 
a religious magazine with a ten-foot pole 
and the very name ETERNITY is enough to 
scare him away as he doesn’t like to think 
of such things. He read several articles and 
then made the remark that they were very 
good and asked if I had ever heard Dr. 
Barnhouse speak. I know it was the picture 
of Dulles on the cover that attracted him. 

Of course, I would be much happier if 
it were the Word of God he was reading 
but I believe reading a magazine like ETEr- 
nity could lead to just that. 

I enjoy ETernity very much. I particu- 
larly like the current series on The Invisible 
War. The explanation of Isaiah 14 was 
very enlightening. 

NAME AND ADDRESS WITHHELD 


Isn’t ETERNITY important enough to 
print it with a capital letter on the maga- 
zine cover rather than eternity? 

Mrs. J. C. Downs 


Pittsburgh 

The new cover is significant and will have 
much appeal to new subscribers. Of course, 
to the Eternity family, the cover matters 
little; we love the contents inside. Often, 
however, Christians subscribe for non-Chris- 
tians; and we believers frequently pass our 
copies on to the worldly-minded and the 
uninstructed, prayerfully hoping to win 
tHem for the Lord. The features “Tomor- 
row” and “Window on the World” are read 
first by such people and precious nuggets of 
truth lodge in their minds. For this reason 
I wish Russell Hitt’s news items always had 
a concluding comment with a Christian 
viewpoint, editorially, in the light of God’s 
Word. The uninstructed, lacking the wis- 
dom that is from above, really.do not know 
how to interpret news nor how to react 
accordingly. 

RutH L. PARKER 


St. Louis 
Enjoying Erernity to the fullest. Espe- 
cially do I gobble up those illustrations and 
bottom-of-the-page sermonettes! 
A PRESBYTERIAN MINISTER IN TEXAS 
Fort Worth 


SEGREGATION OF THE RACES 

In recent years a great deal of agitation 
has been made about segregation of the 
races. It is being carried along in the name 
of “civil rights,” “equal rights” and “better 
social relations.” Some months ago ETERNITY 
joined with the forces favoring nonsegrega- 
tion of the white and colored races. 

No one should deny the Negro be guaran- 
teed equal rights in our democratic society— 
economically, politically, ecclesiastically and 
otherwise. It does not follow, however, that 
the drawing of a line between the whites 


Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 





The Perfect 
Easter Gift 


Scofield 





There is no more precious gift for 
someone you love than the key to a 
true understanding of God’s Word — 
and the famous Scofield Reference 
Bible can provide that key. There is 
a wide variety of binding styles from 
which to choose in the three Scofield 
sizes: Large (5142x8%”); Handy (4% 
x7 46"); and Pocket (3546x5%@"). 

All Scofield Reference Bibles contain 
the famous Scofield notes and helps 
on the same page as the text to which 
they refer, and have center column 
references, summaries, a chronology, 
and many additional helps. All but the 
Pocket Size have colored maps with 
indexed atlas, and the Large and 
Handy sizes are available on either 
fine Bible Paper or Oxford India Paper. 
Some of the styles that make beauti- 
ful gifts are these: 





13x French Morocco, divinity circuit, 
round corners, red-under-gold edges. 
Pocket Size, Oxford India Paper edi- 
tion, %” thick. $10.50 
17x Morocco, half circuit, leather 
lined, round corners, gold edges. As 
13x. $13.00. Blue or Red $13.50 
177x Morocco, small levant grain, 
divinity circuit, leather lined, round 
corners, red-under-gold edges. Large 
Size, Concordance edition, Oxford 
India Paper, %” thick. $18.50 
187x Red Morocco, hand grained, half 
circuit, leather lined, round corners, 
gold edges. As 177x. (Also available 
in black, blue, brown, green, or ma- 
roon.) $20.50 
Other styles from $3.25 to $35.00 
At your booksellers 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Avenue, New York 11 


Pablihers f the Authorised King James Bible since 695 
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Breaking Bread at Easter 


ip was Easter morning in a 
German refugee camp. The 
wooden barrack was filled 
with lonely, homeless people. 
As we read from the Word 
of God, we heard a constant 
whispering coming from 
somewhere ‘in the crowd. 
Looking for the source of 
the disturbance, our eyes fell 
on an old German woman. 
Her brow was wrinkled with 
age, but the light of heaven 
was in her eyes. We dis- 
covered that she was repeat- 
ing aloud each verse as we 
read it from God’s Holy 
Word. Like the other refu- 
gees, she had no Bible of her 
own. By repeating the verses 
aloud she was able to retain 
in her mind the truths of 
God’s Word. Thus in her 
darkest hours of despair she 
was able to quote from mem- 
ory texts which gave her 
comfort, inspiration and 
strength. That night as we 
gave her a Bible we knew in 
our hearts that we had 


BROKEN THE BREAD OF LIFE to a hungry soul! 

On the outskirts of Marburg, Germany, a young 
refugee mother lives in a barn with her three children. 
Her husband, missing in Russia, has not been heard 
from in nine years. We gave to her gifts of food and 
clothing, as well as a German Bible. Through reading 
this Bible, she found the Saviour, and courage to carry 
on in the face of loneliness. In a letter of thanks to us 
she said, “Each night when the children are asleep, I 
turn to my precious Bible and read, ‘All things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to His purpose’.” Again, we 
knew that BREAD HAD BEEN BROKEN to a needy 
soul! 

“I waited one and a half years to see my wife smile 
again,” said an aged refugee, whose wife had been bed- 
ridden for many months. Because of her illness, she 
had lost all joy in living. That day we had given them 
a CARE package of food, and tears of joy and thank- 
fulness flowed freely down their cheeks. 

In the next barrack there lived a wretched couple. 
For months we had tried to win them for Christ, but 
their ears were closed. Yet, the day we gave them a 
food parcel, showing them by this act that we cared 
for their physical welfare, their hearts were opened to 
our message. God used this small gesture of love to the 
salvation of their souls. 

That day we knew that not only had we BROKEN 
PHYSICAL BREAD to the hungry, but we had also 
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The children and the aged of Europe’s refugee 
camps desperately need our help. 300,000 refu- 
gees live under most adverse circumstances. 


BROKEN HEAVENLY 
BREAD. They had found 
CHRIST, THE BREAD OF 
LIFE! 

The anxious hearts of 
these refugees ask, “Where 
are we going? What is the 
purpose of our life?” But 
their anxiety and fears are 
quieted when with one hand 
we present to them BREAD 
FOR THEIR BODY to give 
physical strength and cour- 
age; and in the other hand 
BREAD FOR THE SOUL! 
It is only in the crucified 
and risen Christ that we can 
help the needy, the down- 
trodden, and the _ broken- 
hearted. 

We are reminded of the 
words of Jeremiah, “The 
children ask bread, and no 
man breaketh it unto them.” 
For Christ’s sake, and for the 
sake of these unhappy, home- 
less refugees, let it never be 
said of us, “NO MAN 
BREAKETH IT UNTO 
THEM.” 


. 
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WE NEED YOUR HELP IN THIS PROJECT OF 
MERCY! 


PLEASE ADDRESS ALL GIFTS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO: 


Save Europe's Refugees 
Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. Director for North America. | 
EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. ‘ 
Member Mission 1.F.M.A. | 
811 Westview St., Philadelphia 19, Penna. 1 
I 
! 
| 


Dear Sir: 


With a glad and willing heart I am —— » Rep eo | 
to help alleviate the physical and spiritual needs of 


1 
Europe’s refugees. 
! 








Speaking 
Engagements 


MEL DIBBLE 
Evangelist 


_ April 4 through 11—Wooddale Baptist 
Church, Minneapolis, Minn.; April 12 
through 16—Mt. Carmel Baptist 
Church, Cincinnati, Ohio; April 18 
through 30—Third Avenue Baptist 
Church, Louisville, Kentucky. 


ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


Emeritus Professor, English Bible 
Muhlenberg College 


April 1—State Street Methodist Church, 
Camden, N. J.; April 4 through 6— 
Quakertown Mennonite Church, Quak- 
ertown, Penna.; April 10—Youth Cen- 
ter, 8th Street Evangelical Congrega- 
tional Church, Allentown, Penna.; 
April 13—Windsor Avenue Bible 
Church, Oceanside, New York; April 
16—St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Allen- 
town, Penna.; April 25 through 28— 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Northum- 
berland, Penna. 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP 
President 
Philadelphia Bible Institute 


April 11 through 16—First Brethren 
Church, Johnstown, Penna.; April 17 
—East Chester Youth for Christ, 
Chester, Penna.; April 23 through 25— 
New York State Training School for 
Boys, Warwick, N. Y. 
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. pa and Egyptol- 
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and the blacks when it comes to mingling 
together in society and in our churches 
constitutes a denial of these rights. The 
practice of segregation in the South and in 
many other centers is not a stigma against 
either one of these races. It is merely a 
social separation which protects the racial 
integrity of both of the races. 

The heat of this agitation came with the 
offering of President Truman’s “Civil 
Rights” program. In December 1948 the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America (now National Council) adopted 
this program, and went even further by 
going ali out for a nonsegregated church 
and a nonsegregated society. We are told 
that this is a Christian concept of human 
rights, but seldom if ever do the proponents 
of nonsegregation give us any specific doc- 
trine or commands based upon Scripture. 

I believe that God favored social separa- 
tion of the races. It was an act in favor of 
racial purity when He brought Israel out 
of Egyptian bondage, commanding them 
not to intermarry with the people who 
were already in the land of Canaan. Then, 
when Ezra came to restore temple worship 
he proceeded to purge the people of God of 
mixed marriages (Ezra 10). Thus he put an 
end to social intermingling with other races. 

Now what does the mixing of the races 
actually lead to, and what will the inevi- 
table consequences be here in this country? 
We don’t have to be sociologists to give the 
answer. Any student of the world’s history 
knows that it leads to miscegenation. If our 
children and young people are brought 
together without regard to color in schools 
and in young people’s church gatherings, 
it is only reasonable to assume that there 
will be some who will develop attractions 
to the opposite sexes. This results in a 
degree of scandal, and finally, a destroying 
of the integrity of the races. 

The Lord Jesus came face to face with 
the-race issue but He was very realistic in 
His approach to it. He recognized the fact 
that the races had set up barriers between 
the different groups. And, He did not 
hestitate to say that, spiritually, the Jews 
were superior to the Samaritans (John 4:22). 
He taught men that the love of God was 
the same toward all men and races, but He 
did not try to bring about a merger, socially 
speaking, between the Jews and the Samari- 
tans. On another occasion, however, in a 
parable He paid tribute to the humanitar- 
ianism of a Samaritan. 

Any student of sociology will insist that 
it is utterly impossible to avoid some mixed 
marriages where there is a free and un- 
regulated intermingling of races. Medical 
authorities can show that the offspring re- 
sulting from miscegenation is _ inclined 
toward a weakening of resistance to some 
diseases. There is a difference in mortality 
experiences and as a consequence the Negro 
is restricted to an extent in the procurement 
of certain types of insurance coverage. 

It is well known that great progress has 
been made and is being made toward 
better racial relations. Equal school facilities 
are being provided and there is in progress 
a wide extension of church building in the 
Negro settlements. My own denomination 
(Southern Presbyterian) has raised more 
than $2,000,000 within the last year for the 
“Negro Work Campaign” in the South. 


This should continue, but we must at the 
same time be realistic about the conditions 
which exist under a long established prac- 
tice of segregation, and we must recognize 
the wisdom of a continuation of a social 
separation of the races. If the existing prac- 
tice were changed or a sudden end were at- 
tempted, it would be at the risk of serious 
internal disturbances in many parts of the 
country. The idea being advanced that 
there should be complete nonsegregation 
is fraught with grave danger to the existing 
harmonious relationships between the races. 

We should fully respect the rights of the 
Negro, and he should wholeheartedly re- 
spect the rights of the white man who 
settled this country. I yield to no man in 
my desire to see everyone, whether white, 
black or yellow, enjoy equal rights under 
our Constitution. The separation of the 
races socially is not un-Christian, and the 
contention that one must accept the prin- 
ciple of nonsegregation to prove one’s 
Christianity is an error of our times. It 
merely coincides with the “social gospel” 
program adopted by some of our denomina- 
tions in these days of growing apostasy and 
confusion. 

If we follow the admonition that “The 
strong ought to bear the infirmity of the 
weak” and we continue to give the Word, 
rendering every possible assistance to men 
of other races under God’s guidance, then 
we will exemplify the attitude of Jesus 
toward all mankind. 

G. P. CANNON 
Tampa, Fila. 


SCOTCH TAPE TO THE. RESCUE 

Someone referred to my January and 
February copies of your paper as my 
“Scotch-taped Eternity.” 

The January copy arrived in two sec- 
tions, half-cover and inside; the February 
number in three sections, front cover, back 
cover and inside. It seems to me this 
cheapens the appearance and Scotch tape 
is the only remedy I have. 

JosepHine A. KINZLY 


N. Tonawanda, N. Y. 

The editors have been greatly concerned 
about the damaged covers. Every effort is 
being made to correct this situation. In the 
meantime, we; recommend Scotch tape!— 
EDS. 


‘CRY ALOUD AND SPARE NOT’ 

In these days when truth and frankness 
are so completely lacking in high places, it 
is a comfort to know that there are still 
some fearless and honest preachers like 
yourself -who stand forth and preach the 
Word without compromise. I write, not to 
flatter, but to encourage you to “cry aloud 
and spare not.” 

“God forbid that I should sin against the 
Lord in ceasing to pray (daily) for you” 
(1 Sam. 12:33). 

EMILY PAVLOVIC 
Hawthorne, N. J. 
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WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL, VISIT 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 


9th and South Carolina Ave., S.E. 


(At Pomseteants Ave.) 

DR. MARTIN F. CLOUGH, Pastor 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL 

IS PREACHE 





ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 








THE CHELSEA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
9 South Chelsa Avenue, Atlantic City, N. J. 
CHARLES N. PICKELL, Pastor 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
Prayer Meeting Wednesdays 7:30 P.M. 

In all things exalting Christ. 

Ample Free Parking Next to Church 








NEW YORK, N. Y. 








FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
79th and Broadway 
7th Avenue, local Subway to 79th Street Station 
ARTHUR B. WHITING, Pastor 
A Bible teaching ministry in the heart of 
New York 


Morning Worship— 11 A.M 
Evening Worship—7:30 P. M. 








GALVESTON, TEXAS 





FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Church and 19th Sts., Galveston, Texas 
REV. GEORGE SCOTCHMER, — 

Sunday Services—10:50 a.m. 7:30 p 
Radio Broadcast—KGBC 1540 Kc— i 
Mornings 11:00-12:00—Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.— 
Bible Lecture and Prayer 
“AN HISTORIC CHURCH PREACHING THE 


HISTORIC GOSPEL” 








ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 








Memorial Presbyterian Church 
SKINKER BOULEVARD NEAR WYDOWN 
Dr. J. ALLEN Bair, Pastor 
Sunday Broadcasts—4 P.M. KSTL 
9:30 P.M. WIL 
9:30 Sunday School—Classes for All 
11—Morninc Worsuie 7:30—EveninG WorsHIP 

7:45 Wednesday 
Bible Study and Pee Service 
“Where the Gospel is breached and the 
Bible is Taught’ 
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The unique Christian magazine 
for Teenagers... talks their language 
.. packs a punch for vital Christianity. 


Send a gift subscription to a 
teenage friend... have it in your 


home monthly 
$1.50 « year 


YOUNG LIFE Campacgu 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
Star Ranch, Colorado Springs, Colorado 
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Keaw fade! 


UST four years ago in April 
J ETERNITY made its appearance for 

the first time. Of course, its pred- 
ecessor, Revelation, was published for 
twenty years. But ETERNITY is just 
celebrating its fourth birthday. 


Today we are printing almost 
double the number of copies re- 
quired for that first issue—a fact that 
seems to indicate that there is a place 
for a magazine with the spiritual 
ideals and goals of ETERNITY. 


In recent months there have been 
many indications of the Lord’s hand 
upon the ministry of the magazine, 
indeed upon all the ministries of The 
Evangelical Foundation. 


Letters from our readers indicate 
that the magazine is more widely and 
intensely read and quoted. All of 
this is encouarging and we are deeply 
grateful to God. 


Now comes another forward step 
in the development of the magazine. 
We have absorbed Christian News- 
ette, pocket-size evanglical news digest 
operated by Percy Crawford’s Young 
People’s Church of the Air. This 
move will greatly increase the spirit- 
ual effectiveness of ETERNITY. 


Beginning with the May issue, sub- 
scribers to the Newsette will receive 
Erernity until their subscription is 
completed. It is our earnest hope that 
many of these good friends will profit 
spiritually from their reading of 
ETERNITY and remain as members of 
our growing family. 


Christian Newsette, which in its 
two and a half years of existence 
grew rapidly under the capable direc- 
tion of Managing Editor Charles T. 


Lampman, has become the victim of 
the exorbitant costs of magazine pro- 
duction. It is the victim of the same 
forces plaguing every publication in 
the evangelical field. 


Few readers have any concept of 
the difficulty of operating a Christian 
publication in the black. One expert 
recently declared that there were only 
three religious publications in the 
U. S. operating without some form of 
subsidy. 


We mention these matters to en- 
courage you to remember the staff of 
ETERNITY in prayer and ask you to 
send in your renewals promptly and 
thus help cut down costs. You can 
also help by recommending the maga- 
zine to your friends and encouraging 
them to subscribe. ETERNITY would be 
greatly strengthened if every sub- 
scriber would obtain even one new 
subscription. 


But we are not complaining. We 
believe the Lord has showered His 
blessing upon us and is going to 
undertake for us in the days ahead. 
The new friends added through 
Christian Newsette will be most help- 
ful. 


Both Percy Crawford and Charles 
Lampman have expressed their satis- 
faction that ETernity has taken over 
the Newsette. They have asked us to 
convey this to all concerned. 


As we celebrate our fourth birth- 
day, it is our purpose under God that 
ETERNITY shall always stand for the 
truth, whether it is popular or not, 
to the end that our readers may put 
on the whole armor of God and 
stand firm in all the power of God. 








Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary. 














NOW AND LATER 

The furore which greeted the appear- 
ance of the Revised Standard Version of 
the Bible more than a year ago has not 
subsided. 

Without regard for the facts, some 
have successfully employed the RSV is- 
sue as a means of furthering their self- 
appointed crusades as the only rightful 
defenders of the faith. The tragedy of 
the whole situation is that a number of 
very godly people have accepted the 
criticisms of these “experts” at face 
value. 

It is to be expected that Christians 
who love the Word of God would be 
upset by the thought of a diabolical plot 
to rob them of the Bible. ETernrry, 
which exists only for the exaltation of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and the precious 
Word of Truth, has become suspect in 
some quarters because the Editor had 
the courage to point out that there were 
some good things to be said for the 
translation after he had read it thor 
oughly. (See “I Have Read the RSV,” 
ETerNitTy, June, 1953.) 

In the interest of truth, the editors 
asked two respected evangelical scholars, 
well out of the. heat of the fray, to 
analyze the text of the RSV. Both men 
were told to make their observations 
without reference to the U. S. contro- 
versy. 

Next month we present the first of 
these articles, the work of Professor F. F. 
Bruce, head of the Department of Bibli- 
cal Literature at England’s Sheffield 
University. The following month Pro- 
fessor E. M. Blaiklock of Auckland Uni- 
versity in New Zealand will comment on 
the text of the New Testament portion 
of the RSV. 

We believe these two articles will be 
extremely helpful to all who are seeking 
an objective analysis of the RSV. 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


@ April 4 through 9—Bethany Presby- 
terian Church, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.; April 
11 through 16—North Baptist Church, 
Flint, Michigan; April 18—Tenth Pres- 
byterian Church, Philadelphia, Penna.; 
April 19—St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
New York, N. Y.; April 20 through 23— 
Shiloh Baptist Church, Philadelphia, 


Penna. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, Portable Church Services and Evangelical Films to His everlasting glory. 
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If possible, enclose your address label. The Post Office will not forward copies unless you provide extra 
postage. Duplicate copies cannot be sent unless request is accompanied by 35c for each issue requested. 


Eternity, copyright 1954 by The Evangelical Foundation, Inc. No part of this magazine may be repro- 
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Subscription Price: $3.00 a year (twelve issues); single copy 35c. Make all checks and money oracrs 
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GRADUATE STUDY IN RELIGION AND FINE ARTS 
AT BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 


THE SCHOOL OF RELIGION OFFERS GRADUATE AND SEMINARY DEGREES 
INCLUDING THE MASTER OF ARTS AND THE DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
BIBLE AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, AS WELL AS THE BACHELOR OF DIVINITY 
DEGREE. 


THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF SCHOLARSHIP COMBINED WITH UNCOMPROMISING LOYALTY 
TO THE SCRIPTURES AND THE STRONG EVANGELISTIC EMPHASIS OF BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
MAKE THIS THE IDEAL INSTITUTION IN WHICH TO TAKE GRADUATE OR SEMINARY TRAINING. 


THE SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS OFFERS THE MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE IN 
MUSIC OR SPEECH, AND THE MASTER OF FINE ARTS DEGREE IN THE COM- 
BINED FIELDS OF MUSIC, SPEECH, AND ART. 


STUDENTS HAVE NUMEROUS OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC APPEARANCES AND PRACTICAL 
EXPERIENCE IN THE EXERCISE OF TALENT WHILE TAKING THEIR ACADEMIC TRAINING UNDER 
A TALENTED AND WELL-TRAINED FACULTY. 


SUMMER SESSION -- JUNE 7 - JULY 10 


REGULAR COURSES ON THE GRADUATE AND UNDER-GRADUATE LEVEL. 


SUMMER WORKSHOP IN MUSIC, SPEECH, AND ART 


TWO-WEEK SESSION — JUNE 7-19 THREE-WEEK SESSION — JUNE 21 - JULY 10 


AS MUCH AS SIX HOURS CREDIT CAN BE EARNED IN THE FIVE WEEKS IN TELEVISION, RADIO, 
CINEMA, MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC PRODUCTION, CHALK TALK, ART IN RELIGIOUS ADVERTISING, 
EVANGELISTIC MUSIC, ETC. 


BOB JONES UNIVERSITY. 


GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 






College of Arts and Science 
School of Religion 

School of Fine Arts 
School of Education 


School of Business 


Academy and seventh 
and eighth grades 


in connection. 
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Present Power 


the Risen Christ 


By ANDREW MACBEATH 


Toronto Bible College 


You can experience complete and practical victory day by day over every foe; 
you may tread under your feet every assault of men or devils. 


Some of the most precious things in the Bible were said 
or written because of one-sided or angry or petulant things 
that believers had said first. For instance, we owe to the 
not very honorable church in Corinth, with its shameless 
remarks about Paul’s personal appearance and his supposed 
lack of authentic apostolic authority or eloquence, that 
priceless second epistle, in which Paul overcame his reluc- 
tance to bring himself into the picture, and finally put his 
quivering and noble heart on paper for all time. Almost we 
can forgive their abominable treatment of the apostle be- 
cause of the immeasurable good that has accrued to us. 


Present Deliverance 

Likewise there is a remark made by Martha which paved 
the way for one of our Lord’s most majestic utterances. 
Said the older sister of Lazarus, somewhat reproachfully, 
“Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.” 
Then, in a glimmer of faith that all too soon suffered eclipse, 
she added, “But I know that, even now, whatsoever thou 
wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.” The answer of 
Jesus was, “Thy brother shall rise again.” But Martha had 
meantime allowed her expectation to fall to earth again, 
like a bird with a broken wing. All she said was, “I know 
that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
Her faith, like ours in many a crucial situation, postponed 
the blessing to the indefinite future. She did not dare to 
grasp with both hands God’s “Now is the accepted time.” 
But the Saviour took occasion from her hesitation to make 
more meaningful for her and for us His stupendous affirma- 
tion: “I am the resurrection and the life.” His arrival at 
Bethany was for the sake of a present resurrection. 

And Easter is to mean for us a present experience of the 
power of His resurrection. It is now, and not tomorrow, that 
we are to allow the Son of God to bring us out of the 
prison house of decay. Today, and not in some distant 
future, He intends to set us free from the cold grip of 
death. In the vibrating present, amid the whir and pressure 
of hastening life on a feverish continent, we are to be raised 
with Christ to newness of life. Right now, to me who am 
bound with grave clothes of routine and habit and strange 
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inhibitions, my Saviour says, “I am the resurrection and the 
life.” The Son makes me free that I may be free indeed. 

This present experience of deliverance will mean that my 
life makes the transition from impurity to innocence. 

In our modern world the incitements to unclean imagin- 
ing are for many young Christians a source of deep dismay. 
Hardly any temptation is causing so much grief of heart to 
lonely sufferers who long to be clean. If anything in the 
Bible lays them low, it is the vision that the prophet 
Ezekiel had concerning what men were doing in their secret 
“chambers of imagery.” Easter is a fine opportunity for 
declaring to them the gospel—and they will listen, for they 
have not yet taken in the full good news of present deliver- 
ance. Out of the charnel house, like Lazarus, they can come. 
Christ can give us back the heart of a child. He can restore 
us to innocency of soul. 


Innocence Restored 

A young man of delicate constitution was passing through 
the slums of Manchester at night. Usually he went to bed 
early. But his brother, coming home at a later hour, and 
looking across the street, saw a familiar form engaged in a 
strange operation. Crossing the drab street and hailing the 
figure engaged with sponge and pail of water on a grimy 
brick wall, he asked, “Percy, what on earth are you doing?” 
Taken by surprise his brother turned and explained the 
unusual proceeding. “On my way home I saw some vile, ob- 
scene words chalked on this wall. Though I reached home, 
they stayed with me. When I undressed and got into bed, I 
could not forget them. I realized that with tomorrow’s light, 
women and children would read these words and have 
their minds polluted. Nothing would satisfy me but to dress 
again and come back and wash them off, and arrest the 
corruption that they would send forth into the world.” 

The man who narrated this incident went on to make 
a startling comparison. Water, he remarked, availed to 
erase these chalk marks on the wall. But to arrest and 
cancel out completely the pollution that has been sown 
in the world from our lips and from our lives, not water 
would prevail, but only the blood of God’s dear Son. 
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Nothing else could reach out and follow up and quite de- 
stroy the far-flung consequences of our sins but only the 
precious blood of Christ. 

“Oh, precious is the flow that makes me white as snow!” 
And verily I believe that it is to innocency that Christ can 
restore the soul. Not only by His death, but with a “much 
more” salvation we shall be saved by His life (Rom. 5:10). 

Another release that the risen Christ effects is the release 
from cowardice to courage. In his sermon on The Galilean 
Accent Professor Gossip of Glasgow has made the story of 
Peter unforgettable. It was by his uncouth, countryman’s 
broad vowels that Simon Peter, when warming himself at the 
world’s poor fire, was decoyed into denial of his Lord. 
It was a shameful failure. Unnerved and unmanned, he did 
what he thought he would be the last to do. Yet in the 
mercy of God that was not the end of the story. Christ rose 
from the dead. The Holy Spirit came. With boldness Peter 
denounced the Jewish authorities, and said, “But ye denied 
the Holy One and the just, and desired a murderer to be 
granted unto you.” Who was this fearless man? The same 
Peter, yet not the same. The accent, as men acknowledged 
on the day of Pentecost, was still the Galilean accent, but it 
was a transformed and changed Peter who spoke. His bold- 
ness was due to the fact that he had “been with Jesus.” 
And He who is the resurrection and the life can raise us 
also to newness and to courage where hitherto we have been 
cowards. 

Obedience and Penitence 

Another very desirable end to be achieved is that believers 
should pass over from obstinacy to obedience. One of our 
great Hallelujahs ought to be sung to Christ for this reason 
—that He is able even to subdue all things to Himself (Phil. 
§:21). What many people pride themselves upon as being 
their strength of will is nothing better than the characteris- 
tic of the mule. It is merely a sign of the limitation of their 
vision. They are not more original than any other sinner, 
for the common mark of us all is that we want our own 
way. Stubbornly we argue. With great heat we rationalize 
our behavior, but the eloquence is only a proof of our con- 
cern to maintain our own prestige. Bunyan’s Obstinate is 
no exalted type of character. 

No, we must stop fooling ourselves. The first sign of 
breadth of mind that any of us can show is by readiness to 
obey God. And it takes nothing less than Christ, who is the 
resurrection and the life, to bring us from obstinate ways 
like that of Balaam, to learn even from an ass that the 
most manly thing a man can do is to obey God. In the 
glory of His resurrection life, Christ convinces me of that. 
He makes me want it. Best of all, He leads me to do it. 

Again I find this surprising Saviour, with the fresh dew 
of the world-shaking resurrection upon Him, is capable of 
the most momentous miracle of all. He can bring me from 
pride to penitence. A great man of God has declared that 
God’s greatest achievement is not the wonder of creation. 
To accomplish that, God merely spake and it was done. Nor 
is God’s power chiefly shown in the marvels of His provi- 
dence. There also He upholds all things by the word of His 
power. But when He wanted to make contrite the proud 
heart of a sinner, God had to come down and be clothed 


in human flesh, and suffer at the hands of the creatures that , 
He made. To effect this supreme miracle, God had to sub- 

mit to death, and to being buried. That is the measure of: 
the difficulty of bringing the heart of man from pride to 

penitence. 

And it is not merely at the beginning of our Christian 
life that penitence is required. It is the bloom on a soul that 
worships God in His holiness and grace. Moody declared 
that he had repented much more since he had become a 
Christian than he did, or indeed was capable of doing, at 
the start of his new life. Professor Mackintosh of Edinburgh 
made the illuminating remark that whereas we begin our 
repentance by being grieved over the things we have done, 
repentance is only mature when we are broken down over 
what we are. It is not merely our actions that fill us with 
godly sorrow, but what we have made of ourselves. Yes, 
there is a permanent place for penitence in the Christian’s 
experience. There are tears that keep our eyes clear, so 
that we become numbered among those to whom it is 
promised that they shall see God. 

Lastly, Easter ought to mean, through the virtue of our 
Lord’s resurrection life victorious in us, a transition from 
anxiety to assurance. Not merely the assurance of sins for- 
given. We require the majestic and full-throated assurance 
with which Paul writes at the close of Romans eight. 
Anxiety is such a poison through our whole system that no 
antidote less potent than the presence of the Christ who is to 
us here and now both the resurrection and the life will 
transform us into the vibrant, joyous, victorious persons 
who can say, “I am persuaded that neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor . . .”—oh, but why proceed any fur- 
ther? It has been the power of things present that has inter- 
vened most to cut me off from enjoyment of my Lord’s 
victory. Why go through the whole catalogue, when Paul 
assures me that things present can be shorn of their separat- 
ing power, and it can happen now? To others, people of 
vivid imagination and sensitive spirit, fear of the things 
that seem at hand, fear of things to come on the earth, is a 
terrifying chill on their spirit. The picture some others 
have of the experience of dying is fraught with dread and 
deep dismay. q 

No Separation 

Indeed there is no limit to the power of our imagination 
in conjuring up situations in which we are sure to be 
engulfed. But God has not given us the spirit of fear, but 
of power and of love and of a sound mind. And His risen, 
victorious Son has brought life and immortality to light. He 
has trodden down our foes. In the glory of His triumph, He 
assures us that we may here and now rise with Him and 
tread under our feet every imagination and speculation, 
every assault of men or devils. Neither death nor life, nor 
things present nor things to come, can separate . . . nol 
Because Jesus has at His girdle the keys of death and of 
Hades, I can look the present and the future in the face. 
Like Martha, I find that here and now I am redeemed from 
the power of death and the grave. For Jesus says, “I am the 
resurrection and the life.” 

END 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





The four great freedoms-the Christian way 


Moral principles in the Christian home 


Roman Catholicism waning in France 


ATTITUDE TOWARD COMMUNISM 

In Washington, a commission of the 
American Association of School Admin- 
istrators issued a 300-page report arguing 
that U. S. youth must learn about Com- 
munism before they can fight it. Said 
the Commission: “No school can pre- 
vent youth from hearing about such 
issues in their daily lives . . . Hence, it 
seems more appropriate to include them 
in the curriculum as natural, normal as- 
pects of life about which youth must 
learn . . . We cannot fight totalitarian 
ideologies without first understanding 
them.” True. And it would be a good 
thing if all schools had a series of hours 
in their social studies which would in- 
clude such teaching. Suggested outline: 
1) There is a God who is the Creator of 
all things. Material: the Moody films on 
Theism that show the wonders of crea- 
tion. Conclusion: Atheism is totally 
wrong and the Bible is right in Psalm 
14:1, “The fool says in his heart, There 
is no God.” 2) Communism is based on 
atheism. Material: documentary proof 
from, writings of Lenin, Marx and En- 
gels, and historical proof that no man 
can, be a mémber of the Communist 
party who does not accept atheism. 3) 
There are wrongs in this world but God 
says that these wrongs are the result of 
sin in the world. Material: Bible doc- 
trine-of sin. It should be stressed that 
Christians are totally in agreement: with 
Communists that there are wrongs in 
this world. These wrongs include greed, 
oppression, exploitation, segregation, 
etc. 4) The Communist teaching on the 
cures for this world’s ills should be 
thoroughly examined and the fallacies 
exposed. It should be stressed that the 
great difference between Communism 
and our way of life is the method of 
dealing with the wrongs that are in the 
world. 5) Wherever it is possible to in- 
troduce positive Christian teaching in 
the schools (as in many states of the 
South), it should be shown that God 
deals with individuals in this age and 
that the only way a man can have a right 
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relationship with God is through faith 
in the finished work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. When a man has been born 
again God is going to take care of that 
man, supply all his need (Phil. 4:19), 
and keep him in the midst of whatever 
circumstances may come to him. 6) 
Where it is not possible to introduce 
positive Christian teaching in the 
schools, the students should at least 
know that the Christian way includes the 
great freedoms, even for the unsaved, in 
the midst of a civilization that has been 
marred by sin. The Ten Commandments 
contain the four great freedoms for the 
human race. The Commandments 
against killing, adultery, stealing and 
false witness are not only commands to 
me to respect the lives, homes, property 
and reputations of all other men, but 
they are also commands to all other men 
to respect my life, my home, my property 
and my reputation. Thus I am guaran- 
teed these rights which are the basic 
and elemental freedoms that make life 
tolerable. 

By all means we must not adopt the 
ostrich attitude toward Communism and 
think that it is anti-American to let 
people know the nature of its teachings. 
Communism, like the nature of germs, 
should be taught in our schools, and the 
proper preventives and the antidotes and 
cures should be taught along with them. 
Ignorance is never a guardian of rights. 
Ignorance is a shield behind which error 
can propagate itself. Truth can set one 
free. Partial truth will bring partial 
freedom and some enslavement. The full 
truth as it is in Christ can really set men 
free. 

SOWING AND REAPING 

God says that if we sow the wind we 
shall reap the whirlwind (Hos. 8:7). 
There are many who cry out against the 
rising tide of juvenile delinquency who 
do not understand the factors which 
make for this delinquency. The heart of 
it all is in the home, where children are 
not taught the moral principles which 
go with Christian faith. Even in some 
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Christian homes there are parents who 
wittingly or unwittingly contribute to 
the delinquency of their children by al- 
lowing them uncensored use of televi- 
sion and comic strips. 

When my own children were in their 
early years a friend criticized us because 
we stapled certain pages of Life so that 
the children could turn past them and 
read the informative things. We ex- 
plained to the children that there were 
pictures of accidents, dead bodies, hor- 
rors and sexual filth, and that we wanted 
to keep these things out of their minds 
just as we wanted to keep their shoes 
clean as they walked down the street. 
Fortunately we never had the comic- 
strip problem because no newspaper ex- 
cept the New York Times came into our 
home and it carries no comics. I believe 
that one of our children said that he 
read a couple of hundred comic books 
when he met them for the first time at 
the age of fifteen or sixteen and since 
then has had no use for them. 

God help the parents who are allow- 
ing their children free access to the stuff 
in television and the newspapers. Psy- 
chologists are greatly disturbed because 
a nation-wide newspaper contest in- 
spired by the cartoon strip Dennis the 
Menace asked mothers to send in (for 
cash prizes of from $25 to $75) the very 
worst pranks their youngsters have 
pulled. Many more children will pry 
open washers, flooding houses; will stuff 
dry spaghetti into electric mixers, burn- 
ing them out; will cut clothes to ribbons 
with Scissors, because of this contest. 
And many a child in Christian homes 
will slip toward a lower concept of 
morals because of TV. Many a child will 
be convinced if he hears it often enough 
that “beer belongs.” Christian parents 
must learn that if they sow these things 
they will reap also. 

CATHOLICISM IN FRANCE 

Very important reports from opposing 
sources agree that the religious situation 
of the Roman Catholic Church in France 
is precarious. The Tablet, official organ 
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of the Roman church in England, and 
the Manchester Guardian, world-famed 
organ of political liberalism, have both 
carried surveys of the state of the church 
in France. As is to be expected the 
Romanists themselves try to place the 
figures in the best possible light. Never- 
theless they are forced to admit that 
there are at least twenty per cent of un- 
baptized people in France—six million 
out of thirty. Of the remaining twenty- 
four million who have been baptized the 
Tablet confesses that only seventeen per 
cent—about four million—go to mass at 
least once a month. Another four million 
go “more than once a year.” About three 
million go on Easter only. The Tablet 
boasts that these figures mean that over 
forty per cent of the population of 
France take their Roman Catholic reli- 
gion seriously. The question rises, of 
course, that if this is serious religion, 
what would non-serious religion be? 

The Tablet also boasts that 85 per 
cent of the twenty-four million classify 
themselves as Catholics without reserva- 
tion. Yet, in another part of the article 
they confess that 48 per cent of the bap- 
tized considered that one can be a good 
Romanist without practicing one’s reli- 
gion at all. “A further 29 per cent said 
that irregular practice did not mean that 
one was not a good Catholic.” Almost 
50 per cent of the baptized said that 
they could not practice because on some 
matters they could not agree with the 
dogmas of the church. Twenty-six per 
cent agreed that “the church is for the 
rich.” 

The Manchester Guardian’s Paris cor- 
respondent quotes a letter written by 
the Bishop of Angers, who was very close 
to the worker-priest movement, as show- 
ing “that the problems of this movement 
are only one part of a more general 
ferment in the Catholic Church in 
France at the present moment.” The 
letter was an urgent call to his diocese 
for faithfulness to the church and sub- 
mission to the Pope. Most certainly the 
appearance of such a letter with its at- 
tempted remedy shows some of the na- 
ture of the malady. The Bishop asks why 
the French should be anti-papal when 
they themselves, the leaders of the 
church in France, are perfectly submis- 
sive to the Pope. This shows that there 
is a revival of Gallicanism, that famous 
movement which almost split the French 
church from the papacy a century and 


between an important section of French 
Catholics and the Vatican.” This fact, 
he says, was “quite evident.” The as- 
tounding conclusion of the Guardian 
article, however, is that the letter of 
the Bishop of Angers, as well as a recent 
statement by Cardinal Feltin, Arch- 
bishop of Paris, referred to “a wider 
problem . . . the danger of a revival of 
the neo-Protestant spirit which has so 
alarmed the Pope.” 

Certainly now is the moment to push 
the work of the gospel in France. The 
Tablet’s survey also shows that only 8 
per cent of the men and 17 per cent of 
the women admit to having a spiritual 
director (a father confessor). Only half 
the baptized people of France know a 
priest’ personally. The importance of 
preaching is evident from their figures 
that there are majorities in favor of 
sermons, and that if there is a well- 
known preacher the odds jump sharply 
in his favor. The Tablet also confesses 
that a large majority of the baptized 
people say they would not send their 
children to parochial schools. Finally, 
these figures are all the more astound- 
ing when they are broken down 
regionally. The vast preponderance of 
Romanists in Brittany (91%) reduces 
the proportion in the rest of France 
considerably and shows the wide open 
door in that pagan land. The Editor of 
Erernity is the treasurer for the French 
Evangelical Reformed Church, and for 
its Seminary at Aix-en-Provence. Several 
thousands of dollars are urgently needed 
for the work there. Checks should be 
made payable to Evangelical Aid, and 
sent to us at 1716 Spruce St., Philadel- 
phia. 

Receipts will be mailed for tax pur- 
poses. 


GREAT PAGAN AREAS 
The National Lutheran Council, re- 


presenting 4,500,000 members in eight. 
church groups, met recently in Atlantic 
City. One of the important items..on 
their agenda was a report from the 
Latin American division of the churches, 
calling for a “full-scale spiritual inva- 
sion” of the Roman Catholic countries 
of Latin America. This is all to the 
good. The churches of America should 
recognize that Latin America and 
Europe are both great pagan areas, and 
do everything possible to carry the gos- 
pel to them in as many ways as possible. 
UNEASY TRUCE 

The Lutheran Council called upon 
the U. N. to request the Arab countries 
and Israel to meet at a peace table. Alas! 
Isaac and Ishmael, Jacob and Esau, 
cannot have peace together at the pres- 
ent time. The day will come when they 
shall be blessed together, but the com- 
ing of the Lord and the great tribulation 
will intervene before that time. In the 
meanwhile there can be nothing more 
than periods of uneasy truce between 
them. 
A NEW BRITISH VERSION 

A new translation of the Bible has 
been announced in Britain to be under- 
taken by a group that includes almost 
all the important forces of Protestantism 
in the British Isles. Steady progress is 
being made with the new translation 
which is being supervised by a joint 
committee representing the Church of 
England, the Church of Scotland, the 
major English Free Churches, the Society 
of Friends, the Church in Wales and the 
Church of Ireland, and the British and 
Scottish Bible Societies. The translation 
is being carried out by panels of scholars 
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SYNOPSIS 
Antagonism toward the missionary hospital on the hill has 
flared in an attack on an African Christian, Simba, the hunter. He 
is rescued from the village of the hostile Chief M’bovu where he 
lay with an arrow in his back and brought to the hospital. 


ONGO,” said Daudi, “Bwana, they play the drums 
of initiation at the village of M’bovu.” 

We paused to listen. On the wind cathe the hectic 
throb of the drums. They rose and fell on the night air. The 
moon was in its first quarter and by the watery light we 
could see moving up the hill toward the hospital, a figure 
carrying something. His progress was slow because of a 
pronounced limp. 

“Yah,” said Daudi, “perhaps, Bwana, we have work com- 
ing to us.” 

“Eeeh,” I said, “or perhaps. . .” 

“Yes, I think it is Hezeroni, the mail man. Behold, heh, 
he has trouble.” 

“Yah,” said this worthy, coming through the hospital 
gates and dumping down his bag of mail. “Bwana, I have 
a thorn in my foot, also I have news. I sat behind a baobab 
tree trying to remove this thorn from my foot and I heard 
the words of M’bovu. He says that Simba has cast a spell 
against a woman of that village.” 

The dispenser brought a dish of hot water for the mail 
man to bathe his foot. 

“Heh,” he said, “we will soak it for awhile, then T will 
put a bandage around it. Tomorrow we will remove that 
thorn for you. Swallow these.” He gave him pills. 

“Hongo,” said Hezeroni as he swallowed them, “it is a 
good thing to work in the place where pain is taken away. 


* This is the second installment of an exciting African adventure story. 





JUNGLE DOCTOR LOOKS FOR TROUBLE* 


Murmurings 0 
Comme Danger 


Jungle doctor Paul White writes out 
of his experience as a medical missionary 
in Tanganyika, East Africa. 


Kah, this hospital is a place of much help. I remember the 
days when I had ihoma—pneumonia—and the Bwana .. .” 

“Heh, heh,” said Daudi, “we remember those days too, 
but tell us, what more did you hear as you sat behind the 
baobab tree?” 

“Hoh, hoh,” said Hezeroni, raising his eyebrows, “I heard 
that Ng’oma, the witch-doctor, had thrown the shoes to find 
why it was that this woman always had headaches.” 

“Kumbe,” said Daudi, “I will show you how it is done, 
Bwana.” 

He picked up the cowhide sandals that Hezeroni had just 
taken off. There in the moonlight he stood on a clear patch 
of earth. The whole of his normal attitude was changed, 
and something sinister seemed to grip his upheld arm, and 
his head thrown back, his chin pointed to the moon, his 
lips moved noiselessly. Beside me Hezeroni shuffled un- 
easily, spilling some water from his dish. 

“Yah,” he said, “truly, that is exactly how it is done. 
Watch him. See, he speaks to Machisi, the spirits of the 
ancestors. See, he spits on the soles of the sandals and, 
heh, Bwana, see, he throws them.” 

The sandals were thrown in a peculiar way in front of 
him by Daudi. They fell to the ground. 

“Heh, Great One,” said Hezeroni, taking his part in the 
byplay. “and what were the words of vilatu, the shoes?” 

“Kah,” said Daudi in a deep voice, “in this work I see 
the hand of muperembi—a hunter, a man of strength.” 
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“Hongo, Great One,” cried Hezeroni, his eyes rolling, 
“tell us more.” 

“The shoes will tell again,” muttered Daudi, picking 
them up and raising them above his head, and muttering 
some special incantations all his own. 

I nearly burst out laughing when I heard the sonorous 
words “potassium permanganate—acetyl salicylic acid”—then 
in a hollow voice—“sodium bicarbonate.” 

I caught the twinkle in his eye as again he threw the 
shoes. 

“Heh,” came his deep voice, “the shoes tell me this is 
the work of the hunter, Simba. Has not his brother's 
son looked with eyes of love upon this woman and has not 
Simba strong thoughts of opposition? Behold, is not this 
his way of casting a strong spell?” 

Again the drums throbbed loudly in the air, and Daudi 
threw down the shoes in disgust. He wrinkled up his nose 
and spat. 

“Kah, Bwana, that’s what he did.” 

“Heh,” said Hezeroni, with a keen, appreciative noise, 
“it was as though I had been there. Still my skin tingles.” 

“Kah,” said Daudi, “and so when Simba went across to 
M’bovu’s village to greet his relation, somebody in the 
dark, from behind, stabbed him with an arrow.” 

“Heh,” said Hezeroni, “who should see in the darkness 
in a house, and is not an arrow a very strong way of killing 
a man and doing it with great pain?” 

He unlocked the mail-bag and poured the contents in a 
cascade on to the floor. 

“Heh,” he said, “they have ill will toward us at that 
village, they have no time for our medicines, they have no 
time for the message of Jesus.” 

“Truly,” said Daudi, “it is a place of darkness, Bwana. 
They prefer it that way because of their evil doings. If you 
keep on walking in darkness God says you're guilty. There 
is no place for those walking in this way in His kingdom of 
light.” 

“Heh, and will you have Jesus, the Light of the World, 
in your life when you prefer to walk in darkness? Kah, 
Bwana, does light mix with darkness? Can darkness stand 
against light? Hongo! See how even the thickest darkness 
is overcome by the smallest light.” He struck a match and 
lighted the hurricane lantern. The vague outlines of letters 
and parcels came sharply into vision. 

We sat on the floor and went through the letters. One 
parcel looked particularly interesting. It had a red registered 
label on it with “UrcENT AND IMPORTANT—SURGICAL INSTRU- 
MENT ONLY.” 

“What's inside it, Bwana?” said Daudi. “It looks interest- 
ing.” 

We undid the package. 

“Kah, here’s a thing, Daudi, we’ve wanted for a very long 
time. See?” 

In my hand was a minute torch, so made that you could 
look into ears, along a polished cone-shaped affair, and a 
small magnifying glass was fitted so that you could see the 
eardrum. 

“Heh,” said Daudi, peering through it. “Bwana, here 
is a thing of wonder. Bwana, here again is a way of bringing 
light into dark places. Truly, this is the work of our hospi- 
tal.” 

“Daudi, get me those special forceps from the operating 
room, that we were sent last year, will you?” 


I wriggled my fingers in a special way. Daudi grinned, 
nodded and ran off, returning a moment later with an. 
intriguing instrument that went by the name “crocodile 
forceps,” for it was so made that when you put your fingers: 
into the hand-piece, the last half-inch of it would open and 
shut. I remembered a lecturer saying, “This is an admirable 
contrivance for removing beans or beads or beetles fr»m 
small boys’ noses or ears.” 

Daudi was handling it very gently, and he laughed as 
the instrument opened and shut. He moved his fingers. 

“Heh,” he said, “behold, does it not look like the mouth 
of nzoka, the snake?” 

“Kah,” said Hezeroni, “but see, the small teeth are like 
the crocodile creature that lives on the banks of the Ruaha 
River.” 

“Kumbe,” grunted Daudi, “it will be just the thing tomor- 
row morning, when your foot has been freed from the grime, 
to remove the thorn which is in it.” 

* * * * * 

H tte ‘opi the postman, was sitting on the step of 
the hospital, his face twisted with pain, his foot 
bandaged up and looking most uncomfortably 

swollen. 

“Hongo, Hezeroni, you have trouble? Heh, did I not tell 
you to come yesterday that I might fix your foot? Behold, 
you have left it for a whole day, therefore your trouble is 
your own fault.” 

“Kah, Bwana,” said Hezeroni, “it was not that I did not 
wish to come yesterday, but I walked very quietly and sat 
behind the baobab tree where I had heard the words of 
Muganga, the witch doctor. I sat there for much time, for 
it is a place where one is not seen and I heard words, 
Bwana, words that will help you. That is the reason my 
foot is sore. That is the reason that I have come for your 
help, with the sure knowledge that you will give it to me 
today.” 

I undid the bandages and there was a foot about which 
Daudi, coming up, remarked: 

“Behold, it looks like the foot of kiboko, the hippopota- 
mus.” . 

“Yah,” said Hezeroni, “and it throbs like the belly of a 
frog.” 

I grinned at this elegant analogy and turned to Daudi: 

“Bring the crocodile forceps, boil them up and also the 
pickle bottle that we used yesterday; a kettle of hot water, 
some antiseptic and some bandages.” 

As the dispenser hurried off to do these things, Hezeroni 
said: 

“Bwana, as I sat in the place of concealment, I heard the 
words of the Chief himself, and of the witch doctor. They 
were concerning the girl against whom Simba is supposed 
to have cast a spell, the girl that you yourself saw with the 
witch doctor’s horn on her head. Bwana, she is dead.” 

“Yah.” I said, jumping to my feet, “dead? What was the 
cause of her death?” 

“Bwana,” said the mail man, “it is a strange thing. It is 
beyond my understanding. Behold, the girl was eating stew 
made from a goat paid by the Chief to the witch doctor, for 
his work in smelling out this spell Simba is supposed to have 
cast. Yah, and suddenly, as she ate, she cried out that some- 
thing was in her throat, and then it was as though someone 
was strangling her. The witch doctor did the work that we 
call ‘tula malaka, but, Bwana, it had no strength to help 

(Continued on page 41) 
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Avenues of Blessing; Distortion of Meaning; 
Going the Second Mile; Teaching the Children 


OPEN 

Sin closed all of our faculties but 
grace opens them wide. There is no 
avenue of blessing that could bring joy 
to our lives that does not have an open 
gate because of His mighty love. 

When our Lord rose from the dead 
He met two of the disciples on the road 
to Emmaus (certainly Cleopas, and 
probably his wife Mary: John 19:25; Lk. 
24:29), and talked with them. He 
opened to them the Scriptures (Lk. 
24:32); He opened their understanding 
(v. 45); He opened their eyes (v. 31). 

Still further, He opens our ears. In 
Psalm °40:6 we read, “Mine ears hast 
thou opened.” I had read that many 
times but did not begin to look at it 
deeply till I read in the RSV, “Thou 
hast given me an open ear.” And to 
my delight I discovered that the Hebrew 
says, “Thou hast digged my ears.” What 
delighted me was that I had just read a 
news squib to the effect that a doctor 
took more than two ounces of wax out 
of a man’s ears and restored his hearing 
after three years of almost total deaf- 
ness. How we let sin clog the channels 
of blessings, and how able God is to 
remove the obstacles and bring us back 
to the place where we will have our 
ears digged open so that we can receive 
opened Scriptures through open eyes and 
open ears into open understanding. 

When all this has taken place within 
us it cannot be otherwise than that we 
should desire to tell forth the praise of 
Him who has done so much for us. In- 
deed, He tells us, “I will give thee the 
opening of the mouth” (Ezek. 29:21). 
And with the open mouth how can we 
do otherwise than sing the new songs 
which He puts in it? (Psa. 40:3). 

The last step is as sure as the others. 
He opens before us a door and no man 


14 if the Devil catches a man idle, he will set him to work 


can shut it (Rev. 3:8). Surely with 
opened Scriptures, and opened eyes, 
ears and mouth, we can enter an open 
door, to bring all these glorious truths 
to those who stand in such need. 


MERE 

It makes a great difference where a 
word is found in a sentence. Transposing 
the position of an adjective or an adverb 
may do violent wrong, distorting the 
meaning of a speaker, with results that 
may be sinfully slanderous. 

My attention has been called to an 
article in an ultra-fundamentalist news- 
paper in which the editor attacks a fel- 
low Christian in shameless fashion. The 
editor was present at a meeting when a 
famed Christian leader was speaking. 
The editor reports that the speaker said, 
“One of the great heresies of the twen- 
tieth century is that mere acceptance of 
a set of formulas can make a man a 
Christian.” 

The editor then seized upon that 
sentence and for several paragraphs, 
vilified the speaker on the grounds that 
a “set of formulas” is necessary. The 
editor mentioned some great credal 
statements: the Westminister Confes- 
sion, for example, and asked, rhetori- 
cally, “Is this to be considered no more 
than a mere set of formulas?” He quoted 
a member of his family approvingly 
when she asked, “Can these men be 
saved?” 

Certainly we would be the first to cry 
out against anyone who wished to call 
the great creeds of the church nothing 
more than “a mere set of formulas.” But 
that is not what the speaker said. 

There is all the difference in the 
world between the acceptance of “a 
mere set of formulas” and “the mere 
acceptance of a set of formulas.” Where 
does the word mere belong. 


I happen to know both the editor and 
the man whom he attacked. I know 
them both to be born-again men, desir- 
ing, each in his way, to serve the Lord. 
But the editor has disqualified himself 
from the editorial function by slip-shod 
interpretation of a plain English sen- 
tence. We, all three of us—the editor, the 
speaker and this present writer—accept 
the set of formulas. None of us would 
call them a “mere set of formulas.” But 
if that editor can take a sentence and 
transpose a word in such fashion as to 
distort the meaning of a Christian 
brother, he has done it wittingly or un- 
wittingly. If he did it knowingly, it be- 
came a base lie, and he is guilty of the 
heresy of mere acceptance of a set of 
formulas which do not make him an 
honest man. If he did it unwittingly, 


then he should seriously reconsider his 


right to be an editor. The answer will 
be found if there is a public retraction 
and an apology. 

SUSPICION 

There is a great deal of suspicion 
within the bounds of the Christian 
church. There are many true believers 
who are suspicious of one another. 
There are far too many believers who 
are ready to believe the worst about 
other Christians. 

Let me give an illustration. There is 
a certain leader in Protestantism who 
has made a great name for himself in 
ecclesiastical circles. He has received the 
highest honors within the gift of his 
denomination. He has made some ene- 
mies. He has been called a liberal, a 
“Barthian,” an enemy of the faith. I 
met the man and talked with him at 
great length on several occasions. I read 
his books. I am convinced that he is a 
born-again believer who will be in Hea- 
ven with all God’s redeemed, and that 
he is doing everything he can to witness 
effectively for our Lord and Saviour. I 
have quoted him with approval in my 
sermons and articles. 

In my travels I met a minister who 
spoke in terrible terms of this brother. 
I asked, “Do you know him well?” The 
answer came, “I have never seen him.” 
I then asked, “Have you read all his 
books?” The reply was, “I would never 
waste my time on them.” “How then,” 
I said, “do you know that he is such a 
modernist?” The brother had formed his 
opinion without verification on articles 
he had read in a bitter, sometimes scur- 
rilous, and totally untrustworthy paper. 
I showed him an article of commenda- 
tion in another paper. “Since there are 
two opinions here, one censorious and 
the other commendatory, on what basis 
have you formed your opinion? You 
have confidence in me, you say, and I 
have commended him. You do not know 
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the critic and you do not know the man 
whois the target of the criticisms; why 
have you accepted the printed accusa- 
tion and refused the printed commenda- 
tion?” 


The man was silent a long time and 
then said with what might be called a 
puzzled look, “I don’t know . . . I sup- 
pose it is easier to believe something bad 
about a person than it is to believe 
something good .. .” 


And then I had the answer. In a 
flash he had revealed the heart of his 
love-less-ness. ‘‘Love thinketh no evil . . . 
love rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things .. .” (1 Cor. 13:5-7). One of the 
modern translations renders one of the 
phrases, “Love is never suspicious.” 


In backing away from the danger of 
false doctrine there are many Christians 
who have fallen into the pit of suspicion 
and have failed of the love of Christ. 
Ask the Lord for the grace of discern- 
ment, that we may speak the truth in 
love (Eph. 4:15). Always believe the 
best about any professing Christian, 
giving him the benefit of every doubt. 
Only when the positive proofs of error 
or wrong are available may we hold the 
conviction of his position. And even 
then we must keep our opinion in a 
mental sphere, hating the error and 
wrong, but loving the man. And at the 
slightest evidence of his recantation or 
repentance let us be the first to go the 
second mile to receive him (Gal. 6:1). 
Only thus are we true followers of 
Christ in our relationship with other 
men. 


SEX NOT SIN 


In one of the southern states where 
the Bible is taught in the public schools 
the following incident took place in a 
class of five-year-olds in kindergarten. 
The lesson for the day was sin, and the 
teacher wished to stress the fact that 
the true nature of sin is to want one’s 
own way. The heart text was Isaiah 
53:6, “All we like sheep have gone astray, 
we have turned every one to his own 
way.” The teacher writes, “I have been 
stressing that sin is ‘wanting our way 
instead of God’s way,’ and explaining 
the fall, and Cain, and Noah, all in that 
light. This morning I asked, “What is 
sin?’ Several raised their hands. I called 
on one. He said triumphantly, ‘Babies!’ 
Two or three others nodded and said, 
‘Babies!’ I said, ‘Noo-ooo . . .’ and called 
on another, who said, ‘Meanness.’ I leapt 
onto that one, and asked, ‘What makes 
people want to be mean? Wanting 
whose way instead of whose way?’ and 
they finally caught on. No wonder there 
are so many frustrated adults, if at five 
they believed that sex was sin!” 
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Some time ago I was called to a mental 
institution to visit a young woman who 
had been raised by a maiden aunt with 
such false ideas about sex that when she 
was married the shock of transferring 
from proper inhibitions to yieldedness 
unbalanced her temporarily. 

The truth is that sex in its proper 
relationships is one of the greatest gifts 
of God, and children must be taught 
that it is. it is only the deformity of sex 
that is sin. How can small children be 
taught this? 

Begin by showing that there is one 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and 
that we must worship and praise Him, 
and have no other gods before Him. 
When the relationship between Christ 
and God has been established, and when 
it has been shown how much they love 
each other, and how much Christ loves 
us, then the father and mother must tell 
the child that God planned that same 
love to be between mother and daddy, 
and that is why they love each other so 
much. When the children are tremend- 
ously aware of how much the parents 
love each other, then they can be taught, 
by the time they are five, that babies are 
wanted, desired, prayed for, and the 
fruit of the divine love which God has 
put in our hearts. Then the deviation 
can be explained. Children can be 
shown how promiscuous animals are— 
any rooster with any hen—and can 
learn that promiscuity in human 
beings is sin. But at all times they must 
be taught that the right relationship is 
God’s wonderful way of illustrating the 
truth of the relationship of Christ and 
the church. Do not be afraid to teach 
the children the Bible, explaining the 
meaning of the verses which show Israel 
as “going a whoring after strange gods” 
(Deut. 31:16). When they know that 
faithfulness to God is worship and joy 
and that departure from Him is spirit- 
ual adultery, it will not be too difficult 
to lead them to a knowledge of the true 
and false relationships of life. When 
children have been taught in this way 
they can easily be told when their own 
marriages are approaching, that “God 
has given us richly all things to enjoy” 
(1 Tim. 6:17). And most certainly, this 
includes sex within marriage. Then 
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babies are not sin, but the reward of 
joint-creation with God. ; 


I want to share some blessings that I 


have found in new translations in the 
Psalms. I read the Bible in many ver- 
sions and translations. When I am pre- 
paring for my radio messages my secre- 
tary types out texts from some twenty 
translations and puts them on the same 
sheet of paper so that I can see them all 
at once. Great richness often breaks 
forth from such comparisons. Here are 
some joys I have received from recent 
comparison of texts in the Revised 
Standard Version. 

Psalm 30:5. The KJV reads, “For His 
anger endureth but a moment; in His 
favor is life.” The RSV reads, “For His 
anger is but for a moment, and his 


favor is for a lifetime.” The important’ 


thing, of course, is to translate what the 
Hebrew says, and in this case it seems 
clear that the revision is the correct 
translation. We are saved, and some- 
time we get out of the will of God. His 
anger must flash forth in the breaking 
of the fellowship that comes with being 
out of His will, but the grace He has 
given is not for a moment, but for our 
entire lifetime. Praise God for such 
grace. 

Psalm 16:2, 3. The KJV reads, “O my 
soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, Thou 
art my Lord; my goodness extendeth 
not to Thee; but to the saints that are 
in the earth, and to the excellent, in 
whom is all my delight.” The words in 
italics are admittedly not in the original 
Hebrew. The RSV reads, “I say to the 
Lord, Thou art my Lord; I have no 
good apart from Thee. As for the saints 
in the land, they are the noble, in 
whom is all my delight.” How wonderful 
for us to realize that we have no good 
apart from. the Lord. 

Compare with your KJV such passages 
as Psalm 25:14, “The friendship of the 
Lord is for those who fear Him”; Psalm 
28:9, “Be Thou their Shepherd and 
carry them forever”; Psalm 31:6, ‘““Thou 
hatest them who pay regard to vain 
idols”; in Psalm 31:20 we are preserved 
“from the plots of men.” Psalm 38:9, 
“Lord, all my longing is known unto 
Thee.” Psalm 39:12, “Hold not Thy 
peace at my tears! For I am Thy passing 
guest, a sojourner, like all my fathers.” 

One of the greatest blessings which I 
have found in the new translation is a 
word in the fifty-sixth Psalm. One night 
I had not slept too well. It was prob- 
ably my own fault, for friends had taken 
me out late and I had eaten too much 
food at midnight. At all events, the 
next morning I read in the Psalms, 
“Thou hast kept count of my tossings” 
(Psa. 56:8). Surely our God is over us 
in love. 


To live in the spirit is the only way to know the spirit 15 
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THE INVISIBLE WAR 





CHAPTER 6 


THE STAGE RESET 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


he drama of the invisible war may be said to be in 

three acts, each divided into various scenes and with 

interludes of judgment. At times the actors look on 
and at times the audience plays a part. What we have 
seen in the earlier chapters comprises the first act ending 
with the black curtain of judgment falling on the final 
scene. Let us summarize in one paragraph: 

A brilliantly lighted curtain was lifted disclosing a setting 
of great magnificence with multitudes of angelic hosts in 
view. The most splendid of all of those creatures, full of 
wisdom and perfect in beauty, stepped to the center of the 
scene. He spoke: “I will ascend . . . I will exalt . . . I will 
sit . . . I will ascend . . . I will be like the Most High.” 
Suddenly there was a crash of thunder. Every light went 
out. The whole scene was dark, and an even darker curtain 
enveloped the stage. The universal audience was gripped 
with horror. It awaited the next move with breathless 
tension. 


The Curtain of Darkness 

Thus the judgment of God on Satan’s rebellion turned 
out the lights on this world. We do not know how long this 
period of judgment lasted. It may have been long ages. The 
geologists tell us of the scars of the travail of earlier years, 
and they believe that millions of years must have been 
necessary to have brought about some of the phenomena 
which are found in the earth. Let it be millions of years. 
Whatever the theory as to primeval time, it can be dropped 
into the vastness of Genesis. Does some theorist wish to 
claim that a billion years elapsed in bringing the ocean to 
its present degree of saltiness, or the land to its present 
eroding depths and emerging heights? Then put that billion 
years in between the judging blast of God and the fiat of 
light. Does another scientist advance a theory which seems 
to destroy this and set forth a hypothesis which would show 
that all natural phenomena can be explained on a basis of 
brevity? Then say that the going forth of the command 
of light followed the devastation of judgment’s wreckage by 
no more than the interval between one stroke of lightning 
and its thunder. At the moment, science holds a theory of 
length of ages. This does not contradict the Biblical facts, 
for the Bible furnishes only an outline enabling us to dis- 
cern the sequence of events but not the time length in the 
details of the events. : 


16 The poorest believer in Jesus Christ is unspeakably wealthy 


In any event the curtain of darkness fell on the first act. 
The interval may be counted short from God’s point of 
view, and yet long from the scientist’s point of view. A 
child counts a year as a long time; an adult has learned 
differently. From the point of comparison with eternity, the 
intervals of time are but flashing instants. 

It is therefore of no importance how men may theorize 
about the time length necessary to form some of the scars of 
judgment that are upon our world and upon the dead and 
the dying sun. Fallen man may be unwilling or unable to 
identify these scars with the marks of the wounds of sin and 
with the judgment of a holy God whose nature blazed forth 
to reveal both itself and its enemy. But it can scarcely be 
expected that men, who will not recognize similar wounds 
in their own hearts and who will not acknowledge their 
distance from their creator, should see clearly into the 
spiritual nature of the judgments that once took place on 
this earth. 


Satan’s Helplessness 

Whether the interval between the scenes is counted in 
man’s moments or God’s aeons, it finally came to an end; 
and the second act of this universal drama was ready to 
begin. At last the Spirit of God moved into the realm of 
Lucifer and began to brood upon the face of the black 
waters of earth. Without this divine activity the world 
would have remained forever in the murky night of divine 
judgment which shrouded its chaotic state. Not only was it 
impossible for the darkness of earth to transform itself into 
light, but Satan had no power to alter the chaos which 
pride had brought down upon his province. 

A journalist has said that the idea of unscrambling an 
egg is the symbol of the impossible. When God- wrecked 
Satan’s realm He confronted the fallen cherub with just 
such a problem. Satan’s ruined principality lay before him. 
As long as it was shrouded in the darkness of the judgment, 
it was hidden from the gaze of the angelic hosts. But light 
was to break upon the judged creation. The pretender who 
had claimed that he would be like the Possessor of Heaven 
and earth was to be revealed as a braggart unable to dissi- 
pate a cloud or re-form a clod. He was to lie in naked im- 
potence before all creation. It would now be seen that he 
who had the power to bring destruction had no power to 
create. And he who had called for followers to worship his 
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wisdom was to see that wisdom proven powerless. He could 
not bring order to that which God had marred. How this 
must have accentuated the bitter gnawing in the heart of 
Satan. 

We are not to think of a creature “perfect in all his ways” 
becoming in an instant “the dragon . . . that old serpent, 
called the Devil and Satan which deceiveth the whole 
world” (Rev. 12:9). Rather are we to note a developing 
malignancy in this depraved being which grew with his 
ever-increasing hatred of God and which fed upon itself 
and its frustrations. Milton in Paradise Lost saw the need 
for time in the development of such a degradation; and, 
while Milton’s idea of precipitation from Heaven to Hell 
with a subsequent invasion of earth is totally unscriptural, 
his thought of Satan’s gradual disintegration and decline 
from high nobility to base malignancy is in the line of truth. 
Certainly in the dark interlude between the judgment of 
the first creation and the going forth of light which was to 
preface its rehabilitation, we find place for such develop- 
ment. 

God’s Power 

What Satan could not do even in ages, God could do in a 
single word. The whole of the Godhead was working in 
divine unity to reset the stage for the coming unfolding of 
the drama. Thus the Father did it, giving the command, 
“Let there be light.” Thus the Holy Spirit did it, brooding 
upon the face of the deep. Thus the Son, the eternal Word 
did it, being Himself the Verb in the statement, “And God 
said .. .” Ten times in the first chapter of Genesis we find 
this phrase, and each time Christ is present in it. 

Christ, indeed, is the principal protagonist in all of the 
scenes of the invisible war. “He is before all things, and by 
him all things consist” (Col. 1:17). Though He has not 
yet appeared by name in the Genesis narrative, the book is 
inexplicable without Him; and one of the foremost pur- 
poses of the New Testament is to reveal Christ as present 
in every part of the Old. We are not turning aside, there- 
fore, from the onward march of our history of the invisible 
war if we introduce some of the texts in the opening verses 
of the creation account which discover Him as the member 
of the Godhead who was actually performing the work. 
Thus the New Testament can say of Christ, “All things 
were made by him, and without him was not anything 
made that was made” (John 1:3). We might well translate 
the opening phrase of John’s Gospel, “In the beginning 
was the Verb, and the Verb was with God, and God was 
the Verb. All things were made by Him .. .” 

So it was Christ who dispelled the darkness. “And God 
said, Let there be light, and there was light.” The light 
which came over the chaotic universe was a light produced 
by the Word of God. “The entrance of thy words giveth 
light,” the Psalmist says (Psa. 119:130). And the whole 
history of God’s dealings manifests the power of the Word 
of God to bring light out of darkness, life out of death. 
This is our God, and there is none else besides. He alone 
can do this. Fiat lux—and there was light. 

The shining of light into the waste and desolate creation 
must have brought Satan to instant attention. Although 
in the Genesis account Satan first appears on the sixth day 
when God made man, we may be sure that he had not been 
unconcerned during the previous days. From the very first 
moment when the Lord spoke the Word that brought light 
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‘shining out of darkness, Satan was aware that God had 


intervened in what that fallen angel had come to look upaui , 
as being his own possession. : 

It is important to remember that.Satan has always looked . 
upon this world as his personal property. There is much 
that will remain incomprehensible if we overlook this fact. 
When Lucifer first awoke to consciousness, it was with the 
knowledge that he was ruler. When he was first placed in 
authority, it was by the edict of God who created him the 
cherub anointed for high purposes. God had said, “I have 
set thee so” (Ezek. 28:14); and even in his fallen state Christ 
called him “the prince of this world” (John 14:30). When 
the Lord Jesus Christ met the blasphemy of the Pharisees 
who had suggested that His power was Satanic, He did it 
with an answer which recognized the principality of Satan: 
“Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desola- 
tion; and every city or house divided against itself shall not 
stand. And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against 
himself; how shall then his kingdom stand?” (Lk. 11:17, 18). 
Where the Lord Himself recognized that Satan possessed 
a kingdom on earth, how can we imagine that Satan was 
without a supreme sense of his own lordship? True, Satan 
had failed in his first attempt to increase his power outside 
the earthly sphere where God had set him. Yet he still had 
his principality, and he would work tenaciously to hold it 
and would resist every attempt, even by God, to encroach 
upon it. And if God should try to endow Adam, this in- 
truder, with a lordship in Satan’s domain, Satan would seek 
to alter the relationship and make Adam his own creature. 
Satan wanted power. It was sweet to him, and he would 
fight for it. Every user of power tends to entrench himself 
in his position and place of power, and tends to expand 
that power to its utmost in every possible direction. This is 
true of men today, whether individuals or groups, whether 
committees, branches of government, bureaus, legislatures, 
synods, presbyteries, pastors, shop foremen, office managers, 
policemen, husbands, wives or any person holding any 
authority whatsoever over another. This is one of the laws 
of human history, and it flows out of the nature of Satan 
and the nature of his rebellion against God. 


God Still on the Throne 

If the period of darkness and chaos was a prolonged one 
from the creature’s point of view, the shock must have been 
all the greater when Satan discovered that God, after a 
long age of silence and inactivity in the realm of the 
darkened world, had not abandoned it to its governor, but 
still had an interest in it, still considered it as His province 
and under His sovereignty and evidently was now moving 
to work out some purpose of which Satan was in ignorance. 

The divine command went forth and light streamed onto 
the stage which had known both the first act of creation 
with the music of the morning stars and the interlude of 
darkness which had followed. When the light pushed back 
the curtains of darkness, the stage was seen to be empty. 
No character walked the boards; no scenery was in place. 
Judgment lay illuminated before the eyes of the universe. 
Even those who had given their allegiance to Satan and 
who with him had not been able to pierce the veil of dark- 
ness were now forced to see the horror of a divine judgment 
on the material universe, illustrating the hatred of God 
against sin. 

But now, in the succeeding days, God Himself began to 
shift the scenery upon that bare expanse, vacant and form- 
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less. There would be six days of sceneshifting and then the 
second act in the drama would be presented. A new charac- 
ter would be created aroun: whom the greatest battles of 
the invisible war would be fought. Finally after six days of 
preparation, the new character stepped on the scene: it was 
man newly awakened to consciousness. 

Since we are not presenting a detailed commentary on 
Genesis, we pass over the great riches to be found in the 
story of the six days to consider man himself. We merely 
sum up in passing, even as the phrase in the ten command- 
ments does, the events of the six days. There we read: “For 
in six days the Lord made Heaven and earth, the sea and 
all that in them is” (Ex. 20:11). Note well that it does not 
say that the Lord created these things in six days. The verb 
create is used for origination. The other verbs used in the 
story of the six days have no concept of creation in them. 
These new words have to do with the arranging and order- 
ing of the existing materials into new forms. “God divided 
. .. God made . . . God gathered . . . God set . . .” These 
are the predicates of the account of the six days. They are 
words used of secondary work which has no thought of 
creation in it. Thus we may repudiate utterly the idea that 
the world was created in six days, and establish that the 
Bible, when taken in its utmost literalness, teaches that the 
perfect. created world was blasted to ruin and desolation 
after which it was re-formed and re-fashioned in the six 
days as the stage upon which the drama of sin and redemp- 
tion was to take place. 

This is the reason why God did not destroy the earth 
utterly. God had a plan for it. The very place which had 
been the scene of the challenge to the authority of the 
Most High God was to see His triumphant vindication. The 
day would come when God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
would bring His life on earth to a close and would pray 
in the garden of Gethsemane, “I have glorified thee on the 
earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to 
do” (John 17:4). And out of that fall of Lutifer and the 
subsequent fall of man, through the redemption provided 
in Christ, God would bring a mighty company of be- 
lievers, children, sons, whom He could raise to the very 
throne of Heaven without the remotest possibility that any 
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18 The way to bless the world is to walk in separation from it 


one of them would ever claim any power in his own right. 
When these saints are in Heaven and at work in the govern- 
ment of God, they will be the first to acknowledge, and 
will continually do so, that God is the one true God, that 
there is none like unto Him, that He is the source of life 
and power, and that to Him shall be ascribed all of the 
praise and the glory. 


Satan’s Attack on Genesis 

Before coming to the entrance of man upon the scene, 
let us take notice of one of Satan’s favorite stratagems in his 
war against God. Knowing that the account of his rebellion 
is detailed in the Scriptures, he does everything possible 
to discredit the Book. Knowing that Genesis sets forth the 
intervention of God in Satan’s kingdom, he is especially 
bitter in his attacks upon these pages. Satan’s hatred of the 
Scriptures is evident in many ways; every attack upon the 
Bible may be known to come from him. He will use any 
arm or instrument to belittle the veracity and authenticity 
of the Scriptures. At times the assaults are open and even 
virulent. At times they are hidden and subtle. But always 
he has but one real hatred, one enmity, and that is the 
hatred of the living and true God. If Satan can get men 
to disbelieve in the record of the first lines of the Bible, he 
can get them to disbelieve in the deity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself. If Satan did not realize this fact before 
the incarnation of the Lord Jesus, he certainly has known it 
since; for Christ stated, as we have seen, that no man could 
ever believe in the Christ of the Gospels if he did not be- 
lieve in the writings of Moses, including of course these 
pages in Genesis (John 5:46, 47). The reason the Jews re- 
jected Christ was because they had rejected Moses; it is im- 
possible for any man to believe fully in the New Testament 
Gospels if he has rejected the Pentateuch. It is not to be 
wondered at, therefore, that Satan brings his every force to 
bear against this portion of the Bible. Destroy this and he 
knows, for Christ has taught it, that man cannot believe in 
the Christ of God. 

Among the most widely prevalent attacks upon the book 
of Genesis is the idea, universally taught by liberal theolo- 
gians and, unfortunately, disseminated by many teachers 
who are merely the echoes of the echoes of the originators 
of the theory; that the first znd second chapters of Genesis 
contain two different stories of creation, and that these two 
stories were patched together by a later editor to make the 
account which we possess today. This, of course, is not so. 
In the first place, we have shown that there is no detailed 
account of the original creation to be found anywhere in 
the Bible. There is not one line to tell us whether this 
original creation took place in the flash of a Word, or 
whether God was pleased to plant a perfect amoeba and let 
it split and re-split for ages and ages. We simply do not 
know. In the second place, these two chapters of Genesis do 
not even contain two different accounts of the re-fashioning 
or the restoration of the earth. What the Genesis account 
does do is first to give a general outline of the order of 
events. Then the author returns to select the most important 
item in the series that has been described and proceeds to 
amplify it because it is the basis of all that is to follow. 

Let me illustrate this in a different realm. There is 
hardly a week goes by in which I do not write a letter which 
parallels very closely the structure of the first two chapters 
of Genesis. I may write thus to a friend or a loved one: “I 
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left Philadelphia on Monday and preached in New York 
that evening. After the meeting, I took the train for Ohio 
and. preached in Canton on Tuesday evening, Akron on 
Wednesday, Cleveland on Thursday. I returned east by 
train Thursday night, preaching in Lancaster on Friday, 
and reaching Philadelphia at midnight for my three days at 
home before starting out again on my circuit of teaching.” 
After having given this outline of the whole week, I may 
well begin another paragraph, saying: “At Cleveland, on 
Thursday, I saw a most remarkable display of jewels in the 
store of a Christian friend who for years has been composing 
pictures with jewels arranged against black velvet. Using 
hundreds of stones; large and small, the diamond, the ruby, 
the topaz, the emerald, the sapphire, he arranges brilliant 
designs ‘which attract hundreds of people to his show win- 
dows. I saw one of a peacock, with the multicolors of his 
plumage made up of hundreds of jewels placed against the 
velvet background.” Is there anything extraordinary in the 
structure of such a letter? Yet there are men who have at- 
tacked the Bible because the first chapter gives a running 
account of all six days of restoration, while the second 
chapter takes up in detail. the appearance of man on the 
sixth day. 


Elohim and Jehovah 


And as their argument against the structure falls down, 
so does that against the content of the narrative. They say 
that the stories differ because different names are used for 
God but when we remember what we have seen about the 
almost four hundred names of God and how God reveals 
Himself through those names the matter becomes clear. 
Elohim is the name of God used in matters of creation and 
power. Jehovah is the name that is used in connection with 
all of His acts that lead to redemption. Thus in the account 
of the flood it is Elohim, the Creator, who tells Noah to 
enter the ark with two of each kind of animal for the pre- 
servation of the species, and it is Jehovah who tells him to 
take seven of the clean animals for sacrifice, and who shuts 
him in so that he is safe. 

That these pages are divinely inspired is a fact which is 
woven into every part of the writing. One commentator, 
who has devoted much thought and care to the narrative of 
the six days, writes of this first chapter: ‘““The orderly man- 
ner in which God proceeded, the ease with which He accom- 
plished His work, the excellency of that which was pro- 
duced, and the simplicity of the narrative, at once impress 
the reader. Out of the chaos was brought the ‘cosmos’, which 
signifies order, arrangement, beauty; out of the waters 
emerged the earth; a scene of desolation, darkness and 
death was transformed into one of light, life and fertility, 
so that at the end all was pronounced ‘very good’... 
Genesis One is to be regarded not as a poem, still less as an 
allegory, but as a literal, historical statement of divine 
revelation . . . Marvelously concise is what is to be found 
here. A single verse suffices to speak of the original creation 
of the Heaven and the earth. Another verse is all that is 
needed to describe the awful chaos into which the ruined 
earth was plunged. And less than thirty verses more tell of 
the six days’ work, during which the Lord ‘made Heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is.’ Not all the 
combined skill of the greatest literary artists, historians, 
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. poets, or philosophers this world has ever produced, could 


design a composition which would begin to equal the first 

of Genesis. For depth of theme, and yet simplicity of lan- : 
guage: for comprehensiveness of scope, and yet terseness of 

expression; for scientific exactitude, and yet the avoidance’ 
of all technical terms: it is unrivaled, and nothing can be 

found in the whole realm of literature which can be com- 

pared with it for a moment. It stands by itself. The brevity 

of it evidences the divine wisdom of Him who inspired it. 

Contrast the labored formulae of the scientists, contrast the 

verbose writing of the poets, contrast the meaningless 

cosmogonies of the ancients and the foolish mythologies of 

the heathen, and the uniqueness of this divine account of 

creation and restoration will at once appear. Every line of 

this opening chapter of the Holy Scriptures has stamped 

across it the autograph of Deity.” 


The Paradox of the Fortunate Fall 


When the whole of the revelation is seen in one panora- 
mic view, it becomes evident that the creation of man 
was a deliberate move of divine strategy in the invisible 
war. Out of this creation and fall and out of the redemption 
which was to follow, there was to come the complete revela- 
tion of the depths of the wisdom and the knowledge of 
God (Rom. 11:33). This has been called the Paradox of 
the Fortunate Fall. 

The comprehension of much of the rest of the Bible 
depends upon the understanding of the place of man in 
the ranks of created beings. The angelic beings had been 
established in an orderly hierarchy. Lucifer was created as 
the highest of all; there was no creature superior to him. 
Beneath him were all the varied orders of the angelic crea- 
tion: cherubs, seraphs, the archangels, principalities and 
powers, the lower angels, and those creatures who were the 
inhabitants of the pre-Adamite earth whose disembodied 
spirits, it has been suggested, became the demons when 
they followed Lucifer in his rebellion. All of these hosts, 
innumerable in their ranks and gradations of position and 
power, were before God as models of previous creations. 
And, in addition, there was the infinite creative imagination 
of God. But when the Almighty moved to create man, He 
did not use any of the angelic models before Him. Man 
was not given the power of Lucifer. He was not given the 
might of those who are called the principalities and powers. 
He was not given the speed of angels nor their freedom of 
movement throughout the air and the Heavens. God 
created man below all of these angelic orders and tied him 
to earth with the law of gravity, limiting him in space, in 
time, in intelligence and in power. It was a principle of 
the divine strategy which will become more and more ap- 
parent as we proceed. 

In the eighth Psalm, David sings, “O Lord, our Lord, how 
excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy 
glory above the heavens. Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings has thou ordained strength because of thine 
enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. 
When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; what is man, 
that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that 
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Singing Throngs Greet Billy Graham 


As Crusade Opens in London 


With the eyes of the world turned upon 
him, Billy Graham has launched his most 
ambitious campaign to date in ancient 
London. 

Like Moody and Torrey in an earlier 
generation, the American evangelist was 
placed under the sharpest scrutiny of the 
British clergy, press and general public. 

The Church of England has remained offi- 
cially aloof from the most heralded evange- 
listic campaign in religious history and even 
some evangelicals were sniping at Billy be- 
hind the scenes. 

But the British people have welcomed 
him with crowds that have threatened to 
get out of police control. Waterloo Station 
was packed with a singing throng when the 
evangelist and his wife, Ruth, arrived. It 
was a welcome that would have honored a 
king. 

It was to be expected that the Harringay 
Arena, seating upwards of 11,000, would be 
packed out for the opening meeting March 
1. Because many British churches conduct 
their Sunday schools on Sunday afternoon, 
the campaign opened on a Monday night. 

Even in the first service there was a re- 
markable response to Graham’s request for 
decisions. Some 500 or 600 filed forward 
down 25 aisles to confess their faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

A token of the high esteem in which the 
U. S. evangelist is held in his own land was 
the presence on the platform of two United 
States senators, Styles Bridges of New Hamp- 
shire and Stuart Symington of Missouri. 

Billy Graham, who had no misgivings 
about the enormity of his responsibility in 
launching the London crusade, began the 
extensive behind-the-scenes planning for 
the British effort more than a year ago. A 
top-flight group of some of the ablest and 
most respected evangelical leaders of Great 
Britain were appointed to the London cam- 
paign’s executive committee. Capable F. Roy 
Cattell, executive secretary of the World 
Evangelical Alliance, has been in charge of 
the preparations in Britain and there is 
ample evidence that he has done a superb 
job. More than 1,800 churches are officially 
supporting the evangelistic effort and more 
than 20,000 people have been organized in 
prayer groups throughout the British Isles. 

Billboards, posters in underground sta- 
tions and on buses, and 20,000 car stickers 
have shouted to everyone in sprawling Lon- 


don that something big was going to take 
place. 

In the U. S. Billy has plumped hard for 
prayer and financial support in a series of 
huge rallies and over his extensive “Hour of 
Decision” radio and television network. 
With a large share of the huge London 
budget already in hand, Billy has gone 
forth with the prayerful support of all but 
the extreme fringe segments—both right and 
left—of American Protestantism. 

Even while he was still crossing the At- 
lantic, the Labor Party of Britain accused 
Billy of being opposed to socialism. “Apolo- 
gize, Billy—or Stay Away” was the headline 
of the Labor’s Herald. And Billy, eager to 
keep clear of political involvements, did 
just that. Soon after his arrival, he went 
down to Parliament and apologized person- 
ally for using the word “socialism” instead 
of “secularism” in advance campaign pub- 
licity. 

There were other annoyances and prob- 
lems, but from the start Billy was taking 
the hurdles with easy grace. He was winning 
his way with the politicians, the press and 
the conservative British clergy. 

Billy was doing everything in his power 
even to talking at a slower pace—to make 
the meetings go. He knew it could be the 





biggest success—or the biggest flop—of his 
career. 

Only the Lord knew the answer, but it 
looked like He too was very much on Billy’s 
side. 


Greek Protestants Win 

Greece’s Ministry of Cults has backed 
down in an effort to make Protestant 
churches in that country report the attend- 
ance of all persons present in their services. 

Annulment of the order was announced 
after Christopher King, World Council of 
Churches field representative in Greece, and 
Prof. Hamilcar Alvisatos of the University 
of Athens, a leading Orthodox theologian, 
had intervened. 

Dr. George A. Hadjiantonious, moderator 
of the Greek Evangelical Church, largest 
Protestant body in the country, had notified 
the Ministry that he would not comply 
with the order. 

Meanwhile, leaders of an Athens Church 
of God congregation stated they would ap- 
peal to the Greek Supreme Court the 
government’s rejection of their application 
to build a house of worship. 


Healer on the Griddle 

A heated controversy raged recently in 
St. Petersburg, Fla., between Evangelist 
Oral Roberts and the Churches of Christ, 
who offered a $1,000 reward for proof of 
one “miracle.” 

Roberts, a Pentecostal, was conducting a 
two-week tent campaign on the outskirts 
of the city, with special meetings daily to 
pray for the sick. 


Billy Graham holds Bible aloft as he is mobbed on his arrival at London's Waterloo Station. 
Thousands of hymn-singing Britishers greeted the young evangelist. 
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The Pinellas County Churches of Christ 


- ran a large ad daily offering the reward. It 


said the group would give “$1,000 for ac- 
ceptable evidence of one case of miraculous, 
divine healing of cancer, tuberculosis, 
withered limbs or paralysis. Certified testi- 
mony of any three reputable physicians, 
members of the Pinellas Medical Society, 
will be accepted as sufficient evidence.” 


Service for Youth Workers 


A new mail-bag youth service is proving 
a boon to pastors and youth workers across 
the country. 

The service, pack- 
aged for two age 
groups, juniors and 
teen-agers, gives 
youth workers the 
ideas and fresh ma- 
terial they need to 
win and hold their 
young people. 

Prepared by the 
Christian Workers’ 
Service Bureau, Re- 

SANTA dondo Beach, Calif., 
the monthly subscription service includes 
everything from fully planned programs and 
publicity helps to a leadership training 
course and special devotionals. 

The colorful, fully-illustrated packets are 
compiled by CWSB director, George F. 
Santa, with the help of some twenty con- 
tributing editors. 

These special editors include such well- 
known names as Edeth E. Jenkins, formerly 
director of Christian education, Wheaton 
(IIL) Bible Church; Harold E. Garner, 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago; Wendell 
P. Loveless, pastor, musician and author, 
of Wheaton; and Dr. Roger J. Voskuyl, 
president of Westmont College. 


Colombia Defies World Opinion 


With the brazen blessing and encourage- 
ment of the Roman Catholic Church, Co- 
lombia is rapidly degenerating into an- 
other Spain. 

Openly defying world opinion, the politi- 
cal puppets of the Vatican have added in- 
sult to injury, murder and violence by 
prohibiting non-Catholics “to proselytize or 
propagandize outside their places of wor- 
ship” in any part of Colombia. 

Protestant missionaries are specifically 
barred from performing any public mission- 
ary or educational work except for children 
of non-Catholic foreigners. 

This ruling by the Colombian Interior 
Ministry has been denounced in protests 
by both the National Council of Churches 
and the National Association of Evangelicals 
as violations of the Colombian constitution, 
the UN Human Rights Declaration, which 
Colombia signed, and the 1948 charter of 
the Organization of American States. 

In a decree issued last September Colom- 
bia banned all Protestant activity in so- 
called “mission territories” of Colombia. 
covering about three-fourths of the coun- 
try’s area. 

In the face of these developments, the 
Colombian government blandly denies that 
non-Catholics are being persecuted. A gov- 
ernment communique said that allegations 
that Protestants had suffered loss of life or 





property in Colombia were untrue. It added . 
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Led by Beverly Shea, high U. S. officials sang “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” at a prayer 
breakfast in Washington's nies Hotel. (L to r) Chief Justice Warren, Conrad Hilton, 





President Eisenhower, 


. Shea, unidentified man, Senator Carlson, Vice President 


Nixon and Senator Wiley. The Pe si later stated it was his favorite hymn. 


that the Colombian constitution guaranteed 
“perfect and complete security” for non- 
Catholic foreigners where their missions 
were carried out in churches “destined to 
that purpose.” 

Reliable evangelical agencies such as the 
Evangelical Confederation of Colombia 
have provided complete documentation to 
show that this is untrue. Rev. John Savage, 
a veteran British missionary, has pointed 
out that during the last five years 42 
Protestant church buildings have been de- 
stroyed by fire and dynamite and 31 other 
buildings used by Protestants have been 
damaged. Since 1948, 110 Protestant schools 
have been closed, 54 of them by government 
order, the others because of violence against 
Protestants. Fifty-one Protestants were 
murdered because of their religious con- 
victions during the period. 

The Roman Catholic Primate of Colom- 
bia has openly praised the government’s 
new orders. Crisanto Cardinal Luque, Arch- 
bishop of Bogota, wrote the Interior Minis- 
try that the measure fulfilled the govern- 
ment’s duty “to protect the religion of 
almost all Colombians.” 

The Cardinal expressed the hope that 
the government’s new ruling would be 
embodied in Colombia’s constitution, revi- 
sion of which is now under way. 

From Colombia comes the cry of fellow 
believers: 

“We earnestly call upon our Christian 
lvethren in all parts of the world to unite 
in prayer before Almighty God, to the end 
that the Church in Colombia may be de- 
livered from the unjust and cruel intentions 
of the civil government, that Colombian 
Christians may be strengthened in the time 
of trial, and that by their witness the king- 
dom of Jesus Christ may increase and shine 
throughout the world.” 


Prayer Meeting in Washington 

The wheels of official Washington ground 
to a stop for a good hour Feb. 4 as the 
highest officers of the U. S. Government 
took time out to pray. 

The gathering was the second annual 
prayer breakfast honoring President Eisen- 
hower and sponsored by Abraham Veriede’s 


International Council for Christian Leader- 
ship in the ballroom of the Mayflower 
Hotel. 

“I believe no one can read the history 
of our country,” Chief Justice Earl Warren 
declared in a brief talk, “without realizing 
that the Good Book and the spirit of the 
Saviour have from the beginning been our 
guiding geniuses. . . . It has been a_ Chris- 
tian land governed by Christian principles.” 

A portion from the First Psalm was 
read by Senator Alexander Wiley of Wis- 
consin and Vice President Nixon, with sim- 
ple dignity and clear voice, read from the 
15th chapter of St. John. Thanks for the 
food was offered by Charles E. Bennett of 
Florida and chairman for the meeting was 
old-time Sunday school teacher and super- 
intendent, Senator Frank Carlson of Kansas. 

The President did not speak, as had been 
announced earlier, but he sang lustily when 
the entire company of 600 joined in sing- 
ing “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” 

After the breakfast, the President in- 
vited Billy Graham to ride in his car over 
to the White House. They discussed the 
young evangelist’s forthcoming London 


campdign. 
Ike at Red Mass 


The presence of the President at a prayer 
breakfast and his participation in the Am- 
erican Legion’s coast to coast radio and 
television “Back to God” program brought 
encouragement to Christians across the land. 

But staunch Protestants winced when he 
took time to attend a special “red mass” in 
St. Matthew’s Roman Catholic Cathedral. 
Some argued that he was President of the 
entire nation—made up of both Roman 
Catholics and Protestants—but other ob- 
servers recalled his pre-nomination remark 
that he was a “fanatical Protestant.” 


Scrap of Pa 

A former Russian paratrooper now a 
ministerial student at Baptist Theological 
Seminary in New Orleans tells how a piece 
of paper in a trash basket led to his con- 
version. 

The scrap of paper, said Nikolai A. 
Alexandrenko, was a leaflet containing two 


21 











Scripture verses published by the Baptist 
World Alliance and the Southern Baptist 
Convention. It had been distributed by 
German Baptists to a D.P. camp where he 
was held for a year and a half following 
his capture by German troops in the battle 
of the Dnieper in 1943. 

After finding the leaflet, Alexandrenko 
said, he began looking for a Bible and fin- 
ally obtained one at a Baptist church in 
Munich. He joined the church, was bap- 
tized and later preached for two years 
among other displaced persons. 


More Bad News for Smokers 

The cigaret manufacturers, still reeling 
from the pummeling they have _ received 
from U. S. scientists, have just taken a 
solid punch from Iain MacLeod, Britain’s 
Health Minister. He told Parliament: 

The relationship (between cigaret smok- 
ing and the incidence of lung cancer) is 
“established” and there is “a strong pre- 
sumption” that it is a matter of cause and 
effect. 

He declared that a sudden cessation in 
cigaret smoking would not cause a drama- 
tic drop in the death rate because the dis- 
ease takes many years to develop, but “it 
is desirable that young people should be 
warned of the risk apparently attendant on 
excessive smoking.” 

British cigaret manufacturers were furi- 
ous, but they offered to put up $700,000 
over seven years to help in lung cancer re- 
search. 


75,000 Indians Study Bible 

More than 75,000 Indian nationals are 
studying the Gospel of St. John by means 
of a correspondence course. 

This was revealed in a report made at 
the third annual conference of the Evangeli- 
cal Fellowship of India which convened re- 
cently in Deylali in Western India. Some 
250 heard Dr. J. Edwin Orr of Los Angeles 
and Norman Grubb of London speak on 
the need for revival in the church of India. 

One of the features of the gathering was 
the singing of a choir of 22 men and 
women sent by the churches in the Naga 
Hills of Assam. They were scheduled to visit 
the main cities in West and North India. 


Wearing their ceremonial national 
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Ex-Priest Opens Center 

Establishment of the Pro-Ca (Protestant- 
Catholic) Information Center at 1322 N. 
27th Street, Philadelphia, has been an- 
nounced by the Rev. J. A. Fernandez, 
S.T.D., a converted Spanish Roman Catholic 
priest. 

: In a tactfully 
worded pamphlet, 
the purpose of the 
center is declared to 
be that of supplying 
information on both 
“Roman Catholicism 
and Evangelical Prot- 
estantism to both 
Roman Catholics and 
Protestants.” The 
service includes the 

FERNANDEZ publishing and distri- 
bution of helpful literature, consultations, 
speaking engagements and the issuance of 
a magazine called the Pro-Ca Digest. 

Dr. Fernandez was born and educated in 
Spain, came to the U. S. in 1921 and at- 
tended the Dominican Theological Seminary 
in Louisiana where he was ordained a 
Roman Catholic priest in 1924. He served 
as pastor of one of the largest Roman 
Catholic churches in New Orleans and 
later held the position of a Superior of the 
Dominican Fathers. 

He left the priesthood and enrolled in 
the U. S. Army in 1942, serving with mili- 
tary intelligence. While in the army he 
came under the tutelage of a chaplain, 
which resulted in his conversion. He re- 
ceived a master of theology degree from 
Princeton ‘Theological Seminary and a 
doctorate of sacred theology from Temple 
University School of Theology. 


WCC Plans Pageant 

One of the features of the Second As- 
sembly of the World Council of Churches, 
to be held at Evanston, Illinois, in August, 
will be a huge public worship service in 
Soldier Field, Chicago. The gospel story will 
be told in Scripture, music and pageantry 
before an estimated throng of 100,000. 

The Assembly will open on Sunday, Aug- 
ust 15, with a worship service at First 





costumes, members of a gospel choir of Naga Hills 
Christians sing during a service at St. Andrew's Church, Calcutta, on an evangelistic tour. 


Methodist Church, Evanston, in which the 
five presidents of the World Council will 
participate. They are Greek Orthodox Met- 
ropolitan Athenagoras of London, Exarch 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in western 
and central Europe; Dr. Marc Boegner of 
Paris, president of the French Protestant 
Federation; Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher of 
London, Archbishop of Canterbury; Bishop 
Eivind Berggrav of Oslo; and Methodist 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of Washington. 

Three languages—French, German and 
English—will be used by the Assembly, and 
simultaneous translation, similar to that 
used at the United Nations, will be pro- 
vided. 

Delegates will devote much of their time 
to the main theme of the Assembly—“‘Christ, 
the Hope of the World.” 


ACCC Wins a Round 

Newspapers of Columbus, Ohio, recently 
devoted columns of space to a controversy 
between a spokesman of the American 
Council of Churches and the executive 
secretary of the Ohio Council of Churches. 

Rev. William F. Ashbrook, pastor of the 
Calvary Bible Church, criticized the Ohio 
Pastors Convention for scheduling as a 
speaker Dr. Nels F. S. Ferre, professor of 
philosophical theology at Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity. Ferre, according to Ashbrook, has 
cast doubts on the virgin birth of Jesus 
Christ and is “a liberal apologist for the 
Marxian philosophy.” 

To substantiate his thesis, Ashbrook 
quoted from Ferre’s book, The Christian 
Understanding of God, which deals in this 
manner with the virgin birth: 

“Strange, however, is the hold which this 
doctrine in its more literal form has on 
countless people. Reference to the Virgin 
Birth is not found in Paul’s letters, the 
earliest writings we have. It is not found in 
Mark, the original Gospel. 

“It is not found in the various epistles of 
the New Testament. It is not found in the 
Johannine tradition. As a matter of fact, the 
reference in John to the claim by the Jews 
to the effect that they were not born in 
adultery, could give external credence to a 
Nazi claim that Jesus was a German. 

“Mary, we remember, was found pregnant 
before her engagement to mild Joseph. 
Nazareth was hard by a Roman garrison 
where the soldiers were German mercen- 
aries. Jesus is also reported throughout a 
continuous part of the history of art, it is 
claimed, to have been a blond. This is sup- 
posedly unnatural for the Mediterranean 
countries where this same tradition started 
and was continued. ste 

“Hence Jesus must have been the chil 
of a German soldier. After all, the claim 
develops, such is the experience of many 
girls near military camps.” 

Ashbrook also cited a passage from 
Ferre’s book, Christianity and Society, which 
reveals some of the Vanderbilt professor’s 
views on Marxianism: 

“If Marxism should conquer the whole 
world, this might be merely the prelude in 
economic arrangement to the blossoming 
forth within it of the deeply-sowed seeds of 
Christian faith and expectations. 

“Marxism may be God’s means to Chris- 
tian fulfillment in history: Much blood may 
have to flow and much witnessing may have 
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The Missionary Training Institute, Christian and Missionary Alliance school at Nyack, N. Y., 
has acquired this $470,000 residence, “Sky Island,” for $75,000 on property adjoining the 
campus. The new building will serve as a combined library and administration building. 


to be done through martyrdom, but in the 
long run we can do everything for and 
nothing against the truth. That Biblical 
insight is sound.” 

The Rev. Dr. W. Henry Shillington, 
church council executive, defended Ferre 
as a scholar and philosopher, declared Ferre 
would remain on the program. 

The incident was significant in that it 
represented the successful efforts of the 
ACCC representative, Ashbrook, to com- 
mand such large space in the secular press. 
(See “The Nature of Our Danger,” March, 
1954 Erernity.) Judging from the quota- 
tions cited from Ferre’s book, impartial 
evangelical observers stated, the ACCC, in 
this instance, had won its point. 


K of C Buy Factory 

Some evidence of the growing prosperity 
of the Knights of Columbus, Roman Catho- 
lic fraternal order, is contained in the an- 
nouncement that the organization recently 
bought the Bridgeport (Conn.) Brass Co. 
for $1,800,000 cash. 

This is the second large purchase by the 
order which recently acquired the ground 
under the Yankee Stadium in New York 
City. 

Revival in English Schools 

Despite the reports of Britain’s lack of 
spiritual vigor, there are signs here and 
there that the evangelical faith still lives. 

Every Saturday night some 500 students 
fill the debating hall of Cambridge Univer- 
sity for a weekly Bible reading. This is 
sponsored by the noted Cambridge Inter- 
Collegiate Christian Union which is identi- 
fied with Inter-Varsity Fellowship. 

The week-end prayer meeting has had to 
move to a college chapel owing to its size 
and the crowds have forced removal to a 
larger church for the Sunday evening ser- 
mon. 

In Oxford, for the Freshers’ Sermon this 
year one of the largest churches there was 
over-filled with more than 800 undergradu- 
ates. 

The Christian unions in the other univer- 
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sities have shown striking growth through- 
out the country, as also the Christian unions 
in training colleges and schools. 


Spanish Pastor Jailed 

A 60-year-old Spanish Baptist minister is 
serving a forty-five-day term in Valencia, 
Spain, the Southern Baptist Mission Board 
at Richmond, Va., said. 

The Rev. Aurelio del Campo of Navarres 
was jailed February 9 by order of the 
governor of Valencia province, the board 
said, after he refused to pay a fine and leave 
the area. 

The pastor, who had just arrived in the 
village to minister to a Baptist group there, 
was told by the governor that his presence 
in Valencia would “infringe upon the unity 
of Catholicism,” reports to the board said. 


Blood Helps Build Church 

Blood helped build the $200,000 Green- 
leafton Reformed church at Greenleafton, 
Minn. 

Members have sold $18,000 worth of their 
own blood to help finance the building. 

Construction of the church began six 
years ago, and retirement of the debt on it 
was completed long ahead of schedule, 
thanks to members’ blood. 

The selling of blood started in 1948, to 
pay for the church’s pipe organ. But then 
the members found they needed money also 
for drilling a well—and finally they kept 
right on, and put the money into the build- 
ing fund. 

The blood was sold at the famed Mayo 
Clinic in nearby Rochester, Minn., for 
$25.00 a pint. Some members have given 
19 times. The trips to Rochester often have 
been gala occasions, with up to 50 members 
of the congregation going in a group. 


To Head Glasgow School 

The Rev. Andrew MacBeath, member of 
the faculty of Toronto Bible College and 
regular contributor to ETERNITY, has 
accepted the invitation to become principal 
of the Bible Training Institute in Glasgow, 
Scotland. 


He will succeed the late Dr. Francis 
Davidson, chief editor of the New Bible 
Commentary just published by the British 
Inter-Varsity Fellowship. The famed Bible 
school was founded in the wake of D. L. 
Moody’s British campaigns -and is one ' of’ 
the important evangelical training centers 
in Britain. ; ; saan 

Mr. MacBeath is leaving for Scotland 
May 5, then will fly to Nigeria to conduct 
conferences for missionaries of the Sudan 
Interior Mission, before taking up his new 
duties in September. 


About People 

Dr. Keith L. Brooks, editor of Prophecy 
Monthly and head of the American Prophe- 
tic League of Eagle Rock, Calif., died Feb. 
23. Dr. Brooks had gained a nation-wide 
reputation as an author and Bible teacher. 


When Canon Bryan Green of Birming- 
ham, England, conducted a three-day mis- 
sion in Yale University’s Battell Chapel early 
in February some 2,000 students turned out 
for the event. At the conclusion of his final 
service Canon Green requested those who 
had made commitments to Christ to meet 
him in Dwight Hall. To the amazement 
of Green more than 350 Yale men were 
there waiting for him, listened attentively 
as he instructed them in the first steps of 
faith. 


One Sunday night recently radio listeners 
throughout Great Britain heard a BBC 
announcer introduce a new Home Service 
program, “The Story of the Bible,” based 
on research by Elizabeth Braund. What the 
announcer did not say was that Miss 
Braund, who serves as British research 
worker for the Editor of ETERNITY, had 
come to know the Lord while preparing 
the basis for the BBC program. 

In Detroit, Mich., a judicial commission 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 
unfrocked the Rev. Claude Williams of 
Helena, Ala., director of the Peoples Insti- 
tute of Applied Religion, as a_ heretic. 
Williams, long the target of public criticism 
for his alleged Communist leanings, said 
he would appeal his case. 


Energetic Jack Wyrtzen, New York youth 
leader, reported 1,070 decisions for Christ 
when he conducted a midwinter campaign 
in Port- of Spain, Trinidad, in cooperation 
with leaders of the Latin America Mission. 
A mammoth airplane hangar, moved into 
the center of town, served as the meeting 
place. Some 6,000 turned out on the final 
night. 


Under the leadership of Donald Hustad, 
the Moody Chorale, famed singing group of 
Chicago’s Moody Bible Institute, will make 
a five-week tour of the British Isles this 
summer. Dr. William Culbertson, Moody 
president, will speak at the Keswick Conven- 
tion while the Chorale is abroad. 


Prof. John A. Huffman, son of Dr. 
Jasper A. Huffman, president of the 
Winona Lake School of Theology, has been 
named new president of the school. The 
father has been elected president emeritus 
and chairman of the board. The Winona 
school was founded by the late Dr. G. 
Campbell Morgan in 1920. 

END 
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By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


APRIL 18, 1954 be 
Christ The L Lord 
John 19:41-42; 1 
Printed Text: John 20:24-29; 21:15-17 
Devotional Reading: 1 Peter 4:1-11 


This lesson deals with the 
SETTINGS ‘ post-resurrection appear- 
ances of the Lord Jesus Christ to His fol- 
lowers. The portion from chapter 20 records 
events in Jerusalem, while the 2st chapter 
takes the reader to Galilee, on the shores of 
the Sea of Galilee. 


INTRODUCTION. Perhaps it might be help- 

ful to our rea to have 
something of a chronological listing of the 
appearances of Christ after His resurrection, 
based on a comparative study of the records 
of the four evangelists. We submit the fol- 
lowing for consideration: 

1. A number of women went to the tomb 
(Mk. 16:1): Early in the morning of the 
first day of the week, probably just after 
dawn, a group of women approached the 
tomb for the pu of anointing the 
body of Jesus which they assumed was still 
buried. 2. An earthquake had taken place 
(Mt. 16:1): This was before dawn, and the 
effect was to render the keepers motionless 
as dead men. The stone was rolled away by 
the time the women arrived, not to let 
esus out, of course, but to let the women 
in. An angel stationed there gave them a 
message. 3. The women found the tomb 
empty (Mk. 16:3-8): The angel’s message 
to “go tell His disciples” was enough to 
send Mary Magdalene on her way immedi- 
ately to tell Christ’s followers. Apparently, 
she spoke to Peter and John m private 
(John 20:2). Her haste (note the word 
“runneth”) indicates that she left the other 
women at the tomb in her excitement. 4. 
The women, returning, met Jesus (Mt. 28:9, 
10): Mary Magdalene, of course, was not 
with them when they saw Jesus. Had she 
remained a bit longer, she, too, would have 
seen Him. On their return home, the other 
women confirmed Mary’s story of the = 
empty tomb, and probably added their 
own testimony of the meeting with Jesus 
(Lk. 24:9). Peter and John were then con- 
vinced of the truth of the empty tomb and 
left immediately to go to the tomb and 
see for themselves (John 20:3-10). They 
saw the tomb—but not Jesus. 5. Mary Mag- 
dalene returned (John 20:11-18): Appar- 
ently in the hope of seeing Jesus as the 
other women had, she took up her vigil at 
the tomb, was confronted by two angelic 
beings and One she thought to be the 
gardener. The “gardener” turned out to 





Mr. Ehrenstein is the minister of 
Bethany Baptist Church, Philadelphia 
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be Jesus, who gave her a m . 6. Christ 
appeared to Peter 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5): 
When and where this was, no one knows; 
it was, however, before the point of our 
lesson for this week as the disciples said 
that the Lord “. . . hath appeared to 
Simon.” 7. The Emmaus road appearance 
(Lk. 24:13-32): The story is familiar; the 
two disciples, recognizing Jesus, were so 
joyful that they tmemedinkels returned the 
seven and a half miles to Jerusalem even 
though it was already night. 8. Appearance 
to the assembled group (Lk. 24:33-43): The 
group had just received Cleopas’ report 
when Jesus Himself appeared, ate broiled 
fish, and offered His body to the touch of 
the incredulous disciples. Thomas was not 
present. 9. Same grou week later; 
Thomas present (John 20:26-31): (our les- 
son for this week). 10. In Galilee—at the 
Sea of Galilee (John 21): (also our lesson 
for this Sunday). 11. On a mountain in 
Galilee (Mt. 28:16-20): Here, the “great 
commission” was given to the assembled 
disciples. 12. To James (1 Cor. 15:7): An 
appearance, unknown as to time or, for that 
matter, as to which James. Was it Jesus’ 
half-brother? What a reunion that must 
have been, for His brothers did not believe 
on Him theretofore. 13. Appearance to over 
500 brethren (1 Cor. 15:6): When is un- 
certain. 14. Appearance at the Mount of 
Ascension (Acts 1:3-8; Lk. 24:50-53): Prob- 
ably this was on the outskirts of Bethany 
where the final commission (Acts 1:8) was 
iven. Couple with these the appearance 
rom Heaven of the Lord Jesus to both 
Stephen and Paul and you have a very im- 
pressive list of indisputable resurrection 
realities. 


The Exposition 

JOHN 20:24-29 Eight days after Jesus had 

presented Himself in per- 
son to the surprised, fearful and doubtful 
disciples, and had convinced them in that 
upper room of the reality of His resurrec- 
tion, He in came to convince Thomas 
who has been called the “doubter.” He was 
more than a doubter; he was an unbeliever 
for he rebelled against the very ideas set 
before him by the followers of the Lord 
who had seen Him. Thomas’ definite state- 
ment (v. 25) was no hasty opinion, spoken 
on the spur of the moment; it was an 
expression of his deep convictions. He sim- 
ply refused to acknowledge that Jesus was 
alive, and the repeated, jubilant reports of 
the group who had seen Jesus more than 
likely filled him with disgust. So, in the 
typical manner of the unbeliever who de- 
sires to shock the faithful, and probably 
with an air of braggadocio, Thomas said: 
“Unless I see his hands with the mark of 
the nails, and put my fin 
were. and put my han 


r where the nails 
into his side. 1 









refuse to believe it” (Moffatt). How gracious 
of our Lord to grant this impudent request; 
to furnish another of the “many i ible 
roofs” which declare His resurrection. The 
rd Jesus Christ, by bringing His dis- 
believing disciple to a crisis point, evoked 
from him the magnificent, convincing as- 
sertion of faith: “My Lord and my ” 
JOHN 20:31 Today, of course, Christ 
does not come in person 
to reveal Himself to every unbeliever who 
may be a potential convert to Christianity. 
But such a person is still brought, by the 
Holy Spirit, to a crisis point where he 
comes face to face with the Living Word 
in the written Word of God. In fact, this 
is the declared purpose for which the 
Gospel of John was written—that the un- 
believer might be brought into contact with 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and have life through 
faith in His name. 
JOHN 21:15-17. Three times the apostle 
Peter had denied the Lord 
esus Christ prior to His crucifixion (John 
18:17, 25, 27), and now in this early morn- 
ing meeting with the Lord, Peter was 
brought to a three-fold confession of love 
for the Saviour. It was a humbling experi- 
ence—whether the conversation took place 
before the others or alone with the Lord— 
but it was a lesson Peter had to learn. We 
may well say that it is a lesson all of us 
need to learn from time to time. To grasp 
the significance of the questions asked, we 
must ize the meaning of the Greek 
words here used. Of course, we know that 
Jesus probably spoke Aramaic to Peter; 
yet the Greek words are those which are 
reserved for us, and we may deduce much 
rom their sharpness of meaning. 

It was after the breakfast at the shore— 
prepared by the Lord Himself—that Jesus 
centered the conversation upon Peter. The 
King James text misses the whole point of 
the interrogation by carelessly translating 
two Greek words by the one English word 
“love.” Let us try to recapture something 
of the significance of the Lord’s inquiry. 
The first question was: “Simon, son of 
—™. do you love me more than these?”’* 

e word love here is that intensive, divine 
outreach which has giving at its heart. True 
love always desires to give more than re- 
ceive. The love of husband and wife, of 
parents for their children and vice versa, 
of close friends for each other—if this love 
is in the Lord—is but a human illustration 
of divine love, the love of God who “so 
loved . . . that he gave.” There is much 
that is called love today which is nothing 
more than lust—desire to possess without 
any intention of giving of self. Here, the 
Lord Jesus Christ asked Peter whether he 
possessed a divine love for his Master. 

Peter was ashamed! We may almost pic- 
ture his face flushing, his head hanging in 
sorrow. Yes, he loved the Lord, but he 
dared not say it was a divine love. He could 
no longer boast, for the experiences of the 
immediate past had clearly shown how 
treacherous was his old nature. 

It was to such a contrite person that the 
Lord then gave His commission to feed the 
sheep of God. And Peter, in turn, in his 
last years of life, wrote to others who were 
pastors in the early church: “Feed the flock 
of God which is among you . . . (not) as 
exercising lordship over your heritage, but 
being examples to the flock” (1 Pet. 5:2, 3). 
Would to God that each one who names the 
name of ion Christ in faith might have 
the humility of Peter on this occasion. For 


* What Jesus meant by “these’”’ is a discussion in 
itself. Did He ask if Peter loved Christ more 
than he loved the other disciples? More than 
he loved the old fishing trade? More than the 
other disciples loved Christ? Any of these mean- 
ings suggests possibilities for discussion. 
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it is the humble person, willi to be 
broken before the Lord, that He exalts and 
uses for His glory. 


APRIL 25, 1954 
The Northern. Kingdom and Its 
Prophets—Ahijah Foresees A 
Divided Kingdom 
1 Kings 11:1—12:24 
Printed Text: 1 Kings 11:29-38 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 1 


GENERAL The following ten lessons 
INTRODUCTION are a continuation of the 
historical material dealing with the Hebrew 
nation, which material was introduced in 
the final quarter of 1951, and the third 
quarter lessons of 1952 under the titles, 
respectively, of “The ange of the 
Hebrew Nation” and “The Rise of the 
Kingdom.” We remember, of course, that 
the Jewish kingdom was begun as a unit 
under Saul the first king and continued 
under David and Solomon. After this, how- 
ever, the kingdom divided into two units, 
the northern and the southern kingdoms, 
ruled over by a number of kings, each 
diverse from the other. The current lessons 
are to deal with the northern kingdom 
phase, as seen seer gp | through the 
prophets who ministered during its exist- 
ence—Ahijah, Elijah, Elisha, Micaiah, Amos 
and Hosea. These prophetic masters were 
God’s spokesmen in the midst of an increas- 
ing apostasy and, as such, are very much 
akin to us in our present position as Christ’s 
witnesses in the center of a spiritually 
decadent civilization. The present time 
would do well to profit by the graphic 
warnings depicted in these studies. 


DATES AND Three kings are in dis- 
SETTINGS cussion in our lesson: 
Solomon, Jeroboam I and Rehoboam. Their 
dates can be set approximately as follows 
(respectively): 971-051 B.C., 931-910 B.C., 
931-915 B.C. The principal g phical 
settings of the assigned portion of the les- 
son are at Jerusalem, capital of the united 
kingdom and later, the southern kingdom; 
and Shechem (Samaria), place of Reho- 
boam’s folly. The more precise date for 
the actual study at hand would be at the 
end of Solomon’s reign and the beginning 
of the divided kingdom—approximately 
932-931 B.C. 


INTRODUCTION The ultimate split of the 
TO THE LESSON’ kingdom of Israel into two 
rival groups was inevitable. In a sense, King 
Solomon had become power mad. His fame 
and greatness had spread abroad to such 
an extent that he was envied by peoples all 
about him. Much of this splendor went to 
his head and he sought to amass more and 
more of this world’s goods and pleasure 
during his lifetime, to the utter disregard 
of his spiritual welfare and the condition 
of his subjects, for undoubtedly their taxes 
increased to help maintain the worldly 


grandeur of their king's indulgence. In 
giving the Israelites the law prior to their 
entrance into the Promised Land, God sub- 
mitted certain warnings concerning the king 
they would undoubtedly set over them- 
selves. Among these warnings were the re- 
quirements that he should not multiply 
horses to himself, nor multiply wives to 
himself, and that his heart be not lifted up 
above his brethren (Deut. 17:16, 17, 20). 
On all three counts Solomon became guilty 
as reference to 1 Kings 10:28 and 11:1 will 
indicate. Gradually, his heart turned from 
the things of and from God Himself 
and fixed itself on the things of the world. 
It was inevitable, therefore, that his king- 
dom should be brought to an inglorious 
end. 


A part of Solomon’s guilt lay in his sub- 
mission to the heathen gods of the peoples 
about him. When he began to take to him- 
self “strange women” (i.e., foreign women) 
for wives, they were of course, permitted 
to keep their own native deities. 


The Exposition 


JEROBOAM AND The printed text deals 
AHIJAH with the interview be- 
tween Ahijah the prophet and Jeroboam, 
the king-to-be. Not much is told to us re- 
garding Ahijah. He was a prophet of Shiloh, 
a town about nine miles north of Bethel, 
and was sent by the Lord to pase Jero- 
boam’s advent as king over Israel. Later, 
when Jeroboam, as king, proved to be 
unfaithful to his duties, he had occasion to 
send his wife to the prophet Ahijah—then 
old and nearly blind—to ascertain the will 
of God concerning their sick child. The wife 
endeavored to disguise herself, but the Lord 
revealed her identity to Ahijah and he pre- 
sented her with a prediction of doom (1 Ki. 
4). 


Jeroboam seems to have been an impor- 
tant military man in Solomon’s service who 
showed great promise as a leader. The king 
 pacsegtas him and the honor appears to 

ave spurred him on to greater endeavors, 
so that he conspired against the king him- 
self, apparently with aspirations toward the 
throne. When Ahijah came to him in the 
field and explained the meaning of the 
object lesson of the torn garment, Jeroboam 
became still more arrogant. Josephus, the 
historian, tells us that because of Jeroboam’s 
attempt on King Solomon’s life, and Solo- 
mon’s instant retaliation, the king-to-be 
was forced to flee to Egypt and remain there 
till Solomon died (see also v. 40). 

A word might be in order here concerning 
the heathen gods which Solomon adopted 
(v. 33). The worship of Ashtoreth was very 
prevalent in those times, and very immoral 
and vile. Ashtoreth was originally a Bab- 
ylonian goddess and became the female 
counterpart of the Baal so often mentioned 
in the Bible. The goddess became the prin- 
cipal deity of the Canaanites and Phceni- 
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cians (hence, Zidon, v. 33). An old Baby- 
lonian legend held that Ishtar (Babylonian 
for Ashtoreth) descended into the under- 
world to search for her dead husband Tam- 
muz, who had been killed by a wild boar. 
During her absence, there was a cessation 
of love, marriage and birth on earth. She 
was thus considered the goddess of love, 
though lust would be a more appropriate 
designation. It is sometimes suggested that 
the Greek goddess Aphrodite (the Roman 
Venus) is a development of the ancient 
Ishtar. 

Chemosh was the Moabite deity who 
corresponded, in many ways, to the true 
God in attributes which were ascribed to 
him. He was the ruler of his people, and 
their protector. When they did wrong, his 
wrath would burn against them and he 
would chastise them. His character differed, 
however, at this point: he accepted horrible 
rigged gifts—human -sacrifice—from 

is followers. The Moabite king, Mesha, 
was considered to be the son of Chemosh. 


Molech—also called Milcom or Malcam— 
was principally the god of the Ammonites, 
though he was recognized by other peoples 
(including the Philistines) as well. There 
was an established priesthood in this cult, 
and human burnt offerings were presented 
to this heathen god, particularly children. 
John Milton, in his Paradise Lost, tically 
described the huge image of Molech with 
human torso and bull’s head with out- 
stretched arms. A fire was kindled within 
him and the human offerings were placed 
on the idol’s arms and allowed to roll down 
into the fiery pit of his stomach. 


These were the religions Solomon had 
embraced, and which brought God’s wrath 
upon him, as Ahijah explained to “ge 
boam. The challenge was then - 
Jeroboam: God would use him mightily as 
the leader of the ten tribes, if he would 
walk in the ways of the Lord. He would 
have an excellent opportunity to reclaim the 
kingdom for the glory of God and bring 
the people out of the morass of despond- 
ency. 

There is a very interesting point worth 
mentioning in closing, which illustrates 
something of God’s sovereignty in human 
affairs. We have said that the coming split 
in the kingdom was inevitable because of 
Solomon’s decadent spiritual life, his op- 
— of the people and his adoption of 
alse gods. Jeroboam was headstrong, de- 
termined to reach the top at any cost, 
proud. Rehoboam, Solomon’s son and suc- 
cessor to the throne of his father, was an 
inexperienced, thoughtless youngster who, 
instead of relieving the oppression of the 
em. gw added more burdens and lighted the 
use for the explosive division. Yet, though 
this seemed all to be in the hands of men 
working out their own wills, we find that 
the Lord was the real power behind the 
political intrigue of the times. In 1 Kings 
12:15 we read that “the cause was from 
the Lord,” and again in verse 24 the Lord 
categorically declares that the divided king- 
dom was from Him—i.e., was His intention. 
How wonderful to know that God makes 
even the wrath of man to praise Him, and 
that, as the early Christians said, however 
great may be the hatred man has for God, 
by virtue of His sovereignty, they can but 
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“do whatsoever (His) hand and (His).coun- 
sel determined before to be done” (Acts 
4:28). 


MAY 2, 1954 


Judgment On Jeroboam 
1 Kings 12:25-33; 14:1—20 
Printed Text: 1 Kings 14:5-10a, 12-16 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 9:1-8 


DATES AND A number of place-names 
SETTINGS appear in our lesson and 
we shall endeavor to locate them briefly. 
Shiloh was a sanctuary town situated some 
nine miles north of Bethel. Tirzah, one of 
the homes of King Jeroboam I, and capital 
city of the northern kingdom, was situated 
on Mount Ephraim. Dan was the northern- 
most boundary of Palestine. Bethel was a 
town on the road from Jerusalem to She- 
chem, about twelve miles north of the 
“holy city.” Shechem lay in the pivotal pass 
between Mounts Ebal and Gerizim in the 
Samaria division of Palestine. The events 
of the lesson took place toward the end of 
the reign of King Jeroboam I, who ruled 
from 931-910 B.C. 
INTRODUCTION How many of the poten- 
tial blessings of God His 
people forfeit by their disobedience! How 
often it is that when God would give us 
His best, we become the obstacle in the 
transmission of that blessing and, as a re- 
sult, must be content with His second best. 
Our lesson illustrates something of this 
principle in life, through the story of King 
Jeroboam I. Last week’s study emphasized 
the potentialities of this great military 
leader. God, as it were, set before him a 
wide open door with the promise that if he 
walked in the commandments of the Lord 
as David did, the Lord would be with him 
and bless him and make his kingdom great 
(1 Ki. 11:38). But, in his endeavor to gain 
prestige and power for himself, he set aside 
principles of righteousness and his obliga- 
tion to the Lord. His introduction of further 
idolatry in Israel, and his utter disregard 
of the true religion brought about his ulti- 
mate downfall which is described very sim- 
ply in 2 Chronicles 13:20b: “And the Lord 
smote him and he died.” The lesson can be 
divided into two distinct parts: 1. Jero- 
boam’s attempt at greatness (1 Ki. 12:25-33); 
2. Jeroboam’s punishment (1 Ki. 14:1-20). 


The Exposition 


1 KINGS In order to adequately un- 
12:25-33 derstand the portion as- 
signed to us in the printed text, we must 
gain some knowledge of the events leading 
up to Jeroboam’s rejection by God. It is to 
be observed that as soon as Jeroboam I had 
been made King (1 Ki. 12:20), he began 
an intensive program to make the northern 
kingdom culturally and religiously great. 
Even as Jerusalem was the capital and 
center of worship in Judah, so Jeroboam 
endeavored to create a duplicate “Jerusa- 
lem” in the north. His constant fear was 
that the people of his newly-organized king- 
dom would desert to the south in their 
loyalty unless he worked fast to inspire 
their confidence. Hence, his bulding pro- 
gram (12:25-27). 

Then too, in order to capture their re- 
ligious enthusiasm, King Jeroboam I en- 
larged the religious centers which already 
were in existence. Bethel and Dan both 
became places of idolatry (12:28-30). Here 
the people, already prone to worship idols 
because of the influence of their neighbors, 
found an excuse for so doing in the king’s 
action. Besides, Jeroboam erected a house 
of “high places.” These “high places” 
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(Hebrew, Bamoth) which the Bible a 
so much about, were in reality sites of im- 
morality and prostitution. Carried over from 
heathen sources in fertility cults, the ritual 
of the Bamoth often involved the worship- 
ing of representations of the parts of the 
human body related to fertility and birth— 
i.e., the female breast and the male genital 
organs. Tree stumps and rocks, resembling 
these body extremities, were set up as idols 
to be worshiped, and lewd orgies were car- 
ried on under the guise of religion. 
Further, with an utter disregard of the 
divine standards for the priesthood, Jero- 
boam selected his own — “of the lowest 
of the people” (v. 31), and inaugurated 
feast days of his own choosing (v. 33). In 
all of this, the king had departed far from 
the way of the Lord, and was subject to 
condemnation from the Lord. 


INTERIM While not a part of our 

text, we must be aware 
that, as a judgment from the Lord, during 
the reign of Jeroboam, there were con- 
tinuous wars with the ple of the south- 
ern kingdom (see 2 Chron. 12:15b). When 
the king of Judah (Rehoboam) died, and 
his son assumed the throne, he continued 
the warfare begun by his father against 
Jeroboam (2 Chron. 13:2b). A reference 
to 2 Chronicles 13:2-20a, will indicate ways 
in which Jeroboam had forsaken the ways 
of the Lord and how, because of this 
abandonment, God permitted the armies of 
the land of Judah to overrun Israel in 
battle, to such an extent that Jeroboam 
never recovered military strength afterward. 


1 KINGS It is significant that, when 
14:5-20 trouble or sickness arises, 
even the most —— usually find a place 
in their thinking for the Lord. Persons who 
ordinarily will not darken the door of a 
church will cry out to the Lord for help 
when they are placed flat on their backs in 
illness. So with Jeroboam. His child was 
seriously ill and, while he would not lower 
himself to the place of seeking help from 
the Lord’s prophet, Ahijah, he sent his wife 
to inquire concerning the plan of God as it 
related to the child. We commented some- 
what on this portion in our lesson last 
week. Ahijah the prophet who had pre- 
dicted that Jeroboam would reach the 
throne (1 Ki. 12:37) now was old and blind. 
It would be easy to deceive him, thought 
the king, and so he instructed his wife to 
disguise herself and inquire of the prophet. 
They had not counted on the intervention 
of the Lord, however, for He revealed to 
the aged prophet that Jeroboam’s wife was 
<< and what the prophet should tell 
er. 

It must have been a shock to Jeroboam’s 
wife to realize she was recognized by the 
prophet. It must have been an even greater 
shock, however, for her to hear the promise 
of judgment brought against her husband 
and the child (v. 9, 12, 14-16). The child 
was to die; her husband was to be uprooted 
from his kingdom and another would take 
his place. As she left the home of Ahijah, 
surely her heart must have been heavy. Her 
husband, having begun in so promising a 
fashion, was to come to such an ignoble end. 


Let it be noticed that God 
did not bring judgment 
on Jeroboam without first warning him. 
When he so wrongly turned from the wor- 
ship of the true God to the institution of 
idol worship, God sent a prophet to warn 
the king even while he stood by the idola- 
trous altar (1 Ki. 13:1-3). The king, in 
anger, rebelled against the message from 
God and was instantly judged for it (13:4). 
After the man of God had restored Jero- 
boam’s atrophied hand, the king hardened 
his heart again and continued in his evil 
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a (13:33, 34). God sent him a second 
judgment—the sickness of the child and his 
subsequent death. ——* Jeroboam did 
not repent of his wickedness, and ultimately 
the Lord took his kingdom from him by 
death. 

How all of us need to learn the lesson 
Jeroboam failed to learn. We must come to 
realize how useless it is for us to rebel 
against the sovereign will of God. Our use- 
fulness, our joy, our satisfaction and assur- 
ance come m a devoted submission to 
the divine will, not in revolting against 
it. To bring “every thought into captivity 
to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5), 
should be the highest endeavor of our lives 
as God’s people. —~ 


MAY 9, 1954 
Elijah Challenges Baal Worship 
1 Kings 17:1—19:18 
Printed Text: 1 Kings 17:1; 18:17-24, 37-39 
Devotional Reading: 1 Kings 18:30-36 


DATES AND The various passages of 
SETTINGS Scripture of this lesson 
rovide an interesting travelogue as we 
ollow Elijah the prophet through his jour- 
neys. Apparently, Samaria was the first point 
of interest, where Elijah “declared war” on 
Ahab and his Pheenician wife Jezebel. 
Samaria was a city built by; Omri to be 
the capital of the northern kingdom. It was 
an abrupt hill about five and a half miles 
northwest of Shechem, thought to be im- 
pregnable. The brook Cherith, to which 
Elijah was sent by the Lord for sustenance 
during the famine and drought, was prob- 
ably a Transjordan brook running into the 
Jordan River. When this brook dried up, 
Zarephath was the next stop—a Pheeni- 
cian town about eight miles south of Sidon 
on the road to Tyre. It was the same as the 
New Testament Sarepta. The famous con- 
test of Elijah with the prophets of Baal 
took place on Mt. Carmel, a range of hills 
about fifteen miles long, beginning in the 
hill-country of Samaria, running northwest 
and terminating in a promontory jutting 
out into the Mediterranean Sea. The proph- 
ets of Baal were killed at Kishon, a small 
river flowing west between Mt. Carmel and 
the hills of southern Galilee, and emptying 
into the Acre Bay. Jezreel is another name 
for the Plain (or Valley) of Esdraelon, a 
very fertile section running southeast from 
Mt. Carmel to the deep pass leading to the 
Jordan River. When Elijah fled to the 
south, he came to Beersheba, usually con- 
sidered the southernmost boundary of Pales- 
tine, a town twenty-seven miles southwest 
of Hebron on the border of the Negeb. The 
last place listed is Horeb, equivalent, in 
Biblical literature, with Mount Sinai. The 
events took place during the reign of King 
Ahab of Israel, about 874-852 B.C. 


Ever since Elijah the 
prophet first appeared on 
the stage of time very suddenly, he has been 
known by students of the Bible as a fearless 
spokesman for the Lord. There is an in- 
tense need in our present day for such 
strong-willed men, women and young 
people who will take their stand for Christ 
and His righteousness, come what may; 
who will not be turned aside from their 
supreme purpose though all the world 
should turn against them. We may learn 
much from the study of the life and minis- 
try of Elijah, and God’s provision and pro- 
tection over His staunch prophet. Amid the 
confusion of a multitude of voices in our 
p> Ore crying for adherents to turn a 
different way—the Lord has need of mod- 
ern Elijahs who will stand firmly on the 
unshakable foundation of “thus saith the 
Lord.” A suitable division of the lesson 
would be as follows: 1. The Drought (1 Ki. 


INTRODUCTION 


17:1-24); 2. Elijah and Ahab (JI Ki. 18:1-16); - 
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3. The Contest (1 Ki. mag tig 4. Relief 
ight (1 Ki. © 


1 Ki. 18:41-46); 5. Elijah i 
19:1-18). — = 
The Exposition 


THE DROUGHT 
unusual 
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Little is known about this 
mality 
Old Testament history, Elijah. Abruptly, 
red on the scene and just as 
abruptly, he vanished. It is not his back- 
ground that is important; it is his ministry. 
In a day when the people of the northern FREE BOOK! Write 
a had gone mad over heathen deities, i 

had thrust aside the true God, Elijah Hf 
stepped into the picture to challenge the d 
followers of Baalism. The name Baal is 
prominent in Scripture. Baal was the chief 
member of the Canaanite pantheon. He was 
considered to be the husband of Ashtoreth 
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or Ishtar, as we pointed out in the lesson 
for April 25..Jezebel, the wife of King Ahab 
of Israel, was the daughter of King Eth- 
baal of Sidon, a Phoenician city. It is ob- 
vious by a glance at his name that he was a 
devotee of the religion of Baal. In fact, 
history tells us that Ethbaal was a priest of 
Asherah who became king of Sidon by 
murdering his brother. The religion of 
Baalism was closely akin to the worship in 
“high places” or “groves” about which we 
have been pry in recent lessons (see 
April 25 and May 2 lessons). Consequently, 
much that was vile, lewd and immoral 
transpired in the worship of Baal and his 
consort Asherah. It was in judgment upon 
this sensuality that God sent a drought into 
the land as punishment of His le 
Israel for their flagrant sin. Elijah, having 
delivered the decree to the king and queen, 
left immediately to go into hiding at the 
brook Cherith at the command of the Lord, 
and to —_ the vicious disposition of 
Jezebel, Ahab’s wife. There, the Lord pro- 
vided for the prophet and later sent him 
back to the vicinity of Sidon to bring the 
true faith to the widow woman and her 
son. Note her testimony (1 Ki. 17:24). 


ELIJAH & After the period of three 
AHAB years of drought, and the 
silence of God as far as His people were 
concerned, Elijah was again sent to Ahab. 
Now, right here we must realize that 
throughout this period, Ahab and his armies 
were in constant pursuit of this meddling 
prophet who dared to upset their plans. 
Elijah would have been put to death in an 
instant had he been found. Yet, at the 
command of the Lord, this bold man of 
God went immediately to face the ungodly 
king and without mincing words, declared 
him to be a trouble-maker and the cause of 
the drought, because of his sin in leading 
the people in the ways of Baalism. It took 
real courage to meet Ahab and denounce 
his wickedness in this way. And, it isto be 
observed that the king apparently took the 
rebuke meekly and without protest. When 
Elijah proposed the challenge, Ahab com- 
plied with the request. 


Probably most of us are 
familiar with this story; 
yet, there are one or two points we would 
emphasize once again. First, Elijah’s open- 
ing call to consider who was the true God— 
Baal or the Lord (1 Ki. 18:21). Then, the 
proposal: two bullocks, to be cut into pieces, 
placed on the wood and put on the altar; 
one for the prophets of Baal, the other for 
Elijah. No fire was to be applied to the 
wood. The deity who answered the prayers 
of his devotees by sending fire to consume 
the sacrifice was to be acknowledged by all 
as the true God. The people agreed that 
this was a fair contest. 

The prophets of Baal proceeded to pre- 
pare their sacrifices, and began to call upon 
their god. Nothing happened. All day long, 
they demonstrated their piety (1 Ki. 18:26- 
29) while Elijah scorningly derided them. 
There was no response from Baal. Then, 
God’s prophet’s turn came. In order that 
no one might accuse him of trickery, he 
drenched his sacrifice with water—the wood 
and the bullock and the altar—barrels of 
water. His prayer to the Lord was a master- 
piece of simplicity—a humble cry to the 
Lord to reveal Himself in no uncertain way. 
When the fire of God came and consumed 
the wood and the sacrifice, and scorched the 
stones and the earth, the multitudes sur- 
rendered their wills to the Lord. We need 
the faith of Elijah in our day—a faith that 
is not afraid to rely upon the Lord and 
take at face value His promises; a faith that 
is ready to put Him to the test in order to 
demonstrate that what He declares in His 
Word is true. 


THE CONTEST 
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RELIEF The allegiance of - the 

people—however transient 
it may have been—at least brought relief 
from the drought. God sent rain for the 
first time in three years to cover the land 
of Palestine, and prepare the way for a new 
harvest. So it always is: when sin is dealt 
with and forsaken, the blessing of God re- 
turns in full measure. 


ELIJAH IN Naturally, Jezebel was 
FLIGHT furious when she received 
word from her husband that the prophets 
of her religion had been slain, and she 
determined that she would execute Elijah 
at all costs. Once more, therefore, he had 
to flee and his journey took him to Beer- 
sheba (in Judah) and even to Mount Horeb 
where, once more, the protective, providing 
hand of the Lord was seen. The lesson 
closes with the story of the manifestation of 
God to His prophet. A fierce tornado ripped 
through the area, tearing loose huge chunks 
of rock from the. cliff. Following this, an 
earthquake shook the ground, leaving large 
cracks in the terrain. And a fire came, burn- 
ing furiously before the astonished prophet 
Elijah. Yet, of all these bold manifestations 
of nature’s devices, the statement is clearly 
made: “the Lord was not in (them).” It 
is not always the conspicuous, mighty surges 
of power that are from the Lord! We may 
not deduce that just because a certain move- 
ment may be backed by financiers, carried 
on with much fanfare and publicity, it is 
necessarily from the Lord. God does not 
always speak through tumultuous voices to 
make known His will. His is, more often, 
the still small voice speaking quietly, yet 
directly through His Word: “this is the 
way; walk ye in it!” 
CONCLUSION May we not learn from 
this lesson the value of 
one life thoroughly devoted to the Lord? 
It did not take an army to re-channel the 
course of the people’s thinking from Baal- 
ism to the Lord. No great multitude was 
required to dam up the heavens for three 
years against all rain. There were no hosts 
of helpers essential to cause the rain to fall 
once more at the end of the drought period. 
Only one man—and God! You and I, as we 
surrender to the Lord Jesus Christ in utter 
abandonment to His will, can do wonders 
for His glory. 


MAY 16, 1954 
Elijah Rebukes Ahab 
1 Kings 21 
Printed Text: 1 Kings 21:1-4; 16-20 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 32 


DATES AND The present lesson takes 
SETTINGS us to Jezreel and to the 
king’s palace at Samaria. Jezreel was a 
town on the northwest slope of Mt. Gilboa 
—high enough to gain a view of the Jordan 
pass. The main north-south highway from 
Nazareth to Jerusalem ran through the 
town of Jezreel. Undoubtedly, it was a very 
fertile area and, as such, was coveted by 
King Ahab. Samaria was the king’s residence 
adjacent to the town of Jezreel where 
Naboth had his vineyard. King Ahab 
reigned from about 874-852 B.C., and the 
events of this study took place during the 
reign. 
INTRODUCTION Here we have a dual 
theme: there is indicated, 
by pointed example, the fact that the ten 
commandments are rarely broken singly. It 
is usually found that the person who breaks 
one of them has at the same time broken 
others. Indeed, if the ten commandments 
be taken in more than just their surface 
meanings, it will be found that all of us are 
guilty of breaking most of them. It was this 
which our Lord Jesus Christ had in mind 
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in Matthew 5:21, 22; 27, 28; 31, 32. He went 
to the root of the matter and pointed out 
man’s inherent guilt and inability to keep 
the commandments. So, in our lesson: 
Ahab’s covetousness led him to further 
sin in the matter of murder; in transgressing 
one of God’s commandments, he broke 
others as well. 

The second lesson which is taught us 
here is the importance of the, bold, fearless, 
authoritative witness for God’s truth and 
righteousness, typified by Elijah’s willing- 
ness to stand up once again against the 
corrupt king of the Israelites. The Lord 
needs staunch spokesmen in His work to- 
day—Elijahs who will not shun to declare 
the whole counsel of God, cost what it may. 
For an outline of the chapter, it is best to 
consider it point by point, as the story 
progresses, thus: 1. The Proposition (1, 2); 
2. The Refusal (3, 4); 3. Jezebel’s Plot (5- 
10); 4. Evil in Action (11-13); 5. Temporary 
Triumph of Evil (14-16); 6. Elijah’s Pro- 


‘ nouncement (17-24); 7. Ahab’s Evil (25, 26); 


8. Ahab’s Repentance (27-29). 
The Exposition 


VERSES 1, 2 Of all the places in the 

Israelite territory which 
would have been affected by the current 
drought, the plain of Esdraelon (valley of 
Jezreel) would have been least dama It 
was perpetually a fertile, well-watered sec- 
tion and Naboth was fortunate indeed to 
have a vineyard there. It was inevitable that 
the king who was tly concerned for 
himself and his people during the enforced 
famine, should look greedily upon Naboth’s 
vineyard and desire it for himself. Nor can 
we entirely blame him for it was partially 
his responsibility to provide for his people 
in emergencies. However, verse 2 tells us 
his primary purpose in seeking the vine- 
yard was not for his people’s benefit but 
for his own: “it is near unto my house.” 
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Don’t Be Afraid-- 
Reach Out and Touch a 


Leper! 


“We sorted and distributed the large bundles 
of clothing we had brought. Nine little boys 
and girls—orphans of lepers who had died 
here—ran up to us, jumping for joy. They 
wanted to thank us for the clothing and 


for a shivering body.) 

“As the launch left this island of pain, we 
were gladdened by the ready response to the 
Gospel, the hunger for God’s Word, and 
the gratitude for the physical comforts we 
were able to bring.” 

These missionaries, whose letter we 
have just shared with you, have 
touched the hables—not physi- 
cally, but with the compassion of 
Christ. You, too, can reach out to these 
lepers without fear—to help them in 
their great need. Write to the Ameri- 
can Mission to Greeks, Inc., 156-5th 
Ave., New York 10, N. Y., Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary. (In Can- 
ada, 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 12, 
Ontario.) 





Write for a free copy of our quarterly, 
the “Greek Harvest Gleanings,” to: 
American Missions to Greeks 
156-5Sth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 
Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, Gen. Secretary 
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Convenience was the real reason. 


comfort. Let it be noticed that even the 
king dared not take the vineyard by force. 
According to Old Testament law, no one 
might totally di of the paternal in- 
heritance. It might be sold or mort . 
but this would only be valid until the 
Jubilee year when it would revert to its 
original owner if not redeemed previously 
sera we vg eq Thus, - b was 
restraii w from wresti e parcel 
of land from his subject. Ses 
VERSES 3, 4 The covetousness which 
was in Ahab’s heart is 
piety seen as we read of his sulking and 
rooding over Naboth’s refusal to deed the 
land to him. What Naboth’s ultimate rea- 
son for his refusal was, of course, we do 
not know. He used the legal = i his 
reply to the king, pleading the O esta- 
pom law in p> a of his position. Per- 
haps there may have been other motives 
which we do not know about but this is 
mere lation. The facts are that Naboth 
turned the king down, and the king was 
greatly grieved by the refusal, realizing that 
even as king he could do nothing. Thus, he 
brooded (v. 4), because his lust for territory 
had been thwarted. 
VERSES 5-10 The king was blessed—or 
cursed, depending - 
whose viewpoint you take—with Jezebel as 
a wife, a shrewd woman who knew all the 
tricks of the trade. In our last lesson, we 
pointed out that Jezebel was the daughter 
of a Pheenician kin aS. ruler of 
Sidon. As such, she L. been brought u 
in the devilishness of the Baal religion wi 
all of its evil. She was, consequently, a 
master of fiendish methods of gaining her 
goals. When her husband explained his 
predicament to her, immediately she set 
out to acquire the coveted field. It could 
not be done honestly, hence she plotted 
murder. Thus, the sin of covetousness led 
ultimately to murder in this instance. We 
may observe something of the bent of her 
thinking in the sarcastic comment she made 
to her husband (v. 7): “Dost thou now 
govern the kingdom of Israel?” or, to put 
it into modern language: “Who's running 
this show anyway—you or Naboth?” Verses 
8-10 téll us of the plot conceived by Jeze- 
bel. The fast (v. 9) would indicate some 
dire calamity had len the land, de- 
serving of the penitence of the people in 
fasting. The “calamity” was the supposed 
blaspheming of Naboth against God; actu- 
ally, of course, the “calamity” was that the 
king’s covetousness had been thwarted. 
VERSES 11-13 When Naboth was taken 
into captivity) on a 
trumped-up charge, he 
was probably shocked at first, not realizing 
the real reason for his arrest. It was some- 
thing akin to the modern-day actions of 
Communist secret police who invade the 
— of an innocent person’s home on 
ictitious charges, spiriting away the victim 
to his death or imprisonment. Imagine Na- 
both’s chagrin when two “witnesses” (hired 
for the occasion, of course) testified against 
him, declaring him to be an idolater. The 
words in verse 10 and again in verse 13— 
“did blaspheme God and the king”—have 
furnished some difficulty. The Hebrew word 
here translated “blaspheme” is, literally, 
“bless” and it is obvious that Naboth could 
not have been put to death for blessing 
God and the king. We must, therefore, seek 
another meaning. The Hebrew letters may 
well be translated “did bless gods and Mo- 
lech” which would be indicative of the 
cha brought against Naboth: idolatry— 
worshiping other gods, even Molech (see les- 
son: April 25). This could be the solution to 
the problem, for in accordance with Old 
Testament law, idolatry was punishable 
by death (Deut. 17:2-7). 


Someone else having done 
his “dirty work” for him, 
Ahab now was able to take possession of 
the vineyard he so cherished. We gather 
that not only Naboth, but also his whole 
family were stoned to death, thus leaving 
the vineyard free of claim from any rela- 
tive of the deceased (see 2 Ki. 9:26). What- 
ever was the legal means of appropriating 
the land, Ahab probably submit to it, 
so that outwardly to his other subjects he 
might appear very honorable and just in 
his dealings, they not realizing that he was 
a murderer at heart. 


VERSES 17-24 


VERSES 14-16. 


It is at this point in our 
lesson that the prophet 
Elijah appears once more. Here we see the 
boldness of the man of God as he stalked 
after the _— king to pronounce doom 
upon him. by the Holy Spirit, the fiery 
prophet accosted Ahab and denounced his 
wickedness in covetous murder. Observe 
the language: “. . . thou has sold thyself 
to work evil . . .” (v. 20). Indeed, this is 
what Ahab had done—devoted himself com- 
pletely to his wife’s whims. In essence, Ahab 
had sold himself to Jezebel’s gods because of 
his covetousness, and God through Elijah 
declared the inevitable doom which would 
come upon him for his wickedness. 


Briefly, yet precisely, we 
read the declaration of 
Ahab’s life of sin. “There was none like to 
Ahab” the inspired writer tells us, “who 
sold himself to work wickedness in the sight 
of the Lord . . .” What tragedy! Yet, this 
is the way of the natural man without the 
Lord. 


VERSES 25, 26 


Ahab’s repentance shows 
something of the realiza- 
tion he had of the enormity of his sin in 
approving murder for gain. Whether it 
was just a temporary remorse (as it ap- 
pears to be) or a genuine repentance, it is 
difficult to say. His change of attitude 
brought about the outward signs of humilia- 
tion, at least: sackcloth, fasting, walking 
barefoot, rending of clothes. But that there 
was no genuine change of heart is evident 
by his subsequent life and the reputation 
he left behind him at death. was 
lenient with Ahab; the doom prophesied 
against him was a but just for a 
brief time. So, God gives to many who 
rebel against His ways ample opportunity to 
turn from their wicked ways and walk in 
the path of the Lord. But His punishment 
is certain and just for those who delight in 
the continuation of their sin. 


VERSES 27-29 











PLAN NOW FOR A VACATION IN 
WHOLESOME SURROUNDINGS 


BIRCHWOOD 


IN THE POCONOS 

Enjoy the very best of foods served fam- 
ily style and the finest of accommoda- 
tions. Archery, badminton, croquet, 
horseshoes, ing pong, quoits, and tennis 
are available for your enjoyment, plus 
the brand NEW swimming pool (com- 
pleted in August, 1953). 

An Ideal Spot for A Perfect Honeymoon 


Dinners by Reservation 
BIRCHWOOD is the only resort of its 
kind in the East. “Operated by Christians 
for Christians,” it’s the place you've been 
looking for. 
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Expense-tree - 
Vacation 


—a full week at beautiful 
WINONA LAKE 


Indiana! 





PROGRAM FOR 
MOODY WEEK AT 
WINONA LAKE 

JULY 18-25 
















Dr. James McGinlay 
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you e » « together with someone of : 
your choice ... may enjoy all the blessings 
of a great Bible conference this summer, © 
at one of the world’s largest and best 
known conference grounds, at no expense 
to either of you! 


Free accommodations for two at Winona 
Hotel, Winona Lake, Indiana, during 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE conference, July 
18-25, will be provided for all those who 
qualify. This includes room and meals for 
one week— plus travel allowance of $25.00. 


_j\ HERE’S HOW YOU 
CAN WIN... 


Send in 100 or more subscriptions to 
Moopy Monruty at a special reduced 
rate of $2.00 each. EVERYONE sending 
in 100 or more subscriptions will receive 
this delightful, expense-free vacation. (Cash 
commission of 50c will be paid for each sub- 
scription in excess of 100.) 


Actually there are no losers! All persons 
will receive an extension of one month on 
their own subscription for each order 
submitted. For exataple, if you submit 12 
orders, your own subscription will be 
entered or extended for 12 months. 
(Minimum of 3 orders.) 


CONTEST RULES 

1. Subscriptions may include both new and re- 
newal orders. Your own counts as one. (Contest 
rate, $2.00.) 

2. Orders may be accumulated and sent in under 
one name. (A church may submit all orders in 
pastor’s name, etc.) 

3. All persons who send in 100 or more sub- 
scriptions will receive the free vacation award. 
Thus there may be many winners. (Cash commission 
of 50c will be paid for each subscription in excess 
of 100.) 

4. Cash award of $50.00 will be paid if winner, 
or winners, cannot attend conference. 
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Commentary Acclaimed as Important 
Evangelical Contribution 


Reviewer Calls It ‘Trustworthy’ in Major Areas 
of Doctrine, but with Varied Eschatology 


A Review by Bernard Ramm, ph.0., Professor of Philosophy 


This Commentary* is a very important 
publication. It is the product of a company 
of evangelical scholars. It is in one volume, 
is moderately priced, and therefore may be- 
come one of the most widely used reference 
works among American evangelicals. Its im- 
portance merits a close examination of its 
content. 

(1). Its authors. There are three editors 
plus forty-seven contributors. Most of the 
men are British. There is one from Holland 
(Aalders), one from Greece, and four from 
America (Allis, MacRae of Faith, Young of 
Westminster, Hendry of Princeton) all in 
the Presbyterian tradition. These fifty men 
represent some of the best scholarship we 
have today in the American and British 
Reformed tradition. ‘ ae 

. The purpose of the commentary. The 
othe prod that the sg, of the volume 
is to provide the serious Bible student with 
“a new up-to-date treatment of the text 
which would combine unqualified belief in 
its divine inspiration, essential historical 
trustworthiness, and positive Christian use- 
fulness with sound and careful scholar- 
ship” (p. v.). After an examination of the 
contents we feel that it can be said that the 
editors have produced a work which meas- 
ures up to their stated purpose. 

(3). Helps. 1 presume that the authors 
set severe limits on what was to be included 
in the volume to keep it from becoming too 
large, and thereby too expensive for student 
use. This is noticed in the very few helps. 
There are two chronological charts, eleven 
maps of a simple black-white character, and 
one set of diagrams (about Ezekiel’s tem- 
ple). However we noticed whenever neces- 
sary the various writers did put in excellent 
supplementary material, so that there is a 
good deal more material of a supplemental 
and help nature than indicated by the list 
in the table of contents. 

(4). General structure. The Commentary 
is prefaced with ten general articles on such 
matters as inspiration, revelation and Bibli- 
cal introduction. At certain points in the 
exposition of the text more extended treat- 
ments were necessary and so there are eight 
appendices scatt throughout the vol- 
ume. Each book commences with a special 
introduction, with attention given to any 

liar problem the particular book raises. 
There is also an outline prefaced to every 
single book of the Bible. The text of the 
Bible is not printed so that the commentary 
must be med | with an open Bible. The com- 
ments are organized by presenting each book 
in clear outlined form. The chapters and 
verses are given in bold face type so it is 
easy to pick them out and get your bear- 


ings. 








1 The New Bible C tary. F. Davidson, A. 
M. Stubbs, and E. F. Kevan, editors. Published by 
the Intervarsity Fellowship in Great Britain and 
7 eee by Eerdmans in America. 1199 pages. 


34 


Bethel Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. 


(5). Limitations. The endeavor to present 
a compact one-volume commentary on the 
entire Bible necessitates certain severe lim- 
itations. For example, Genesis is fifty chap- 
ters long in our Bibles. A good commentary 
on Genesis may easily run to over 500 pages. 
Yet Genesis is covered in this commentary 
in about thirty pages. To keep the size of 
the book down meant that little space could 
be given to matters of lexicography (word 
meanings) or exegesis. The commentary is 
more explanation or exposition than de- 
tailed, scientific exegesis. Again for economy 
of space no a are given, and 
citation of important literature is very in- 
frequent. The length of the general articles 
is really short for the importance of the 
issues involved. A serious omission is that 
there is no eral article on Biblical in- 
terpretation itself. In fairness it must be 
said that when necessary special attention 
is given to the problem of interpretation of 
certain books, e.g., Canticles or Revelation. 
There is also no article on the text or 
canon of Scripture, although the editors 
— intend that such materials are to be 
gathered from reading The New Bible 
Handbook. 

(6). Biblical introduction. Biblical intro- 
duction is important because that is the 
field in which critical and unhealthy views 
of sacred Scripture are accustomed to make 
their ’ first appearance. This commentary 
reflects an intelligent, critical, conservative 
approach to the problems of Biblical intro- 
duction. It is free from dogmatisms which 
have marred some orthodox views of Bibli- 
cal introduction, and reveals an awareness 
of the problems which confront the student 
of contemporary Biblical studies. It has not 
retreated to the nineteenth century and 
cited the stalwart orthodox works of that 
era, but has — and significantly 
inter-acted with e significant Biblical 
literature of the last twenty-five years. Al- 
though familiar with recent critical views 
in such matters as Pentateuchal criticism, 
synoptic criticism or Pauline studies, it 
always maintains a reverent attitude toward 
Scripture and has a high regard for its 
authority and veracity. It is, in short, not a 
work of hyperorthodox obscurantism. 

Let us look at such representative critical 
problems as (1) the Pentateuch, (2) Isaiah, 
(3) Jonah, (4) the Gospels, and (5) 2 Peter. 
Aalders writes a general article on “The 
Historical Literature of the Old Testament” 
in which he deals with Pentateuchal criti- 

(Continued on page 44) 








NEW 
BOOKS 


The Baptizing Work of the Holy 
Spirit. Merrill F. Unger. Van Kam- 
pen. $2.00. 

Merrill Unger’s pen is that of a ready, 
accurate and clear writer. He is already 
highly appreciated for such other works 
as Biblical Demonology, Introductory 
Guide to the Old Testament and Path- 
ways to Power. 

In this book on The Baptizing Work 
of the Holy Spirit, believers will find an 
important contribution to their under- 
standing of Christian life truth. The 
book opens with an evaluation of the 
leading points of error involved in the 
confusion about this doctrine in our day. 
His method is the making clear of the 
vital distinctions between the varied 
ministries of the Holy Spirit to the be- 
lievers. 

The close of this book gives us one of 
the most valuable distinctions found by 
this reviewer. He says “the baptism with 
the Spirit is the basis of the appropria- 
tion of power. However, it must be care- 
fully noted that it is not the reception 
of the power itself” (p. 104). 

This book will be helpful because it 
is built upon the Scripture and not upon 
the deeper experiences, so-called, of 
men. It drives us back to the true meas- 
uring rod. It will foster intelligent and 
pure yieldedness to Christ. It will lend 
its weight to any Biblical movement 
which seeks to demonstrate God's pre- 
scription for a powerful life and testi- 
mony within the true body of Christ. 
An understanding of the Biblical doc- 
trine set forth in these pages will help 
evangelicals to have a correct answer to 
the vaporizings rising in some circles 
today relative to One Church. Not only 
so, it will also strengthen the true be- 
liever’s sense of belonging to the true 
body of Christ. Every newborn babe in 
Christ should be required to cut his 
spiritual teeth on a book like this. 

Doucias B. MacCorkie 





The books reviewed in_ these 
columns, as well as other books 
can be purchased through Eternity 


Book Service, 1716 Spruce St, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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WHY EVERY BIBLE READER 
SHOULD OWN 


STRONG'S EXHAUSTIVE 
CONCORDANCE of the Bible 


by James Strong 





e Strong’s makes 
Bible study more thor- 
ough, more conven- 
ient, more rewarding. 
It lists alphabetically 
every word, in every 
passage in which it oc- 
curs. With only one key 
word, you can quickly 
and easily find the pas- 
sage you seek. 


e Strong’s is a basic 
library of four complete 
ks— 
Main Concordance 
Comparative Con- 
cordance 
Hebrew and Chaldee 
Dictionary 
Greek Dictionary 


e@ Strong’s is a life- 
time possession for 
everyday use—an essen- 
tial tool for every min- 
ister, student, teacher, 


every Bible reader. 
1809 Paces 9x12 INCHES 
$11.50 
Thumb Indexed, $12.75 


At All Bookstores ... 
ABINGDON PRESS 
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God’s Pattern for the Home. Clarence 
W. Kerr. Cowman Publications, Inc. 
147 pp. $2.00. 

God’s Pattern for the Home is a book 
of practical helps for pressing problems 
which arise out of our daily experiences 
within the family circle. It is very help- 
ful in that it tries to anticipate the solu- 
tion to the problems it presents in the 
light of the Word of God. 

The author, Clarence W. Kerr, is 
pastor of the great First Presbyterian 
Church, Glendale, California. Through 
the years of his experience as a pastor 
he is well equipped to write on the 
subject matter of this volume. 

Some of the things discussed in this 
book are—God’s pattern for marriage, 
for husbands, for wives, for parents, 
for children, for in-laws and for lovers. 
This book will be of interest to those 
who feel domesticity to be either a 
blessing or a trial. 

R.L.K. 

The Doctrine of the Atonement. George 
Smeaton. Zondervan. 413 pp, plus 
Appendix and Indices. $5.95. 

This volume is another in the current 
series of Reprint Classics published by 
Zondervan and fills a real need in the 
midst of the relative dearth of deeper 
theological works. Much of what comes 
from the presses today is so shallow in 
content that it is refreshing to go 
through a book such as this. The Doc- 
trine of the Atonement has a subtitle, 
“As Taught by Christ Himself,” for the 
author takes the reader through the Gos- 
pel records, choosing those important 
statements which our Lord made con- 
cerning His sacrificial death on Cal- 
vary’s cross. These chosen passages re- 
ceive splendid treatment by Dr. Smea- 
ton who, before he died in 1889, was a 
well-known divinity professor, accom- 
plished Greek scholar and editor in 
Scotland. 

There is a short, but helpful, biog- 
raphy of George Smeaton written by Dr. 
Wilbur M. Smith at the beginning of the 
volume, and there are four indices in 
the rear (Scripture passages, Subjects, 
Authors and Greek words treated). 

This is, indeed, a valuable book for 
all who would desire a deeper grasp of 
the atonement from the point of view 
of our Lord Himself. The publishers are 
to be complimented for making it avail- 
able once more. 

HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 

Commentary on the Prophecies of 
Isaiah. Joseph Addison Alexander. 
Zondervan. 974 pp. $8.95. 
Commentary on the Prophecies of 

Isaiah, by Joseph Addison Alexander 

is another in the Zondervan Classic Com- 

mentary Series. 

Alexander’s work is a stupendous one 
telling almost all there is to tell about 
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‘DAY BY DAY 


A Book of Bible 
Devotions — ' 


An experienced guide 
conducts a series of 
inspiring journeys into 
the Bible—one for 
every day of the year! 
Each selection con- 
tains a thought-pro- 
voking title, a Scrip- 
ture verse, and a devotional meditation. 
Here is spiritual strength in full meas- 
ure! Pramarily a daly devotional for 
laymen and Christian workers, this 
book offers ministers a wealth of sug- 
gestions for use in short Bible messages, 
sermons, and Scripture studies. $2.00 


VARIETY IN YOUR 
semen PREACHING 


by FARIS D. 
WHITESELL and 
LLOYD M. PERRY 
Introduction 
KARL F. 
ROBINSON 

No one must deal 
more intimately with 
life, nor remain 
more alert to its in- 
finite diversity than the minister of the 
Gospel. This book is an important 
“tool” for the minister's workshop: it 
shows him how to add the necessary 
spice of variety to his homiletical skill. 
Copious examples from the great men 
of the pulpit lend pungency to the 
authors’ detailed treatment, _ itself 
drawn from an abundant library of 
teaching and experience. $2.50 


DANIEL AND THE 
LATTER DAYS 


A Study in 
Millennialism 

by ROBERT D. 
CULVER 

A close student of 
the Bible, the author 
presents a stout de- 
fense of the Premil- 
lennial doctrine as 
opposed to Amillen- 
nialism and Post- 
millennialism. The whole question, 
he maintains is one of eschatology, 
the doctrine of last things. In Dr. 
Culver’s opinion, the millennium is 
specifically the period of Satan’s 
imprisonment, the period between the 
resurrection of the just and the unjust. 
Scholarly and thorough, this book will 
be eagerly read by students of theology. 


$2.50 
at your bookstore 
Fleming H. Revell Company, Westwood, N.J. 
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RAYMOND J. SHOOP .. . a member of 

Sterling’s 1937 graduating class, is the manager of Thomas & 
Kirkton Co., Canon City, Colorado. They farm 

approxifnately ninety acres of irrigated land. Principal 

crops are lettuce, onions and cauliflower. Permanent 

. Wo crops include rhubarb, tulips and peonies. Mr. 
i et F Shoop supervises the growing and shipping of these 
sie  onta? t products—about thirty carloads annually. 
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Mr. Shoop says, “Success, as most Christians know, is not limited to material 
things. Rather, it’s the living of a well-adjusted life in the home, church and com- 
munity. Sterling prepares one for such a life. Looking back to my years at college, 
and the years following, many things come to mind which recommend Sterling. 
The things learned, combined with friendships and a desire to follow the Master 
more closely, make for a happy, successful life.” 


TRAINING WITH A PURPOSE AND A GOAL... 


Sterling College seeks to prepare her graduates for a life of leadership that is 
distinctly Christian. Many are distinguishing themselves in their chosen fields 
—-serving God in all walks of life. 

¥ Sterling is a four-year co-educational, liberal arts college, with strong 
— on scholarship and the development .of a well-rounded Christian 
character. 
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Isaiah. Every conceivable viewpoint is 
presented, the false ones refuted, and 
those which appeal to the author are 
stoutly defended. This work is a veri- 
table encyclopedia on Isaiah. Hebrew 
terms are explained, customs illustrated, 
background material supplied and a 
good teaching of the text is presented. 

Commentary on the Prophecies of 
Isaiah is a book you must study. The 
price may seem high but it must be 
realized that this work gives you about 
twenty-five books in one. Incidentally, 
the work originally consisted of two 
volumes but this edition combines both 
volumes under one set of covers. 

R.L.K. 
Pathways to Power. Merrill F. Unger. 

Zondervan. 160 pp. $2.00. 

This book consists of a series of popu- 
lar devotional articles which the author 
has written over a period of five years 
and which have been previously pub- 
lished in leading Christian magazines. 
Those who have read them and who 
appreciate Dr. Unger’s ministry of the 
pen will be glad to have this choice 
collection. 

The “Pathways” covered are: Prayer, 
Knowledge, Faith, Consecration and 
Service. Each chapter is well sub-divided, 
providing helpful outlines for those who 
wish to make use of the material for 
Sunday school classes, devotional talks, 
or personal Bible study. Readers who 
are familiar with this Dallas Seminary 
professor's other books in the teaching 
field will find a decided difference in his 
devotional style, although the same, 
meticulous outlining prevails here. 

HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 
The Greater Life and Work of Christ. 

Alexander Patterson. Moody Press. 

408 pp. $3.50. 

This volume is unique among the 
biographies of our Lord. Most presenta- 
tions of the life of Christ begin and end 
with His earthly sojourn. Dr. Patterson 
draws upon the whole Bible, following 
the example of Christ Himself on His 
Emmaus road appearance to His dis- 
ciples when “beginning at Moses and 
all the prophets, he expounded unto 
them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself’ (Lk. 24:27). 

Instead of starting with the Nativity, 
the author traces the history of our 
Saviour back into the eternities before 
the world began. He then proceeds to 
describe Christ’s work not only in crea- 
tion but on down through the Old 
Testament into the New. After follow- 
ing the footsteps of the Eternal Son on 
the sands of time as they are traced in 
the Gospels, Dr. Patterson goes on to 
detail from the Biblical records the 
present state and work of Christ, as well 
as His future role as it projects into the 
eternities ahead. 
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While this biography of our Lord is 
herein described as unique, it should be 
considered a normal treatment of the 
life and work of this One who belongs 
to the ages and is “the same yesterday, 
and today and forever” (Heb. 13:8). 
Such a presentation has a dual purpose 
and value. It not only accents the pre- 
existence and eternality of Christ, thus 
vividly portraying the most important 
dimension of His person—His deity; but 
it also provides the key to a proper in- 
terpretation of the entire Bible and 
gives dramatic demonstration of the 
Scriptural dictum “the testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Rev. 
19:10). 

Bible students everywhere will be de- 
lighted with this timely reprint of the 
work of a devout Presbyterian scholar of 
the past generation. It will enhance 
the reader’s knowledge of the Word of 
God and his love for Him who is its 
Alpha. and Omega. 

GEORGE SCOTCHMER 


The Last Hour. E. L. Langston. Henry 

E. Waiter, LTD. 102 pp. 

This year the theological world will 
ring with the music of the doctrine of 
the Second Coming of Christ. With the 
World Council of Churches meeting at 
Evanston, Illinois, in August, there will 
be much preached and written on this 
subject. 

The Last Hour, as its subtitle—“When 
shall these things be?”—suggests, is a 
study on the approaching return of 
Christ. E. L. Langston, well-known 
Bible teacher of Great Britain, within a 
small compass gives us much truth. He 
sets forth the urgency of the study of 
this doctrine, the signs of His coming 
are set forth, the tendencies to be ob- 
served in our day, and how the coming 
of Christ is to affect the Gentile, the 
Jew and the Church of God. 

This book was not written from idle 
speculation based upon esoteric Scrip- 
ture passages. It closes on the significant 
theme of the last chapter, “What manner 
of persons ought we to be?” In a very 
practical way the author of The Last 
Hour points out in very clear terms 
what our responsibility is to live for 
Christ “till He come.” 

R.L.K. 
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ages. on an out- 
standing Dutch Bible story 
book. Large, clear type— 
easy to read. 164 two-color 
illustrations. Over 400 
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book). 639 pages, $4.95, 
plus 25c for postage and 
handling. 

At your Christian 
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on JEWS and JUDAISM 


BY REV. M. ZEIDMAN (Copyrighted) 


“The Blood of the Martyrs 
The Seed of the Church.” 


CHRISTIAN WITNESS IN THE HOLY LAND 


. What efforts are being made to evangelize Jews in the Holy Land? 
. 1. A very fine conservative but effective missionary effort is — put forward by 
missions supported by the different Protestant denominations Europe. 
. Several non-denominational missions from Europe and America are — engaged 
in spreading the gospel by preaching and the distribution of tracts 
. Independent and free-lance missionaries who carry on an aggressive evangelism 
and personal work. 
. Individual believers who quietly and persistently, in spite of ostracism and persecu- 
tion, witness to all with whom they come in contact. 


. Are there any instances of opposition and persecution? 

. There are only a few isolated cases of opposition and persecution, but it seems lately 
to have intensified in scope and practice. Recently two missions, one Roman Catholic 
and one Protestant mission, have been raided by small mobs and damage done to 
their property. 

Hebrew Christians have been pelted with stones, beaten, stabbed and threatened. 
Orthodox men and women have organized an anti-conversion society with the avowed 
purpose of breaking up Christian missionary activities. 


. What is the Scott Mossion doing to help Hebrew Christians in Israel? 


. We are sending food and financial aid to Hebrew Christians who suffer from persecu- 
tion and discrimination. 


Now is the time to evangelize the people of Israel. It is just for such a 
time that you and I have been called by God to proclaim the glorious 
gospel of Jesus the Messiah, the only Saviour and Redeemer of the 
world. Let us go forth hand in hand, shoulder to shoulder—all united 
in prayer for a mighty outpouring of ‘the Holy Spirit upon the Jewish 
people everywhere. 


Dear Brother Zeidman: 
Please send me free of charge your literature on Jews and Judaism. 
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Lonely, afraid, wor- 
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anxiety. Cloth, 128 
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PRAYER, Asking and Receiving? 


Why? Because here Dr. John R. Rice shows God’s 
way to get your prayers answered! Practical, brim- 
ming with personal stories of answered prayer, and 
full of Scriptures, it opens a whole new world! 
Prayer, Asking and Receiving tells how to pray in 
God’s will, shows, hindrances to prayer, answers 
questions. Thoroughly trustworthy, recommended 
by Christian leaders, 21 chapters, 328 pages, sturdy 
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Torn Veil.” Cloth, 


nee Ae 





Sword of the Lord Publishers 
Dept. EY 34, Wheaton, Illinois 





















OR THE ASKING 


Let us put 
our modern 
BOOKSTORE in 
your MAILBOX 





MAIL TODAY FOR YOUR CATALOG 


MOODY BOOKSTORE Dept. ET782 | 
LaSalle at Chicago Ave., Chicago 10, Illinois 1 


























Please send me your free catalog I 
Name I 
Address I 
a —Zone___State___ | 








WINDOW ON THE WORLD 


(Continued from page 11) 
and it is hoped to have the New Testa- 
ment ready for printing by 1958. The 
Old Testament will take several years 
longer. Almost certainly a higher grade 
of scholarship is involved in the prepara- 
tion of this version than was possessed 
by the translators of the RSV. 
ETERNAL VIGILANCE 

Roman Catholics in the Australian 
bureau of coinage omitted the letters 
F. D. from the new coins with the image 
of Queen Elizabeth. The letters are the 
initials of the Latin title for “Defender 
of the Faith.” The official reason given 
was that there was no room for them on 
the coins. Australian church leaders and 
the leader of the Opposition in the 
Australian Parliament protested so effec- 
tively that the letters are to be rein- 
stated on the coins. Eternal vigilance is 
the price of liberty and Protestants 
must take notice of every encroachment 
on our liberties, no matter how small. 
THEOCRACY FOR PAKISTAN? 

Pakistan, fifth most populous nation 
on earth, is having great difficulties in 
completing its organization since its 
separation from India several years ago. 
The current government is generally 
considered to be pro tempore and no- 
body knows what will take its place. 
Islam was the only reason for the separa- 
tion of Pakistan from India, and it is 
understandable, therefore, that the pop- 
ulation should be largely preoccupied 
with religious questions. The London 
Times special correspondent writes, “‘Re- 
ligion is inescapable in Pakistan. As in 
the Middle East, it dominates conversa- 
tion and limits thinking; and if it is 
occasionally irksome, it also reveals old 
humilities. Newspapers daily devote col- 
umns to apologetics. The front page of 
an evening newspaper can be devoted 
to the death of a religious leader or 
anchorite, and recently a three-column 
headline urgently proclaimed, ‘Selfish- 
ness is the root of all evil.’ For observers 
would care to deny this completely, al- 
though the preoccupation with religion 
and apparent indifference to the anxie- 
ties of minorities is itself a form of self- 
ishness. In India most people seem to be 
convinced that Pakistan is about to be- 
come a theocracy, intolerant with minori- 
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ties, and dangerous to neighboring non- 
Islamic countries. It could easily become 
impossibly moralistic unaware of its 
own paradoxes and intransigent in 
negotiation . . .” 

The Basic Principles Committee, 
which is preparing the constitution for 
the new country has declared for the 
principle of religious freedom, for re- 
presentation in Parliament for women, 
reserving sixteen seats for them, and for 
the subjugation of the religious courts 
to the Supreme Court of the State. These 
three principles are all contrary to Islam, 
and are said to be contrary to public 
opinion. The opportunities for internal 
dissension are plain to see. 


ENVOY FROM WEST GERMANY 

West Germany is naming an envoy to 
the Vatican. This is significant in the 
light of Adenauer’s victory, as he came 
to power as a vigorous protagonist of 
the Roman cause in West Germany. 





INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 19) 


thou visiiest him? For thou hast made 
him a little lower than the angels, and 
hast crowned him with glory and honor. 
Thou madest him to have dominion over 
the works of thy hands; thou hast put 
all things under his feet: all sheep and 
oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; 
the fowl of the air, and the fish of the 
sea, and whatsoever passeth through the 
paths of the seas. O Lord, our Lord, 
how excellent is thy name in all the 
earth!” 

The key phrase in this passage is that 
which places man in the scheme of crea- 
tion as being made “lower than the 
angels.” Here is the divine strategy. Out 
of the lowest, God shall bring the high- 
est. He shall even, Himself, condescend 
to be incarnate in this low level of crea- 
tion. And out of that level, yes, even out 
of man fallen below the low level on 
which he was created, God shall bring 
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new faith and courage. 
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now before it is too late. 
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From Berlin comes this encouraging, yet startling news: “The food cartons you 
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Books Every Christian Should Read 
PATHWAYS TO POWER 
The Christian’s Secret 
of a Power-filled life : 
By Merrill F. Unger 
A. devotional plea: -for, 
activity in prayer, learn- 
ing, faith, consecration 
and service. Ideal for 
daily devotional reading, 
sermon preparation, etc. 
$2.00 





HOW I CAN MAKE PRAYER 
MORE EFFECTIVE 
By Herbert 
A sane and logical approach to the subject 
of prayer and how it should concern istians. 
Presents practical suggestions for a more effec- 
tive prayer life. $1.50 
THE LORD OF THE HARVEST 
The Manifestation and Ministration of the 
Holy Spirit 
By S. Franklin Logsdon 
A heart-warming discussion of what the Holy 
Spirit is and does in the life of a mocscr 


2. 
THE DOCTRINE OF THE ATONEMENT 
As Taught by Christ Himself 
By George Smeaton 
The Sayings of Jesus on the Atonement 
Exegetically Expounded and Glorified. A clear 
and simple presentation of deep Bible truths. 
Complete and unabridged. 
THE MASTER’S INDWELLING 
By Andrew Murray 
“This book is disturbing in that it presses 
the heart fo raction. He (the author) is not 
just devotionalizing. He attacks carnality, pride 
and prayerlessness with skill poner | a 
grand combination of Scriptural wisdom and 
spiritual experience.” etx 4 
2.50 


(See book reviews on pages ) 
Order these books from your bookstore 


Zondervan Publishing House 
Grand Rapids 6, Michigan 
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literature, sending relief im- 
mediately to suffering Chris- 
tians in Europe and support- 
ing the Russian Bible Insti- 
tute in Ai tina. Send your 
gift now for those who are 


ery help. i oe is 
ts to Vv Ww - 
Peter Deyneka > oy with us in this world- 
wide ministry, make your checks payable to 
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Rev. Peter Deyneka, G I Director, Dept. EY 
2434 N. Kedzie Bivd., Chicago 47, Ill. 


In Canada: 14 Park Road, Toronto 5, Ont. 
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FOR NEARLY 
HALF 


smtt / 


The New York Messianic Witness, Inc. 
(formerly New York Jewish Evange- 
lization Society) — has carried on a 
faithful testimony for Christ to the 2% 
million Jews of New York City. 
: Jews do hear the Gospel. Many 

are secret believers. One of them, a 
young Rabbi, said: “! know it is the 
truth, but do not have the strength to 
come out in the open. | have a wife 
and two little children. What will be- 
come of them?" Another one, also a 
Rabbi, was beaten up by one of his 
relatives, because it became known 
that he was turning to Christ. 
Some others of our recent contacts: 
A Jewish young man accepted Christ 
after one of our Saturday night gospel 
services. A week later he brought a 
friend who wanted to know about the 
Lord. Another one, coming from Israel, 
is taking instruction for baptism. A 
Jewish doctor and his wife invited us 
to conduct a Bible class for es 
Jews in their home. 

» Please pray that our tes- 

timony may be enlarged so 

that more may be reached 

with the gospel. 

®@ Send your gifts to: 

SOLOMON BIRNBAUM, Director 


NEW YORK MESSIANIC WITNESS, Inc. 


HERMON HOUSE 
P.O. Box 144, Cooper Sta., N. Y. 3, N. Y. 
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a race of sons who shall be associated 
with Him forever in the government of 
the universe. Thus shall come the great- 
est glory to God, and the full victory in 
the invisible war. The second chapter of 
Hebrews is the divine commentary 
which establishes the text and reveals its 
spiritual meaning. 

Although the unregenerate scientist 
would insist that man was not created, 
God declares that man is a creature. The 
unregenerate man is the natural man 
who “receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned” 
(1 Cor. 2:14). If someone complains 
that we are not in agreement with mod- 
ern science, we point to the fact that 
had the Bible in 1870 agreed with the 
science of 1870, the science of 1880 
would have thrown the Bible into the 
discard, even as it threw out the science 
of the previous decade. The science of 
1890 smiled complacently in turn at the 
science of 1880; while the science of 
1900, which had now reached the Twen- 
tieth Century, was so up-to-date that 
little before that time could stand. And 
so it has continued, decade after decade. 
Today in some fields the science of Nov- 
ember has discarded the science of Feb- 
ruary. In the basements of our great 
libraries are past editions of the en- 
cyclopedias which reveal the shifting 
changes in man’s opinions about science, 
but always the Word of God stands, un- 
changed. The early editions of the en- 
cyclopedias laugh at the Mosaic author- 
ship of the Pentateuch on the ground 
that writing did not exist in the time of 
Moses. Today the archaeologists point 
to-writing a thousand years before Moses 
and speak of the irony of the fact that 
there are evidences that some of this 
writing in the pre-Mosaic period was 
done in the very peninsula of Sinai 
where Moses lived and wrote. 

We once had a man refer to an arti- 
cle in the fourteenth edition of the En- 
cyclopedia Britannica as proof for the 
assertions he was making against the 
Bible. We asked him to take the first 
volume and look up the article under 
“Amazon.” From this we noted the 
length of the great South American river 
and the area of its basin. We then asked 
him to turn to the article in a later vol- 
ume on “Rivers.” Here the length of the 
Amazon was given at a figure differing 
by more than a thousand kilometers and 
that of the area by about a million 








BAPTIZEIN 


As a mi Y deavour, This booklet 
mailed free to any interested person. It an- 
swers many perplexing questions concerning 
baptism and should be read by every Chris- 
tian. 





R. A. McKay 
4966 S.W. Nevada Ct. 
Portland 19, Oregon 
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The emphasis upon the spiritual 
life has led many students each 
year to choose Dallas for their 
Seminary training. 

They noticed this emphasis in the 
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the catalog listing of the course 
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Seminary life in class, in Chapel 
—everywhere. 
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square kilometers. If the writers from 
one volume to another cannot agree on 
the length and area of an earthly river, 
how can they expect us to stake our 
faith in eternal verities on their guesses 
concerning the river of life? 

Through all of the shifting of the 
hypotheses of men, the Bible stands 
alone in its unique position. As the 
pendulum swings from hypothesis to 
hypothesis, as theories are advanced and 
discarded, the little of true knowledge 
that is acquired once and for all, and 
which is being increased grain by grain, 
is always in line with the truths an- 
nounced in the Word of God. 


(To be continued) 





JUNGLE DOCTOR 
(Continued from page 13) 


her. For half an hour there was much 
trouble and then, Bwana, she died.” 

“Kah,” I said, “it must have been that 
she swallowed a bone and it got across 
her larynx, the place where you talk and 
breathe. Heh, if only we’d been there.” 

Daudi came up at that moment and 
I picked up the crocodile forceps. 

I put them through the neck of the 
pickle bottle, and groped inside, in a 
way that your fingers couldn’t possibly 
have done, and lifted out imaginary ob- 
jects. 

“Heh,” said Hezeroni, “that would 
have done it, Bwana, but the fingers of 
the witch doctor only pushed it in more 
firmly, and she died. There is a great 
trouble in the village. Tonight you will 
hear the death drum. Tonight there will 
be great trouble all over the place. 
There will be spells, Bwana, and witch- 
craft and black magic. Heh, it is a night 
that makes my flesh creep, and my skin 
tingle.” 

“Hongo,” said Daudi, “you and your 
skin tingling. This will make it tingle.” 

He had poured hot water into the 
pickle bottle, washed it out, and then 
put in hotter water. We cleaned up the 
place where the thorn had entered his 
foot, and then carefully placed the hot 
bottle_so that the neck was directly over 
the hole in the foot. 

“Yah,” said Hezeroni, full of interest, 
this is a new method. 

Then suddenly his forehead wrinkled. 
“Heh,” he cried, “it is burning my foot!” 

“Truly,” said Daudi. “That is the way 
to remove the thorn.” 

“Kah,” yelled Hezeroni, “it will suck 
in my leg right up to the knee, perhaps 
my thigh. Bwana, it hurts! Yah! Heeh!” 

Looking through the glass of the bot- 
tle we could see something black appear- 
ing on the skin surface. 

“Yoh,” exclaimed Daudi, “it will be 
out in a minute, that thorn. Have cour- 
age, thou that carriest the mailbag.” 

Hezeroni set his teeth and apparently 
was suffering agony. 

“We must take that bottle off, Daudi. 
We're not getting the thorn out.” 
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to Minneapolis? 


At the heart of the continent, geographi- 
cally, Minneapolis is well-known as a 
center of Christian influence and activity. 
And near the heart of Minneapolis is 
NORTHWESTERN SCHOOLS, with students 
from thirty-three states and eleven foreign 
countries. 
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an illustrated, colorful brochure, “‘. . 
through the Picture Window,” with many in- 
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clear to you NORTHWESTERN’s complete 
Christian educational program. 
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I slipped the blade of a knife be- 
tween the skin and the bottle neck. 

“Heh,” groaned Hezeroni, as the pres- 
sure came down. “Yah, that hurt.” 

“Was the thorn a straight one, or 
curved?” 

“Bwana, it’s a curved one. Were not 
its other relations on a stick? Did I not 
see them?” . 

I picked up the crocodile forceps, 
grasped the end of the thorn that was 
just visible, and by manipulating care- 
fully, brought to the surface an ugly- 
looking, inch-and-a-half-long thorn. I 
put this in Hezeroni’s hand. Daudi band- 
aged up the place where it had been, 
after syringing it out with peroxide. 


Quite a crowd of people had come 
around as we spoke; amongst them, one 
of those figures that we now had come 
to realize were M’bovu’s men. They 
just came to the hospital and sat about. 
Apparently they did no harm but they 
listened, and I felt sure were up to all 
manner of sly tricks. I noticed Daudi 
slip away as I talked to the people. 

“Look,” I said, “here is a thorn. Heh, 
an ugly thorn that entered into the foot 
of Hezeroni here! He was walking along 
the path with the mail-bag over his 
shoulder. He did not notice it, and yah, 
in a second it was in his foot. And while 
it was there, Hezeroni, did it bring you 
joy?” 

“Kah,” said the African, “joy, Bwana? 
Heh, 1 walked only on my heel. Yah, it 
became sore, and then, Bwana, my foot 
swelled and all up my leg was fire. Yah, 
and it throbbed and throbbed. Kah, 
joy? While it was in my foot? Uh, uh.” 

“It was easy to get in, however?” 

He nodded. “It was in in a second. To 
get in was easy.” 

“Yet it was hard to get out?” 

“Heya, yes, Bwana,” chimed in a voice, 
“there was Mpko, of the Chimambwa 
tribe who died because of a thorn in his 
foot.” 


“Hongo,” I said, “it’s a small thing but 
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You’ve heard a lot about annuities, but if you’re 
still a little puzzled about how they fit into your 


financial program, this message is for you. _ meet 


What every Christian should know 
about Moody Annuities 





During the course of a year we talk to 
hundreds of people who are interested 
in the work of MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE. 
Many want to do something, in a finan- 
cial way, to help in the school’s minis- 
try. When we mention Moody Annu- 
ities, they often say, “Oh, yes, we’ve 
heard about them. But tell me—just 
what is an annuity?” 





WHY WE WROTE THIS ADVERTISEMENT 


That’s why we decided to go right 
back to fundamentals and try to write 
an ad that would tell you in plain lan- 
guage about Moody Annuities and 
what they will do for you. 


Carl J. Frizen 
Department of Stewardship 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 














What is an annuity? 

In simple dictionary terms, an annuity is 
a specific amount of money paid to an in- 
dividual at regular periodic intervals. How 
much money you receive and how often 
you receive it depends on which of several 
kinds of annuity agreements you enter into. 

Basically, a Moody Annuity Agreement 
is a legal contract by which MooDy BIBLE 
INSTITUTE, in appreciation of a gift of 
money for its work, promises to pay the 
donor a fixed sum of money at regular in- 
tervals as long as he lives. 


Why do people buy Moody 
Annuities? 


Suppose you want to make a contribution 
to help support the work of Moody. At the 
same time you need a certain sum of money 
coming in regularly for living expenses. So, 
let us say, you make a gift of $1,000. Part 
of this sum will immediately be used to 
support the daily needs of the Moody min- 
istry, and the rest will be set aside in a fund 
to guarantee you a regular income for as 
long as you live. 


How much does a Moody 
Annuity cost? 


You can enter into a Moody Annuity 
Agreement for as little as $300, and there 
is no “ceiling” on how big an annuity you 
can purchase. 


How much income do you receive? 


It’s possible to receive a return of up to 
814%, but you must keep in mind that 
annuity rates are figured like insurance 
rates, in that the size of the payments you 
receive are based on your age at the time 
you take out your annuity. They are also 
based on the size of your gift . . . the larger 
the sum, the bigger your income. For ex- 
ample, if you purchase a $1,000 annuity- 
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when you are 65 (female 70) years of age, 
your annual income for life would be 
$59.22. If you are 70 (female 75) when 
you make your annuity contract, you would 
receive a life income of $64.66 per year. 
Annuity payments may be made to you on 
a semiannual or annual basis, whichever 
you prefer. 


What does Moody get out of it? 


Under the MOoDy BIBLE INSTITUTE An- 
nuity Plan, a percentage of the sum of the 
agreement is considered as a gift to the 
school. This money is immediately used to 
meet the operating expenses of training 
young men and women tuition free for ef- 
fective Christian service. That’s why, under 
this plan, you are sure your money is being 
used specifically in the Lord’s work. 


How safe is your Annuity Agree- 
ment under the Moody plan? 


That portion of your money not used 
directly for the work of the Institute is set 
aside in a special reserve fund and is used 
only to make payments to Moody annui- 
tants (people who have purchased annuity 
agreements ). 

This reserve fund is maintained in ac- 
cordance with the highest actuarial stand- 
ards and is never used for operating ex- 
penses or any other purpose. The Institute 
buildings and equipment represent tangible 
assets over and above the annuity reserve 
fund which further protect our annuitants. 

The Moody Annuity Plan was instituted 
more than forty-five years ago and not once 
during this period have we missed making 
a payment. 

Unlike stocks, bonds, mortgages and 
other securities, no time is required to 
supervise your Moody Annuities, since 
there are no market fluctuations to worry 
about. Your return is steady, regular and 
on time. 


What different types of Moody 
Annuity Agreements are 
available? 


(1) Single Life Agreement is issued to one 
person, who will receive a specified in- 
come for life. 


(2) Joint Agreement provides for payments 
to two annuitants jointly. On the death 
of one, his payment is made to the sur- 
‘vivor. 


(3) Survivorship Agreement provides for 
payment to one individual until his 
death, after which the payment is made 
to a second person, the survivor, named 
in the agreement. 


How will a Moody Annuity 
affect your income taxes? 


That portion of the annuity sum which 
is considered the gift to the Institute is an 
allowable deduction from income taxes as 
a contribution. A certain portion of the an- 
nual annuity income is tax free. Only the 
taxable portion should be reported as in- 
come. A statement for income tax purposes 
accompanies the agreement. 


What sort of activities at Moody 
will your money be used 
to support? 

Some of the soul-winning activities of 
Moody that your money will help under- 
write are the tuition-free Day and Evening 
Schools, Radio Station WMBI, the gospel 
literature work, and the gospel-science films. 


How you can get started in 
the Moody Annuity Plan 


Maybe you would like to talk with a 
Moody representative about your participa- 
tion in this program. Or it may be that you 
would just like to receive qur booklet, 
“Double Dividends,” describing the pro- 
gram and including the various rates of 
payment. In any case, please write us about 
it and we will be pleased to give you all 
the information you seek. 


Write: Carl J. Frizen 
Department of Stewardship, ET20 
Moody Bible Institute 
820 N. LaSalle Street 
Chicago 10, Illinois 
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dangerous. Do not forget that sin is like 
that. Think of sin as you see thorn- 
bushes. Think of sin as you are pricked 
by thorns. Sin does that sort of thing. 
It is easy to get into you. You cannot get 
rid of it by yourself. Behold, all the time 
it is in you, it produces pain and sad- 
ness, and death. Leave sin long enough 


in your soul and it will certainly pro- 


duce death.” 

“Heh,” said one, “and how, Bwana, 
shall we deal with this trouble?” 

Then I told them about Jesus, the 
Son of God, and I told them that who- 
ever believes in Him—believing means 
backing your thoughts with the whole 
of your living—has everlasting life. 

“Bwana,” said an old woman who had 
joined the throng, “tell us, how did you 
get that thorn out of Hezeroni’s foot? 
Did you have some piece of iron with 
wisdom in it?” 

I took my shining forceps and showed 
them to her, wiggling them in the ap- 
propriate way. 

“Yah,” they said, “behold, this is a 
thing of wisdom. See how it works.” 

I threw a couple of small pieces of 
stick into the pickle bottle. 

“See if you can get those out with 
your fingers,” I suggested. 

For a while they tried without any 
success. “Yah,” said M’bovu’s messenger, 
“Bwana, they will not come out.” 

“Hoh,” I said, picking up the forceps 
and lifting them out in a matter of 
seconds. 

“Yah,” they said, “this is a thing of 
wisdom.” 

“Kah,” said the old woman, “it would 
have been good if those weapons had 
been in our hands when the girl swal- 
lowed the bone near the village of 
M”bovu yesterday.” 

The African with the red mud in his 
hair and the spear in his hand turned on 
her with such an ugly look that a sud- 
den silence came upon everybody. 

(To Be Continued) 








THE NEW COMMENTARY 
(Continued from page 34) 
cism. He rejects the typical critical views of 
its composition, and informs us that there 
are two leading evangelical views of the 
Pentateuchal problem, namely Allis’ and 
his. Allis believes that the Pentateuch is 
practically the work of Moses with the 
ibility of a few scribal modifications or 
additions. Aalders believes that the Penta- 
teuch was compiled from Mosaic materials 
during the monarchy, together with pre- 
Mosaic materials. Yet both men (Allis and 
Aalders) maintain that the Pentateuch was 
written under divine inspiration. Here are 
two views which claim that not every single 
word of the Pentateuch was written by 
Moses, yet admitting that the Pentateuch 





’ 


) ——. and (ii) substantially the 
work of Moses. In fact, Aalders’ view is 
quite in advance of conservative views in 
Pentateuchal criticism, yet those who know 
his other writings know his unquestionable 
loyalty to the Scriptures and the Reformed 
faith. 


Fitch, writing on Isaiah, reveals a know- 
ledge of the important critical treatises on 
Isaiah, the arguments for the multiple 
authorship of Isaiah, and further reveals 
that he understands the meaning of these 
criticisms and their weight. In a firm way 
without appearing high-handed or dogma- 
tic, he defends the unity of Isaiah. _ 

Robinson, writing on Jonah, rejects the 
views a is a parable or an allegory, 
and defends the authenticity of the book 
including an acceptance of its famous mira- 
cle of the fish. 

Bruce has a general article on “The 
Fourfold Gospel.” He admits the primacy 
of Mark, and the existence of Q, although 
he thinks synoptic criticism has done too 
much with Q. He states that there is an L- 
document from which Luke drew material 
peculiar to his Gospel; that the so-called 
Olivet discourse (or “The Little Apoca- 
lypse”) perhaps circulated independently 
as a written source; that Matthew used 
some special material (M) peculiar to 
him. Further, he feels that Matthew had 
special materials about the nativity, about 
Peter, and made use of testimonia or Old 
Testament (LXX) proof texts of the 
Messiahship of Jesus. He states that Form 
Criticism has done a service in destroying 
many of the suppositions of the older 
Gospel criticism and demonstrating the 
unity of theological perspective of the 
various synoptic writers. He manifests great 
respect for the work of C. H. Dodd on 
the ag and accepts his distinction be- 
tween keryma and didache. Above all the 
details of criticism Bruce indicates that the 
inspiration of the writers is a vital element 
in the composition of the Gospel records, 
and that it is a mistake for scholars to omit 
inspiration from consideration. 

Second Peter is a most difficult book in 
regard to its authorship. Its style and 
vocabulary are much different from | Peter, 
and its reception in the church is not as 
unambiguous as we would hope. MacNar, 
writing on 2 Peter, is aware of all these 
problems, of the significant Petrine litera- 
ture, and still finds the Petrine authorship 
the only satisfactory solution. 

Taking these territories as representative 
of the entire work it is clear that: (1) we 
can trust these men in matters of Biblical 
introduction as being loyal to the inspira- 
tion of Scripture; (2) they are “up with the 
times” in matters of Biblical scholarship 
showing an awareness of the problems and 
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literature of contemporary Biblical studies; 
and (3) they are honest in facing the prob- 
lems .of Biblical introduction. The com- 
mentators reflect a wide and thorough 
knowledge of the products of recent Biblical 
scholarship. 

(7). Theology. With fifty writers we have 
a book reflecting several theologies not one. 
One recognizes among the contributors pre- 
millenarians, amillenarians, Anglicans, Pres- 
byterians, Baptists, etc. In general the 
theology is, however, Reformed and Calvin- 
istic. Let us survey the work in terms of 
some of the major doctrines. 

(a). The Bible. The entire commentary 
breathes a veneration for the authenticity, 
inspiration and authority of the Bible. This 
is very evident in the various introductions 
to the books of the Bible. Perhaps there are 
many different emphases among the various 
authors about revelation and inspiration, 
but all do conform to the standard stated 
in the preface. The two lead-articles on the 
Bible by Bromiley and Lamont should be 
read with care. They reflect a strong 
Reformation-Reformed view of the Bible, 
and try to add some correctives to the Re- 
formed view of the Bible due to (1) over- 
statements by Fundamentalists, and (2) 
pressures from neo-orthodoxy. 

Bromiley affirms that the authority of 
Scripture is accepted by faith. Reasons may 
be offered for its supernatural origin, but 
in the final analysis it is faith which con- 
vinces us that the Bible is of-divine origin, 
a position in keeping with Calvin to be 
sure. He claims that no specific doctrine of 
inspiration is to be found in the Bible 
(p. 16, Warfield to the contrary), but yet 
the “written word was itself treated as the 
inspired and authoritative form in which 
the content of the divine revelation had 
been expressed and handed down” (p. 16). 
He uses much space, and ——T so, to 
show that the Bible as written, is the word 
of God. This is a corrective to neo-ortho- 
doxy’s claim that the Bible is not the word 
of God written. 

In developing the “Reformed Doctrine” 
of the Bible, Bromiley notes (1) the self- 
attestation of Scripture, and (2) the witness 
of the Holy Spirit to the authority of 
Scripture. He defends what we would call 
a dynamic or vitalistic notion of inspiration 
in contrast to a dogmatic, or very rigid 
doctrine of inspiration. He writes: “The 
Reformers emphasized the importance of 
the letter of the Bible, but not at the ex- 
pense of the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit 
in His use and application of the Bible 
message . . . For genuine understanding 
there is needed that illumination of the 
Holy Spirit which is the individual counter- 
part of God’s revelation” (p. 18, italics are 
ours). 

Another paragraph is deserving of cita- 
tion for it illustrates how Bromiley is try- 
ing to offset typical neo-orthodox objections 
to Scripture and recapture the vitalistic 
view of the Reformers. “With that emphasis 
upon the Lordship of the Holy Spirit the 
Reformers safeguarded themselves against 
dead literalism and scholastic rationalism 
in their understanding of Holy Scripture. 
They yielded to none in their loyalty to 
the given form of the Bible. They had a 
high view both of the Bible itself and also 
of its inspiration. They believed that the 
Bible itself is inspired truth. They believed 
that it is the Word written, a Word given 
and applied by the Holy Spirit. They taught 
that the Word must always be respected 
and received and obeyed.” This is all 
splendid testimony to the word of God 
written. Now note how Bromiley, sensitive 
to neo-orthodox criticisms of dead or 
wooden or rationalistic orthodoxy adds a 
dynamic or vitalistic or “spiritualistic” 
stratum to his view of the Bible: “The Bible 


is not an academic textbook of divine truth, - 
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the Euclid of the Christian faith. The text 
is indeed given by God, but it is always in 
the hands of God and always applied by 
God. The Bible must be respected and re- 
ceived and obeyed not because it is a fixed 
and static letter, but because under the 
Holy Spirit that letter is the living Word of 
the living God both to the individual and 
to the Church” (p. 19). Bromiley inspects 
the Catholic, liberal and neo-orthodox 
views of the Bible and rejects them, how- 
ever admitting that Barth has done a serv- 
ice in showing the futility of the categories 
of dead orthodoxy in reference to the Bible 
or any mechanical view of inspiration. We 
ought then, he exhorts, to have a livin 
orthodoxy in which we hold in balan 
relationship a “perfect form (the objective 
Word), and a perfect content (the Word 
applied subjectively by the Holy Ghost)— 
e form holding the content, the content 


not applied except in and through the 
form” (p. 22). 

The article by Lamont goes even further 
in trying to present a dynamic, vitalistic, 
spiritualistic view of the authority of the 
Bible in contrast to the heavy, wooden 
orthodoxy of much of the past and some of 
the present. He warns us that we should not 
be guilty of bibliolatry—the idolatrous ven- 
eration of the Bible (p. 29). Lamont holds 
a high view of inspiration, but there are 
evangelicals who will take exception to 
his definitions of revelation and inspira- 
tion as perhaps being too great concessions 
to the modern temper in theological circles 
about these matters. Revelation se is 
the self-movement of God in His Son Jesus 
Christ who came to this earth to suffer, die 
and redeem us and who thereupon rose 
from the dead and ascended into Heaven. 
It is the anticipation of Jesus Christ which 
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gives the Old Testament its value, not any 
claim to revelation or inspiration. Lamont 
defines revelation in terms of God's activity 
in redemption, more than as the communi- 
cation of various theological truths. Inspira- 
tion is then defined as the inward illum- 
ination in which we see revelation, and 
with revelation inspiration has as its core 
the revelation of God in Jesus Christ. The 
heart of inspiration is the sg and 
action “between the Holy Spirit and the 
human soul” (p. 27). 

Lamont next observes the various circles 
of inspiration. The first is the apostles who 
are first because they bear direct witness 
to the revelation of God in Christ. The 
Bible is put next to the apostles on the 
grounds that the apostles are direct wit- 
nesses, and that they preached the gospel 
before the New Testament was collected. 
The written witness follows the primary 
and central inspiration of the apostles. The 
third circle is the inspired readers—believers 
who read the Bible in the Spirit. 

These are not traditional definitions of 
revelation and inspiration. Perhaps Lamont 
is trying to show that our view of the 
Bible must not fall short of a dynamic 
Christo-centric formulation. 

(b). The commentary appears to be Cal- 
vinistic. Writers of the commentaries do 
not always label their own views, but the 
impression given is that the men are 
Calvinists, and this is not surprising when 
one notes the number of Reformed men 
among the contributors. The security of the 
believer is defended in both John 10:12-46 
(p. 885), and Romans 5:6-11 (p. 948). Most 
evangelical American Christians in the 
Calvinistic tradition will feel that the great 
doctrinal passages of the Bible are ade- 
quately treated, and yet the spirit is so fair 
and genuine that Arminians will not feel 
offended. 


(c). Eschatology. The dispensational and 
remillennial problem is more complex. 
e editors allowed men of different be- 
liefs to write with no intention of present- 
ing a unified eschatological viewpoint. 
Among the writers are amillenarians, pre- 
millenarians and, I suspect, postmillen- 
arians. A further difficulty is that commenta- 
tors can be painfully noncommittal at very 
important verses; or else the remarks are 
so general that no strict deduction of posi- 
tion can be made from them. As a most 
general observation it may be said that the 
volume is non-dispensational, and that 
most of the commentators are more amillen- 
nial than premillennial. There is no an- 
nounced eschatology of the volume, but the 
prevailing mood may be gained by a study 
of certain critical passages to which we now 
turn. 

At the outset the standard dispensational 
interpretation of Genesis 1:1-3 is rejected, 
namely the gap theory, and the age-day 
theory is suggested with caution. The flood 
is not global but universal as far as man 
was spread. No attention is paid to the 
land promises made to Abraham in Genesis. 
The great Davidic promises of 2 Samuel 7 
are fulfilled in the first advent of Christ 
whereas most dispensationalist and _pre- 
millenarians find the complete fulfillment 
in the second coming and millennium 
(“The great promises to David though 
partly fulfilled in Solomon, find their com- 
plete fulfillment only in Christ; David's 
greater Son,” p. 284). 

The famous “mountain of the Lord” 
passage in Isaiah 2:1 ff., is interpreted as 
fulfilled in the first coming of Christ (“It 
was in the Holy City that our Lord suffered 
rejection, and it was from the upper room 
in the same city that the word went forth 
to all nations” p, 565). Premillenarians 


usually take this “mountain of the Lord” 
passage as referring to the millennium es- 
tablished after the Second Coming. Most 
dispensationalists find references to Satan- 
ology in Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28, but no 
Satanology is mentioned in the commentary 
at these passages. 

In Jeremiah 33:1-26 the premillenarians 
find a — icture of the return of the 
Jews to their land and their restoration. 
The commentator says that this passage has 
never been fulfilled in a narrow, nationalis- 
tic sense but that in a wider and spiritual 
sense it has in Jesus Christ. The commenta- 
tor on Ezekiel rejects the fulfillment of the 
last nine chapters in a future, national 
restoration in a millennium. He writes: 
“Their essential truth will be embodied in 
the new ages under forms suitable to the 
new (Christian) dispensation. How this is 
to be done is outlined for us in the book 
of Revelation (21:1—22:5).” The imagery 
of the river of life is taken to refer to “the 
spiritual blessings of the Church in the 
age of consummation” (Rev. 22:2). The 
names of the apostles on the foundation 
stones of the New Jerusalem indicate that 
“the city is a Christian, not a Jewish in- 
stitution.” 

The book of Daniel is treated by Dr. 
Young of Westminster Seminary. Those 
familiar with Dr. Young’s own commentary 
on Daniel will. find the views of that com- 
mentary repeated here, e.g., the fifth king- 
dom of Daniel 2 commences with the first 
coming of Christ whereas most premillen- 
arians and dispensationalists find its locus 
of fullfillment at the second coming of 
Christ. Dr. Young rejects the dispensational 
interpretation of both Daniel 7 and 9, and 
insists that the 70th week is in the past, 
not future at the time of the tribulation. 

Obadiah 17-21 is taken by premillenar- 
ians to refer to the millennial kingdom with 
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the Jews “possessing their possessions” but 
the commentator in the commentary finds 
the fulfillment in “the spiritual Israel,” not 
the Jews. 

The writer on Joel finds the second chap- 
ter completely fulfilled at Pentecost. Joel 
3 pictures Israel in a millennial state. The 
commentator after examining the literal 
interpretation of the passages (admitting it 
a possibility) concludes: “A third view 
which relates Israel to the Church and 
which sees in this chapter the fortunes of 
Israel and the fortunes of the Church, the 
Israel of God, merging together is one for 
which most, perhaps, can be said. Those 
who cnpeutl ta text in this way see 
symbolized in the victories here described 
the overthrow of all those who are op- 
ponents of the gospel of grace. The passage 
is, therefore, a prediction of the progress 
of that gospel in this age culminating in 
complete victory.” 

The same general spirit of interpretation 
pervades the comments on the so-called 
“kingdom passages” of Zechariah. These 
predictions are not realized among the 
Jews and the city of Jerusalem, but in the 
gospel and the Church. Just one sentence 
will suffice to illustrate this. Speaking of 
the events of the 14th chapter the writer 
says: “In the closing verses of the prophecy 
we are given a picture of Jerusalem wholly 
consecrated to Jehovah—a picture in which 
the holy city is the symbol of the Christian 
Church regnant in the world.” 

Turning the pages of the New Testament 
we note that no distinction is made between 
the kingdom of Heaven and the kingdom of 
God (Mt. 3:2). No dispensational qualifica- 
tions appear in the exposition of the 
Sermon on the Mount. The judgment of 
nations (Mt. 25:31-46) is made equivalent 
to general judgment (Rev. 20:11-15). The 
dispensational interpretation of Acts 15 is 
positively rejected. 

After reviewing the various interpreta- 
tions of Romans 11:26 and stating that a 
national conversion of Israel cannot be 
ruled out as a possibility, the commentator 
remarks: “To interpret it as referring to 
a universal salvation conferred upon men 
and women in view of their physical birth 
irrespective of their belief would be to con- 
tradict what Paul has plainly taught else- 
where.” 

The Restrainer of 2 Thessalonians 2 is 
identified with the Roman government, and 
the Holy Spirit interpretation is rejected. 
No significant comments on eschatology are 
made at 2 Peter 3. Hebrews 8 (the New 
Covenant) is treated as a covenant now in 
effect upon the Church, an interpretation 
most dispensationalists would challenge. 
The writer on Revelation lists four basic 
interpretations of the book, and sternly re- 
jects the futuristic one which usually goes 
with dispensationalism and most premil- 
lennialism. Yet the commentator does ac- 
cept a millennium on this earth when he 
comes to the 2Ist chapter, and discounts 
Augustine’s amillennial interpretation. 

Summary: The commentary: (1) repre- 
sents more of the British Reformed tradi- 
tion, than the American evangelical or fun- 
damentalist position; and (2) it is more 
oriented to the Reformation and Reformed 
views of the Church and eschatology than 
the dispensationalism and premillennialism 
of the past hundred years. 

In this commentary are united genuine 
faith in the Scriptures, loyalty to the ortho- 
dox structure of theology and genuine 
scholarship that is aware of present day 
worthy and significant Biblical exegesis. 
There is sufficient exegetical, theological 
and spiritual meat presented in such a 
fair non-controversial manner that those 
of Arminian or dispensational convictions 
may use the commentary with profit and 
blessing. . 

END 
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scenes of Europe, plus the pilgrimage in 
the Holy Land. 





$1536.00-$1626.00 All 

Tour 
Transportation, meals, transfers, sightsee- 
ing cars and admission, all gratuities ashore 
are included in this low cost. Only ship- 
board tips and personal purchases are not 
included. $1,536.00 is for cabin and 
$1,626.00 is for ist Class on shipboard. 
All other facilities are identical for all 
party members. 


Directed by American Express 


The world’s largest and finest travel or- 
ganization will conduct this tour, supply- 
ing couriers, cars, good hotels, best avail- 
able transportation and service. You will 
have no worry as to language, custom or 
arrangements. This is truly a carefree trip 
of a lifetime. 


"In HIS Footsteps Tour” 





THE REV. COULSON SHEPHERD 


The Rev. Coulson Shepherd, well known to 
ETERNITY readers as the founder and direc- 
tor of Message to Israel Incorporated with 
a fine program of winning Jews to Christ, 
will lead our party of devoted Christians. 
Mrs. Shepherd will also accompany the 
group. They are thoroughly familiar with 
the Scriptures and their prophecies and on 
a previous trip spent several weeks visiting 
the scenes and people our party will visit. 
Your faith will be enriched and your life 
in the Scriptures will take on a new 
understanding. 


Christmas and Easter 
Tours Planned 
For those who desire the added thrill of 
being in Shepherds Field on Christmas Eve 
1954 or who want to be 
at the scenes of the Cruci- 
fixion and Resurrection at I 
Easter of 1955, special 
parties are now being 
planned. Experienced, quali- 
fied leadership will be sup- 
plied to all parties and will 
offer European extensions. 


Southern Europe and 
Egypt Visited 


Before reaching 
the Holy Land 
interesting ship 
stops will be 
made at Lisbon, 
Portugal, Gibral- 
tar, Genoa (with 
time enough for 
a day visit of the 
French Rivera) 
and Naples. Then 
the party will 
have two thrill- 
ing days in Egypt 
with visits to the Pyramids and the Sphinx. 


21 Days Extension to 
Switzerland, France, Holland, 
England available 
Arrangements have been made so that those 
of our party who want to cross Europe 
under the same fine American Express 
Company direction can do so. They will 
leave the party at Genoa and visit many 
scenic wonders across the continent and in 
England. The return is made on the lux- 
urious R.M.S. Queen Mary reaching New 
York August 15th. The price of this ex- 

tension is only $455.00. 

Space Limited—Act Now 

Only through the facilities of American 
Express Company could such desirable ac- 
commodations be secured. When they are 
reserved it may not be possible to get more. 
Send now for descriptive folder and as 
quickly as possible decide on joining this 
restful, enjoyable trip with Christian com- 
panionship. 





ETERNITY GROUP 


In HIS Footsteps Tour 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Penna. 


C] I am interested in the summer Holy Land Tour—Please 
send descriptive Folder. 


(1 I will not be able to join this summer tour but am 





ETERNITY Group 


1716 SPRUCE STREET PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 








| 
| 
| 
| isteresced im [1] the Christmas Tour [] Easter 1955 Tout. 
| 
| 
| 























STUDENTS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD ACQUIRE 


IN THE “WORLD’S MOST UNUSUAL UNIVERSITY” 





A scholarly Christian faculty instructs hundreds 


of young people from almost every state in the Union 














and a score of foreign countries in science, 

mathematics, social studies, language, etc., etc. 

BUT AT BOB JONES UNIVERSITY, JESUS CHRIST 

AND HIS GOSPEL ARE EXALTED ABOVE SCHOLARSHIP 
AND EVERYTHING ELSE. BOB JONES UNIVERSITY BELIEVES 
THAT JESUS CHRIST IS HIMSELF THE TRUTH, 

WHICH MAKES MEN FREE INDEED. 


Music, speech, and art without 
additional cost above regular academic tuition. 
Academy and seventh and eighth 

grades in connection. 








GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 


SUMMER SESSION, JUNE 7 — JULY 10 





BD. L. Meedy ence said: 

“I am thankful to tell you that I have some splendid 
men and women in the field. My school work 

will not tell much while I cm living, 

but when I am gone I SHALL LEAVE SOME 

GRAND MEN AND WOMEN BEHIND!” 


Moody has been with the Lord for more 

than fifty years, and the “grand men and women” 
he left behind have guided Moody Bible 

Institute through the years and kept it true to God. 


From the beginning D. L. Moody realized the need 
of a man of scholastic ability to run his infant 
Bible school. He found the man he was looking 
for in the person of Dr. Reuben Archer Torrey, a 
pastor in Minneapolis. A Yale graduate who had 
studied abroad, Dr. Torrey was already well 
known as an able Bible teacher and earnest mis- 
sion worker. His superintendency continued from 
1889 to 1901, when he resigned to undertake his 
world-circling mission of evangelistic preaching. 


Mr. Moody put the entire organization directly 
into the hands of Dr. Torrey, although retaining 
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This is the second in 
a series of leaders of 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


the title of president until his death. Dr. Torrey 
proved his fitness for the expanding task in every 
way. His thorough scholarship was joined to a 
strong and definite evangelism, and under his able 
direction the Institute laid the foundations on 
which the work of later years was accomplished. 
To him goes much of the credit for establishing 
the existing curriculum and practical Christian 
work program. He led the school in tremendous 
strides . . . including a needed Extension Depart- 
ment in 1897, a Correspondence School in 1901, 


__ and laid the groundwork for the long-awaited Eve- 


ning School founded in 1903. 


Teday Moony Bre Instrrute is still forging ahead in the path outlined by the GRAND 





MEN who under God directed it. The curriculum is constantly being expanded to meet the 





demands of various fields of Christian service. Eight basic courses are offered: General Bible, 





Pastors, Missionary, Sacred Music, Christian Education, Christian-Education Music, Jewish 





Missions and Missionary Technical. 





The chief ministry of the Institute remains that of furnishing tuition-free training to 





consecrated young men and women who are preparing for Christian service—both as full-time 





workers and laymen. 





INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELICAL 


Moody Bible Institute 


820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 


Dr. William Culbertson, president « Dr.S. Maxwell Coder, dean 








